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Fnlichtened moderation.
terrorism. and the vouth

A few months ago, the British government claimed to have
captured 13 young men in and around London allegedly
involved in terrorism. All are believed to be between the age
group of 20 to 30 years. In Pakistan, as in many parts of the
world, most of the persons being arrested due to allegations
of'terrorism are youth by any standards. The persons leading
these terrorist organizations are believed to be middle aged,
but all the active persons being trained as terrorists or
suicide bombers are certainly the youth. This is also
supported by issued sketch of the person, involved in the
suicide attack on Shaukat Aziz, which claims that he was 25
yearold. All this leads to several questions such as: Why is it
the youth who are involved in terrorism? Why do they opt to
kill themselves in suicide attacks? What reward do they get,
orare promiscd, for their brutal acts?

There could be as many answers to these questions as
perspectives. An educationist, for example, would see lack
of proper education as main cause of this infiltrating threat
to society. A psychologist would see growing mental
frustration and brainwashing of young minds as the main
factor. A religious leader would describe this as evidence of
God's wrath and would urge youth to attend mosque
regularly. An economist would quote unemployment and
under-employment ratios. An advocate of democracy
would think that terrorism is caused by lack of appropriate
representation and participation of people, who resort to
violence to give voice to their political ideas, so on and so
forth. In fact, all these explanations are partially true and
they fit together like pieces in a big jigsaw puzzle.

All sorts of terrorism are condemnable and should be
rigorously resisted and counter-attacked. However, almost
everybody would agree with the interior minister of
Pakistan, Faisal Saleh Hyat, that suicide bombs cannot be
stopped or countered by security measures alone. A youth,

who has decided to kill him or herself in a planncd attack, -

cannot be stopped by security measures or by threats of
punishment. After all, he is giving himself the gravest
possible punishment on earth by ensuring that he is the first
one to be killed in the case of a suicide attack. We have most
comforts of lite within our reach so we cannot appreciate the
thought process through which a youth would go while
planning to take his and others' lives altogether. It means
that the value of life for them is replaced with a desire to
finishit.

No matter, how severely a youth is brainwashed to
undertake a suicide or terrorist attack, we cannot assume
him or her to be an insane fellow being. Terrorists cannot
rely on insane people. They need single-minded people,
who can exhibit quick decision-making. These youth are

primarily motivated by rich material and spiritual rewards
for their actions. If they happen to be poor, they are
promised wealth for their families after their demise. If they
are rich, they are promised riches of the life hereafter,
Without a proper reward system. terrorism cannot be
effectively carried out. As a counter mecasure, the
government also announces heavy material rewards for the
‘informers’ who would help the agencies to catch the
terrorists. On the other hand, all religious doctrines severely
criticize the acts of terrorism and term it as 'fasad' and
promise hell for such persons forever. However, both
government and spiritual rewards seem to fail in face of the
material rewards of terrorist organizations and the spiritual
brainwashing of young minds.

Terrorism is an exhibit of extremism: latter is an attitude and
former is an action. While very few of vouth would be
actually engaged in terrorism, many of youth do possess
germs of extremism; dormant or active. Although sccurity
measures cannot check terrorism cftecuively. a system of
dialogue, conversation and participation can detect carly
warnings of cxtremism among the youth., This system
requires contribution of all: cducationists. psychologists,
politicians, cconomists, employers, parents. and religious
leaders. Common stock for preparing the foundations of
such a system has to be nurtured with trust. tolerance and
self-respect. Like an eftective policy. this system should be
all-inclusive and should cater to all scgments of youth
population; the youth is often addressed to exhibit
'enlightened moderation' are alrcady 'enlightened’ and

' ]
moderated'. ——By Ali Salman

Editor’s Pick




By: Sitvat Azhar

Why is

ou only have to pick up a newspaper or

watch the nightly news to realize that
aggressive behavior is all too common. Murders and
assaults by young individuals, riots at politicat
demonstrations or sporting events, and wars are never
far from the headlines. Why is the youth aggression so
common, what are the factors
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point of view is not instilled in a child's mind from the
first day of his birth, it's something that he gradually
leams by observing people and by taking inspirations.
The inspiration factor is the major one as there is a very
lithle minority who live on "l have a mind of my own”
belief. The bulk likes to follow or carry out the activities

' that they deem have more merit in

responsible for these aggressive
actions? And is there anything that
society cando about it?

Shabana Zegham a psychologist
speaks on the issue, "It has been
observed that these days that
majority of the young people had
been victims of physical abuse, had
suffered emotional abuse, had
been neglected, had been sexually
abused and had witnessed violence
against other family members and
their aggressive nature is areaction.”
In less aggressive behaviors such as
smashing a glass or anything that
they can get theirhands on the floors
and cutting one's vein with a blade,
the psychologists reveal that these
young offenders feelignored by their
parents and that their offending
behaviour is basically -taken as a

Psychology

the eyes of others or as being as what
theytermas "cool”,

Media
| The term cool however has different
extremes. There is a vast variety who
thoroughly believes that being subtle
yet confident is the in thing, but it is
often observed that such attitude is
observed to some extent only in the
youth who are well educated. This is
not true for aill well educated
adolescents because the impact of
violent movies like tomb raider, matrix
and the others from the same league
are highly influencing the vyouth.
Though the good educational
background marks the limit for
children belonging to this criterion.,
They 100 like the rest of the lot are
relying on movies like Munna Bhai
M.B.B.S, but the way they use it is.
diametiically opposed. Shahid, whois

mean of attracting their parents'
attention. According to
psychologists the very end of school life brings a new
perspective in the minds of adolescents. Ifs the point
in fime when they try to establish that they are
confident and nothing scares them. However, this

a Cambridge student says, " | won't
say that the affect of such movies is
any less on me because | am also going through the
same period of life like the rest of my age fellows.
Though | know that | can't copy the action scene
because for one Il definitely break my leg and
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Economic empowerment lessens the aggression and
unemployment adds to frustration

secondly today media is open enough for all of us to
know that those scenes are not genuine. However to
guench my aggressive thirst | do use words like
"Mmamoo, bole tu, apun” etc because no matter how
hard I fry 1o negate it, the fact remains that aggressive
behavior and language is very attractive”,

Same condition applies to dressing scene these days. '

We will see people around us in multi color shirts, for
that matter even skin tights especially onthe ones who
are as skinny as

growth and upheaval of the youth fanatic activities
has reached the highest point now. The Pressure
groups always had a strong hold in Punjab University,
they have rigid thoughts rooted in their minds and they
go out of the way to implement them, even if that
means harassing or killing someone. Same is the case
with FC Coliege, which has created a niche in the
long list of educational institutes where aggression
and violence 1o the fellow students have reached the

pinnacle. One just

anything and make
one feel like shouting
out loud that “for the
love of God! Please
have mercy!”

The other saddening
feature is that there are
no healthy activities
these days, the youth
prefer sitting at home
piaying play station
then going out in the
scorching heat or for
that mafter freezing
cold for piaying cricket
or football. Speaking in
reference to boys in particular, the only time they
spend out is mostly with their friends at some
restaurant or gaming zone kind of place where all
they do is to discuss some scene of a violent movie or
a video game that makes them feel like a macho
man. Such kind of behavior and thinking is so typical
and widely accepted that restaurants today have
food named after this, the most recent example is
that of macho burger.

Nevertheless, the growing scale of youth aggression
cannot be confined 1o media alone. Media is one
form of promoting the agression bwt in country like
ours that is not the only source. We have a strong
backing of religious extremists who wijll do anything
and everything and justify it in the name of Islam or
more specifically jihad. These are the reasons that the

cannot blame the
poor parents who think
a thousand times
before getting their
chidren admitted in
such an institute which
has a police station
built inside as well.
Today is the age when
there is only survival of
the fittest and that too
not metaphorically but
A literally. There are a
1l number of factors that
make an innocent
mind adopt the harsh

~realities of life. Fawad
who is a student of FC College says, "When | came
here, | was just like any other normal boy who has
passed out school and is excited about college life. |
was harassed the very first day | entered the college
as | was a fresher and it is indeed a well practiced
culture by the seniors to make first year fools.” Though
the catchis thatitis not only the fooling parts like telling
awrong way or fining cash that is distressing, there is a
lot more to the misused term. Fawad adds "Gone are
the days when you were made fool in simple ways,
these days you are made “obvious fools”, they'll make
you do stuff that will make you feel awful. If you do not
follow their orders this means that you are not obeying
your seniors, which then autormatically means that
you are in for trouble. | for one had a fight with my
senior and | got myself a fracture and affer recovering
| redlized that | need to retaliate because one can't
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survive otherwise.”

The youth today
have different ways

of expressing their building of the violent youth activities.

aggression. The

most commonly

used method is

forming a gang who will kill, kidnap, harass or rape for
money. There are a ot of psychologists who think that
this behavior in the youth is because of redundancy.
Economic empowerment lessens the aggression and
unemployment adds to frustration and people start
adopting ways and techniques, which can eventually
get them easy money. Balgees who is a mother of
Rizwan, a missing criminal, says, "We were not
economically that sound but still | got my son the
basic education till bachelor's level so that he can
stand on his feet but as luck had it, he like many others
remained unemployed for a good couple of years. 1o
kil time he started roaming around with other
youngsters of his age and with the passage of time as
our economic conditions went extremely down he
developed a gang. Although | remained unaware of
it until the police started showing up at our house for
investigations.” The setback is that Balgees is not the
only one with a son who is a criminal; the list of such
people isendless.

The other important issue is the sectarianism, which
has a strong role in building of the violent youth

The other important issue is
sectarianism, which has a strong role in undue advantage

activities. The deeni
the madrassas take

of the impact they
have on society and
educate il points to
the youth belonging
to their sect about
the other sects. These are the reasons that we hear
ehind the bomb blasts and riots inside and outside
the mosques and the holy places.

To say that we can put a complete end to it will be
hypothetically forged. Nonetheless we can getrid of it
to some extent if government utterly engages itself in it
as well. The government should deal with the
unemployment factor primarily. It should also take
notice of aggressive activities held at
college/university and even deeni madrassas level
and implement rules and regulations that leave no
choice for adolescents but to obey. Comments from
the young people suggested that they rarely knew
where to tum forinformation and get advice on issues
such as family, violence and school. One other
implication is that such young people could benefit
from an approachable, non-judgmental and
confidential service to go to for advice on these issues
to enable them to deal with the problems that they
encounter. Also mediation between young people
and parents could help them engage positively. m

Credits: www.glasberg.com

“Friday night you stayed out until almost 9:00,
yesterday you had cola instead of milk and
this morning you forgot to floss. Your father
and I are afraid you’re getting too wild.”




By: The team of Bargad

ver heard of the Youth Ministry? Well it exists. It
exists in its full splendor as the Minisiry for
Sports, Culture and Youth Affairs with a very optimistic

everywhere in the enviionment there was a
contradiction between red and green. To quote the
students groups in our university, they used to raise

Minister, Mr Muhammad Ali Durrani.  As their voices together 1o say “sabz hai sabz
Bargad claims to be an crganization hai Asia sabz hai” and then from the
working for the youth, considering it other side we used to here, “surkh

1o be its responsibility, the tfeam
of Bargad contacted the
Youth Ministry for the
purpose of aninterview.
Getting an appointment

for the interview was
harder than we thought it
would be. Finally when

we were given tme by
the honorable minister it
was worth the delay. We
got to enjoy exclusivity of his
‘company where he was all set
forthe encounter.

and Youth Affairs, Mr Muhammad Ali

Durrani is presently member of Senate, and
Secretary General of the Milat Party as well as
National Alliance Fakistan, He is also President of the
Wise Education Society and a great patron of the
Women Welfare Society. Apart from that he is
surprisingly also a Mechanical Engineer.

As we made ourselves comfortable in his posh
drawing rcom we had to consciously remind
ourselves that were there for a formail interview, The
atmosphere was so homely that there was every
chance that we could have forgotten the real
purpose of our visit. All set with our papers and pens we
started the interview.

Bargad: Tell us something about your student life?
Mr Durrani: It was the era of seventies when

MINISIRY
still slive!

/\n inferview wi”’) |I1e N‘inisler
fov Spor)ls, Cru“ure

mnl \4;11”\ /’\”dirs;
Minister of State for Culture Spoits Me Muhammad Ali Durerani

hai surkn hai Asia surkn hai”,

Interestingly, once someone

initiated a very smart

slogan saying “Na neela

hai na peela hai Asia

rangeela hai”. So this

was the scenario in

which | grew up. At that

time | had chosen to be

green | was designated

as Nazim of Islami Jamiat

Tulba NWFP. One thing |

was sure of at that time and |

stil am that | never wanted to

become a professional student
leader.

Bargad: How is the youth of today different from the
youth of your times?

Mr Durrani: The youth of the present times is more
exposed to information. They are more confident and
have more potential as compared 1o the youth of our
times. However, the level of motivation in today's
youth is almost non-existent. In our fimes students were
very sincere. Even those who joined politics were very
dedicated to their commitments. While the present
youth are directionless, and the need of the hour is to
provide them a source of guidance. A human mind
canonly be motivated by a human mind so there is a
dire need that people with intellect should put in an
effort in order to provoke young minds to work for
common good.
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Bargad: How did you join active politics?

Mr Durrani: Even after university, | remained actively
involved with the 11, (Islami Jamhori ttehad). In 1991, |
with a group of like-minded friends joined together to
form an organization called PASBAN, this was an
organization with the aim of raising awareness of
promotion and protection of basic human rights.
PASBAN presented the idea of power sharing with
public and re structuring of local govemment system.
It was a non-political organization that affracted
membership from a broad spectrum of political and
social activists. Organized campaigns were
launched on a diverse range of social issues. Public
mobilization and training with a view to wage struggle
for their rights within the confines of law was done. This
was caried out through street theatres musical
piograms and laser shows. Most modern audiovisual
technigues were utilized for this purpose. Then there
came a time when PASBAN

Help of local govermnments will be taken in order to
achieve maximum penetration among the youth at
all levels. Media will be used for both feedback and
promotion of the issues in relevance with the youth
policy. We will make armangements such that the
policy once made should be reviewed annually.

Bargad: Do you believe that participation of youth
is necessary in decision-making process of
formation of any policy regarding youth?

Mr Durrani: Yes, the target must be involved.

Bargad: What is the biggest constraint in
development and implementation of an effective
youth policy?
Mr Durrani: No constraints as such. Even budget is not
a problem if we will provide an effective draft budget
would be allocated to us. Budget cannot be the
criteria for people who work in the social sector. My
strength is the area | am working for;
the youth. The young blood has alf the

needed a political coverage and My strength is the areal am potentials thatjust need o be utilized. -

at that ime | thought that I have to
be actually involved in the politics
in order to achieve my goal,

Bargad: What has been your goal ordreamiin life?
Mr Durrani: | do not dream, and | do not believe in
idealism. If 1 can work for the intellectual and
economic uplift of a common man, | think | would be
successful,

Bargad: Why were you chosen for the Youth
Ministry? In fact what is the criterion for
the selection of ministers for any ministry? -

Mr Durrani: | was the only minister who was told before
hand that what ministry am | going to get The
decisionis solely in the hands of the authorities.

Bargad: Whatis the policy adopted by the present
Youth Ministry?

Mr Durrani: Unfortunately, there is no “Youth Policy”
available in Pakistan to date. i took over as the minister
only a month back and the very first day | got down to
work upon formation of an effective policy for the
youth. We have chalked out that the final draft; ready
for implementation will be prepared by December
2004.

Bargad: How would the ministry ensure consultation
of the Youth while forming any policy forthem?

Mr Durrani: Consuliative meetings would be held with
the youth in all the four provinces as well as Kashmir,

working for; the youth.

Bargad: What measures in your
opinion need to be taken in order to
make youth politically aware, and
economically independent as well as productive?
Mr Durrani: | believe along with advocacy action is
must. Effective and practical steps need to be taken
in order to bring about a positive change, We have
listed out our objectives as the following:
Encouragement of sports on union councit level and
rational level, frainings and workshop for leadership
development, self employment schemes,
development of manuals, skill development,
manpower export and job placement, and
exchange programs at inter provincial and inter
regionatlevel.

During the interview Mr Durrani expressed that he
wants to advocate only those ideas that have a
tangible gain. Otherwise advocacy only increases
frustration. His belief is that most effective advocacy
can be caried out through performance. Media
plays the vital role in propagation of any idea. He
commented that most NGOs are playing the role of
advocates of human rights and heailthy ideas bu
what GEO can do NGOs cannot. '
We had a very interesting session with him. One thing,
we will never be able to forget about him was his
gratuitous hospitality, and of course the lavish dinner
which was very delicious !

Ligsu
L



By: Nauman Ali Chaudhary

11 people were asked

What ig the biggest
orobdlem of the youih

[ think young students distract
from the actual path and don't
concentrate on their goals;
basically co-education in our
institutions is responsibie for their
distraction.

Muhammad Kabir
Tailor In PU

The major problem of youth is lack
of carrier counseling.

Miss Sumaira Hameed
Department Of Sociology
Punjab University
Firstly there are no institutes to
impart fechnical education
in our country and another
thing which effects our youth
is the communication gap
between students and
feachers.

Mauzzam Mukhtar

M.A Replica (3)

Department Of Sociology

University of Punjab

| think, our youth is
educated but they want
fo reach to heights in no
fime. Secondly teachers
should tfeach our youth in
the same way as
mentioned in Quran, this
way our youth will create
a good future
generation

Malik Ghulam Fareed Awan
Computer Analyst in PU

He youth is facing residential
problems if they cannot find
hostels within their institutes

Mr, Aslam Virk
Private Hostel Owner

The education has become
very expensive and our
middle class youth cannot
afford tis expensive
education

Bilal Rasheed
lgra University
Student of MBA §

The basic problem of
youth is unemployment
And lack of religious
education.

Munawar Hussain
Senior Clerk in PU

The youth shows
exemplary
discipline while
visiting any
cafeterial

Shabbir Ahmed
Contractor of Cafeteria of PU
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In my opinion the youth of
today have lack of faith, on
both fortune and themselves.

B vasir Saeed
B.S {Hons) in Social Sciences
Punjab University

According to me youth
doesn't have any problem.
They are all right.

Muhammad Khan (8
Coboiler (Mauchi) =
PU Hostels g

I guess! The major problem
of the youth is complex it
can be superiority and
inferiority both,

Alina Anwer
B.S {Hons) in Social Sciences
PU New Campus

If | Could Use
a Little Money

School i$ really great. | am making IotS of
fiend$ and Studying very hard. With all my Stuff,
| Simply ¢an't think of anything | need, $o if you
would like, you can just Send me a card, a$ |

would love to hear from you,

Love,

Your Son.

After receiving his son's lefter, the father

immediately replies by sending a letter back.

Dear Son,
I kNOw that astroNOmy, ecoNOmics, and

oceaNOgraphy are eNOugh to keep even an
hoNOr student busy. Do NOt forget that the
pursuit of kNOwledge is a NOble task, and you

can never study eNOugh.
Love,
Dad

. Know that no one can make
you feel inferior without your
consent.
(Eleanor Roosevelt]
Youth is easily deceived, because it is
quick to hope.
(Aristotte, Rhetoric)
Experience is a revelation in the light of
which we renounce our erors of youth
for those of age.
{Ambrose (Gwinnetl) Bierce)
Almost everything that is great has
been done by youth.
(Benjamin Disraeii, Coningsby)
Know that nothing in life is to be feared.
It is only to be understood.

{Marie Curie)

You must be the change you wish to
see in the world.

(Mahatma (Mohandas Karamchand]
Gandhi)

Technological progress is like an axe in
the hands of a pathological criminal.
(Albert Einstein)

The secret of happiness is not in doing
what one likes, but in liking what one
has o do.

(James M. Barrie)




Sarmad Raza
Punjab University]

riends! Lets think of who we are? What should

we do and what is the ultimate goat of our
life? We promptly remember that we have to earn @
"Degree”. Ajob is to be acquired as soon as we pass
out so that we can have a hedalthy wealthy living.
Have you ever thought whether other people onthe
planet are living a good life or not? If few of them are
happy than do we have any relation with the rest of
the majority. Shouid we not do some thing good for
the humanity?

Do you think alike, if not than, are you insensitive or
do you know not about ali this or may be now you
have become used 1o this kind of living. | think that
our universities should have been top class
universities in the world. We should go for modern
research and produce some thing for the
pbetterment of humanity. Why is it not happening?
Well, because the prevailing circumstances in our
country are such that there is hardly any place in our
budget foreducation.

Children are miserably roaming around the roads
bare footed. Sick people are despondently dying.
Senior citizens have no shelters and women are
living unidentified life. Every young man is looking for
job like a dog looking for a bone at butcher's shop.
Except few, every person is poor. Don't you know it's
our exploitation and who is responsible for this
malicious action.

The “First world” is without doubt, exploiting the “Third
World”. Do we want 10 save ourselves from this
exploitation?” Then we must know how the “First
Woild” is exploiting us. Is it "Capital”? They are
earning this capital from “Third World”. How
pleasantly we hand over our capital by drinking
“Pepsi’, eating burgers from 'McDonald's, Chicken
from 'KFC' and Pizza from 'Pizza Hut'. Just ponder a
ittle, how many things you use from day to night and
out of them how many aie the products of
multinational companies.

What is the role of our Government in this regard?

| Let's be waiied!

A WGLQ up Glaf’m {Of’ SJ[UCJQnJIS which damaged our agriculture sector. He

Though international companies were established
by the Britain but these companies touched their
peaks in the era of Ayub Khan which we all call the
period of progress. He brought "Green Revolution”

brought foreign loans and bought weapons. Every
ruler since the very beginning has fulfiled his
personal desires. The 'Military Man' brought
weapons; The 'Feudal Lord' produced hunting
places and the 'Capitalist made the "Motorway”,
Nothing has been done for us. The rulers lavishly
spend people's money on ammunitions and
weapons and the remaining amount has been
spenton their personal extravagance and joviality.

Both Indian and Pakistani rulers have always
developed antagonism and strengthened
abhorrence through negative propaganda. Both
the militaries, out of their monopolistic attitude have
created unfinished disturbance on the borders, Mr.
Ziatouched the heights and his policies gave birth to
the ‘Kalashnikov Culture’ in the society byinculcating
sectarianism and by deveiloping linguistic
differences among the youth of his time. He made
allthe country a cantonment area and every child a
military man. May be he intended to instigate war all
over the world. Clashes based on sectarianism were
actually war exercises. Every mother wished to see
her son as a military man and ever girl wanted to
marry some one fromthe army.

This is our country and we should have the right to
rule it. We have been ruled by feudal lords, capitalists
and military men who were unaware of our
problems and have no relations with us. We have to
choose our leader from amongst us. We have to
establish our own Government. What students can
do in this regard, examples exists in history. It was
students who ultimately toppled down Suharto's
govemmentin Indonesia, created Bangladesh, and
crippled Ayub Khan's dictatorship.

Let us unite for the common goods let us unite
for the betterment of humanity peace and
tranquility let us make our own Government.

Let us all condemn exploitation__ overwhelm the
world and eradicate exploitation. Instead of making
atomic bombs let us make a prosperous country,
eam good name in the world and go for economic
and moral development, Let us serve the humanity.

People who think only about their life and consider
their individual development enough and feel that

11
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social development or its degradation won't
affect them must visit Karachi. They should realize
how the rich and authoritative Government
officials are fearful out their.

Likewise people here do not think that this systemiis
wrong but think how they can be benefitted from
it. We do not make any effort fo correct the wrong
policies of Government because we are entirely
busy in earning our bread. But why do we not think
ahead of it. We are living in a resourceful country
but where are all these resources wasted? We
want to think and live individually and seldom think
about others, that's why no body thinks about us, if
we unite ourselves forcommunal benefits then we
will find millions ready to extend their help to us
and we will doubtlessly get our benefits.

We have habitually accepted other's reign. After
British reign we accepted the reign of their touts.
We never recognize any leader among us
because we do not consider anyone capabie for

S

it.

The capitalist is exploiting us and we are not aware
of it therefore de not consider him at fault, Our
existing miserable conditions are because of
exploitation. Our happiness is a house, a car, a
mobile phone and we are very happy when
someone recognizes us like an English "Gora”, We
do not redlize the actual human dignity. We don't
think about developing ourselves as a
respectable nation. Element of human progress
does not exist in our souls any more. We have
accepted these bad circumstances considering
them better than the worst.

We are afraid of being united because something
hinders us from being so. Exploiters know that if we
will unite we will fry to fight for our rights and it is very
dangerous for them. We are afraid of our failure in
exams but do not realize that what we will do with
these degrees that are not worth more than @
blank paper. &

www.glasbergen.com
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“At your age, Tommy, a boy’s body goes through
changes that are not always easy to understand.”
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By Sitvat Azhar
one are the days when life used to be full of
endless fun and frolic for most school and
college going boys and girs. Out door life

offered a wide spectrum of long walks, kite-flying,

traditional games, modem sports, hikes in the
mountains and what not.  All these are no more than

tales of a bygone .

age for the young

ones of today. Their

lives, especially of.
those who are even
remotely anxious
about their careers,
revolve around
only one fthing --
fuitions, and more
tuitions! Instead of

the leisurely early “TU!T!ON%

moring and late
evening walks,

The young ones adapt to new situations very quickly
and they have no other way but to accept the new
realities of the tuition /ife. They have moulded their
lives accordingly. Asma, who is a student of King
Edward College, Lahore, says, 'Tuitions have now
become an essential part of education. Students
become dependent
upon tuitions from lower
Classes. The need for
tuitions is especially felt
for science students,
These days, parents
before admitting their
child, to college admit
him or her in the tuition
class of the best
teacher so that the
seats are still availabie,
The rush for tuitions is so
great that many

rese vonases. AQy RRDGRRGSSMENT 0ACe, o, o0 "o

their cycles,
mopeds, scooters
and even cars with

3 Necessity aow! i

admission to their tuition
classes."

large number of

grm, swollen and
anxious faces to their favourite tuition haunts at these
unearthly fimes. Even during the holidays they are
studying as much, if not more, as during the working
days in the college. The only good riddance for them
are the dultand uninspiring college classes which, if at
all, they are forced to atiend for the sake of meeting
the conditions of their lectures.

Just as with their studies, so with their examinations,
what matters is not the marks obtained in the annual
examinations but their performance at the
competitive examinations. These are now conducted
by almaost all the universities and boards for selecting
prospective candidates for professional colieges in
the medical and non-medical streams or for that
matter any professional course, The system exposes
its glaring maladies, if one cares to think a bit more
deeply. The primary education at the schools and
colieges has indeed become redundant or at best is
of very liftle significance, as are the marks attained in
the annual examinations of the various courses. The
competitive examinations and the marks obtained in
the tests are of singularimponance for all concemed.
There can be no weightier comment on the farcical
formal education, but who cares!

students now attend
tuition classes at all levels. Sarah, a student of Lahore
Grammar School, says, " Earlier tuitions were meant for
weak students; now they are compulsory for the
briliant and the intelligent ones. The weak students
are, in fact, not admitted to tuition classes."

Tuitions have become a craze these days, especially
in the large cosmopolitan cities. So much so that the
students even miss their regular classes o attend their
tuition classes. In many cases, those not faking tuitions
consider themselves inferior. They are even
considered foolish by their fellow students. The
motivating factors are many - from getfing an
opportunity to make friends with the opposite sex to
secuing a seat in the professional colleges. Fazal, a
student of Government College, Lahore, explains the
phenomenon, "Tuitions are considered a necessity by
the students as competition is very hard and they
have 10 get some extia knowledge to compete.
Going 1o a tuition class means you are going to be
taught above your level - more than what the students
of your class are being taught."

There are many other confributing factors for the
phenomenal growth of tuitions in the country. Many
parents feel that tuitions make students regutar and

w
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punctual and make them busy in their studies. Mrs,
Amina Ashfaq, an affluent parent, remarks, "Tuitions
have become a stepping stone for success in the

compe

Tuitions today are a norm titive
. examin

and not an exception! ations.
Instead

o f

wassting time watching serials on the television, while
aftending tuition classes, students are @t least
spending theirtime productively in studies.”

The teachers are also no longer shy in mentioning that
they give tuitions. In fact, many think themselves as
better teachers because they are able 1o atiract a
large number of students in their fuition classes at their
homes. Asst, Prof. Munaza Bajwa of Kinnadird College,
Lahore, holds the opinion, "Tuitions are @ legitimate
and moral right of the teachers, This phenomenon is
the outcome of the changed social scenario. There is
economic, social, moral and political pressure on the
community 1o adjust with this." However, she added
that the tuition work should be taken with-honesty,
sincerity and modesty.

Nasir Jamal, another ardent believer of tuitions offers
an insight into the tuition phenomenon, by saying, "In
competitive courses tuitions are required because
the people teaching in colleges and universities are
not up to the mark. They are neither dedicated not
properly oriented. The number of students in the
classes is too large and it is practically impaossible to
pay individual attention. The admission 1o professional
colleges depends on the marks the child scores in the
competitive examinations and not on the abillities he
or she has. Naturally, there is a great demand for
tuitions."

Many students supplement these views and feel that
tuitions enable them to finish their courses of study
ahead of time even before they join college. They
thus get a chance 1o revise the syllabus in theirreguiar
college classes. The students who are shy to ask
questions in their regular classes can remove their
doubts in the coaching classes and avoid failure in
life.

However, there is much more 1o tuitions thé'n what

meets the eye. Many students compbm‘

teachers no longer teach sincerely:in’ “he regulci‘

classes partly because they are tired after having:
devoted many hours to tuitions at home and partty

because they have become highly business-
minded. Many teachers remain absent intentionally,
leaving students unattended. Some set up very
difficult question papers in the home examinations to
frighten the students. There are others, who, prompted
by profit motive, encourage their students to take
tuitions from them by promises of help in the practical
examinations and/or making up their lectures at the
end of the academic session. Some even go to the
extent of helping their tuition students in the wiitien
examinations conducted by the university
concerned.

Apart from these alarming maladies that have further
vitiated the already depilated education system in
the country, there are many other- serious
repercussion. The foremost amongst the sufferers are
the poor students who remain behind in studies
mainly because their parents cannot afford the sky-

- high prices for the extra coaching classes. There are

oy

reports of teachers charging thousands of rupees per
subject for teaching only one subject for a period of
two tethree months. True indeed, these teachers eamn
in two to three months more than what they earn in
their jobs in a year. In other words, the tuition classes
have now become more of a hard seltbusiness rather
than a coaching class.

Further, these classes are now only marginally better
than the college classes because of the huge rush
and most teachers now teach in groups of 35 to 40
even at home. Even there are entrance fests for the
tuition classes and the really weak students desirous of
taking extra coaching hardly get a chance. On the
other hand, the tuition classes make the students
over-dependent on the teacher and they lose the
habit of hard work.

The issue whether tuitions help or not is hotly debated
today. Tuitions today are a norm and not an
exception. Till not very long ago tuitions were
regarded upon as an embarrassment and a child
taking tuitions or his parents ensured that nobody
came to know he took tuitions. Tuitions may or may not
be banned, but certainly are simmering wounds
reminding us of a deadly disease pervading our
educational system. Effective steps such as
examination reform, teacher education, alternate
means of coaching for the extraordinarily weak and
briliant students, equatl respect for all useful trades,
arts, crafts and vocations, new educational
altemnatives and new courses are called for if we have
to prevent our shrines of leaming from degrading into
mere shrines of eaming.
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AKATH RESOURCE CENTER

After being trained for one year the male
members of Bargad Core Group came with an
idea of a
separate place
for boys where

i they could

] interact for

el purposeful

act

" iviti
es.

It was planned that they should

institute a rights-based Youth

Resource Centre in Gujranwala.

This idea was later developed into

AKATH RESOURCE CENTER.

Akath is a youth resource centre working for rights

and facilities of the local community in

collaboration with the elders of the area. The in
charge designated is Akram Waraich.,

Akath aims at Promotion of dialogue among the
youth, career
counseling and
CV collectionfor
j o) b
opportunities,

~ training on youth

issues. It is
serving as a
tuition,
academy with
subsidized and
accessible
frates =
Scholarships are also awarded to the deserving
students. The place also serves as library and
reading room and a sitting place for elders,

The team of Akath wishes to
inculcate the values of consultation
and cooperation, human dignity
and peaceful resolution of issues
among the students.

AtAka  th, currently a tuition
[\, centre is being run under Mr. lbrar
L® Chaudhry. It serves as a reading
room, where people come to read newspapers.
It also acts as a community centre hosting
informal chats. It provides education and careers
related information 1o the youth.

The resource center also undertakes youth
networking: the Local Rotary Club and the Labor
Party have '
consented for
collaboration.

Ew

APTECH SEMINAR

Bargad involved a group of students from community
at work, few of who were studying at APTECH College
and showed an urge to hold an activity in their
campus. Bargad found no objection by the
authorities of campus and availed this opportunity to
the full. This didlogue served as a background for
Bargad to hold furtther activities in campuses of
Gujranwala. The topic of the dialogue was 'Gender'.
The things discussed were ifs meaning, concept and
definition as paricipants had very little knowledge
about the subject.

Seminar on
ROLE OF YOUTH IN LOCAL
DEVELOPMENT

A seminar on “Role of Youth in Local Development”
was held by Bargad on 24" May, 2004 in an open
ground close fo Bargad Office Gujranwala with 400
participants. The objectives of this seminar were to
build the gap beitween different stakeholders of the
project, to aware larger audience about Bargad and
its projects, to transfer ownership from Bargad
employees to Bargad volunteers and to discuss about
role of youth in the progress of the local areas.

Chaudary Mushtag Ahmed Gumtalvi, Deputy
Director Information Gujranwala, imran Ullah,




Member National Assembly, Sibte Hassan, EDO
Revenue Gujranwala addressed the seminar.

Pak-India Student's Dialogue
on Peace and Youth

Co-operation
Bargad held a dialogue between Indian and Pakistani
students on Peace and Youth Co-operation on 12
March 2004 at Nairang Gallery Jail Road Lahore.
Twelve students participated from Indian side; they

Sgven fun things te de
during an exam

You should not attempt these things
during an actual exam. The
following is meant for
entertainment purposes only!

1. Bring a pillow. Fall asleep (or pretend to)
until the last 15 minutes. Wake up, say "oh
geez, better get cracking" and do some
gibberish work. Turn it in a few minutes

1= R
L (] ([y—
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were all students of Gurunanak University Amiritsar,
India, while eighteen students participated from
Punjabb University (PU) Lahore. The didlogue was
facilitated by Akifa Mian, (Lecturer National College of
Affs).

The objectives of this seminar were to encourage
tolerance, to provide Indian and Pakistani students an
opportunity to interact and share views; and to initiate
a debate of peace among the youth and its
importance in life.

Rukneetan, an Indian delegate, started the
conversation. All the tension created acioss borders
was a state propagandain her opinion.

early.

2. Get a copy of the exam, run out
screaming "Hey, Hey, I've got the secret
documents!!”

3. If it is a math/science exam, answer in
essay form. If it is long answer/essay form,
answer with numbers and symbols. Be
creative. Use the integral symbol.

4. Make paper airplanes out of the exam.
Aimthem at the instructor's left nostril.

5. Talk the entire way through the exam.
Read questions aloud, debate your
answers with yourself out loud. If asked to
stop, yell out, "I'm so sure you can hear me
thinking. " Then start talking about what a
jerkthe instructor is.

6. Bring cheerleaders.

7. Walk in, get the exam, sit down. About
five minutes into it, loudly say to the
instructor, "I don't undersiand any of this. |
I've been to every lecture all semester
long! What's the deal? And who are you?
Where's the regular guy?”
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By Sakina Hussain

t%ay S'W. rld

w hat is the subject matter of Philosophy?
This is the very first question that comes into
our mind when we think about Philosophy. Days are
gone when philosophy was thought to be beyond this
universe. Now it's a layman's subject, dealing and
helping in our everyday life. Philosophy solved our
daily problems. At one hand it answeres the question
of the origin of the universe of on the otherhand it deal
with the human problems. Philosophy begins where
allforms otherknowledge end.

In the present era Philosophy has a more challenging
duty to do, because its focus is

more orless atransformation through philosophy.
Philosophy produces refine human beings not just
herd of caftles, who are rotten through their very core.
In government colleges and universities the students
of philosophy get the teaching jobs. The philosophy
graduates can aiso this subject in the competitive
examinations. Apart from this for the last few years
Non-government organizations and private
institutions have contributed a lot for the flourishment
subject by giving proper research areas and
recognitions to it.

At the government level

not cosmology but man and
his everyday necessities. The
basic redlities are the socio-
economic needs of a man. To
fulfif these one has forces of
oroduction i.e. tools of
production, labour, technique
and fraditions of work. Karl Marx
calls it modes of production. To
solve these miseries and
necessities of lfe one has
education, health and jolbs. For
this the change in the material
structure of society is essential,
so that the rich do not become
richer and poor do not
become poorer. _

It is a general affitude that philosophy has no scope.
It's a dull and futile subject. By studying philosophy we
canonly get a degree but not job. if's a wiong nation.
Philosophy is a way of thinking, a system, a science of
all sciences from physics 1o metaphysics. The whole
super-structure of society whether political, sociai,
legal, moral, religious and intellectual undergoes

philosophy has only been
taught in colleges and
universities. It's situation is quite
helpless af the government
level, because the ruling class
has not yet recognized its
important role in society. If
philosophy had been
infroduced at the school levei
like other social sciences, then
it would have been easy forthe
students to know cbout this
subject at the grass-root level.
Hence become is easy for then
to choose at higherlevel.
Individually people are doing
their best for the propagation
and progress of philosophy. But the need of the near is
to promote it collectively. One man cannct bring
change in the society but collective efforts can bring
revolution as history is full of examples. Logical
positivism is the best example that joint philosophical
thoughts can bring changes in someiy ond takes the
form of a movement,
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Pakistan philosophical congress provided a forum to
Pakistani philosophers for the discussion on various
topics. Every year a numbper of foreign schools come
to attend annual philosphical conferences. Islamic
philosophical Association of Pakistan has its
contributions too. Its theme is 1o understand Islam in
the light of modemn developments in the world.
Another thing which can help is to hold conferences,

subject) to

dialogues, discussions, seminars, philosophical
forums in which students of philosophy and laymen
could paricipate,

The question left, is that whether modern man is

capable of soiving the problems of death, disease
and destitution which our world  facing today;
philosophy has the answers. B
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“Why is it important for today’s kids to learn
algebra? Because I had to learn this junk in
school and now it’s your turn, that’s why!”




By: Maryam Arif and Omer Majeed
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Ali Salman

A young fnan wop|<inq ][OP ﬂ'le LJOU”’I

"Youth is an asset if not used it will be a liability" very
rightly said Ali Salman while being interviewed by the
team of Bargad, Ali Saiman holds an MBA from Quaid-
i-Azam University, Islamabad and an MA in
Development Studies from Institute of Social Studies in
The Netherlands.

He has worked with Planning Commission of Pakistan,
UNDP. Good Governance Group and Pakistan 2010
Program. At ISS, The Netherlands he was elected
President of its students association, Scholas.

Ever since his school days he has been interested in
working for the intellectual growTh of the youth, Now
while he runs his

youth as a community, we always talk about women,
children and old people but never young boys and
girls when it comes to rights and responsibilities. We
always think of youth as independent and
empowered. However the truth is that they are
neglected and directionless.”

When Ali Saman was asked how he became
interested in working for the betterment of the youth,
he narnated an interesting story. He said, “when | was
doing my F.Sc from Crescent Model School, luckily |
found likeminded friends. We were a group of about
ten boys. We used to sit together and talk about

vorious issues of

concern. We

family business, | ”We always think of youth as independent used to cal

he continues 1o

ourselves 'study

take interest in - and empowered. However, the truth is thatj group’. We had

y o u t h|

deve.opmem,they are neglected and directionless.” | @

and youth policy

issues. To share

his knowledge at

a broader level, he is also serving on the Board of
Directors of Bargad. He has participated and spoken
at varous national and international conferences at
home and abroad. He also teaches Development
Economics and Entrepreneurship in Lahore.,

Ali co-founded an NGO for the youth's intellectual
guidance in 1991, which conducted many study
circles, meetings with eminent personalities,
seminars, volunteer work, and recreational events for
the youth. In 2002, All was instrumental in launching
Pakistan's first information ponal for the youth,
www.jawanpakistan.com, and 'Jawan Fikr, the first
Think Tank on the youth in the country.

It was rather amusing to know how much he knew
about the youth and problems related to this
particular community. We readily agreed when he
pointed out that, "Not many have recognized the

clear

understanding

I that we needed

intetiectual

guidance. To quench our thirst we started arranging

discussions and study circles with well-known

persondlities of that time. These included writers and

other thinkers. We used to see people like Mr Ashghar
Nadeem Sayyed to seek guidance and advices.”

Ali told that it was this group of young boys who later
founded an NGO called "Naujawan”, "We were really
enthusiastic about the whole mission; we went to the
office of the registrar and got our organization
iegistered” Ali said excitedly. "We had a clear
understanding that knowledge is beyond text books
and we have to putin combined effort to acquire it, All
of us observed that efforts for progress and
development are only confined to the social level
while intellectual development is a neglected areq.
The study group thus thought of making an
organization for the intellectual upheaval of the youth.
When we asked him about Naujawan in detail, he

>



replied " the study group thought of making an
organization for the youth working without any
religious or political prejudice. The aims and
objectives of the organization were intellectual
guidance, positive recreation, and social training for
youth our slogan said, progress through self
development

As we became curious, we started coming up with
more and more guestions for Ali Salman. We wanted
to know of the activities *“Naujawan” used to carry out.
He said, “everything was very informal, gradually our
membership increased and around sixty to seventy
boys joined us. Interestingly, no girl joined our
organization probably because, the social class most
of us belonged to, did not allow us to have contacts
with many girs. We used 1o hold discussions with
intellectuals, and among ourselves. We worked
voluntarily for Imran Khan's project of Shaukat Khanum
Cancer Hospital. Our group was the pioneer among
volunteers working for the hospital.” We laughed when
he said, “since one of our objectives was to create
options for

people who were running it were too busy in their
personal lives that managing “Naujawan” became
difficult,

We asked him how did “Naujawan” become
“UawanPakistan”? He recalled, “After | came back
from Hague we called a meeting of people
associated with Naujawan, as i have said earlier that
we all realize that we should dissolve Naujawan, the
organization was closed down. On this occasion |
gave in a suggestion that we should continue the
advocacy of the objectives of "Naujawan” through a
website. | sunrendered my services for this cause and
took the responsibility of lIaunching the website”.

Telling us more about the website he said, "The idea of
the welbsite actually clicked, we were not expecting it
but the website became popular within a few months
and after about two months of its launch Spider
magazine rated www.jawanpakistan.org as the best
website of the month. Through the website we were
able to reach out 1o as many as one million people in
one vear. This was a huge success for everybody

healthy
entertainment we
used to go to
Jallo Park to play
cricket.” We ftold
him that it was a

[thinkwe shouldwork forthe
empowermentofthe youth through
informationratherthenspoon feeding

associated with
Naujowan we could
have never done it
through our magazine
or study circles.”

We asked him, in his

very smart idea
indeed.

He told that Naujaowan used to publish a magazine
called ‘JawanPakistan”, We asked how did they
manage the finances of the organization, He replied,
“We use to pool in some amount from our pocket
monies; but for large scale printings, we used to go to
sponsors and used to get ads forthe magazine.”

We asked him if Naujawan was still working, he said,
*No, not the way it started. All of us were very young
when it started. We had to build our careers so a few of
us parted from the others. | kept contributing but only
through articles for the magazine. Once when | was
studying in Quaid- -Azam University, some one at the
TV centre got to know of my dffiliation with
"Naujawan”. | was called for a live interview in the
breakfast show "Sawerey Sawerey” alongwith my
colleague and fiiend, Ahmed Umair. This incident
gave “Naujawan” a public recognition. After MBA, |
found ajob and then wentto Hague for further studies.
When | came back "Naujawan” was still there, but

_them.

opinion what should
be done to bring
about a change in the condition of the youth? He
explained, “the problems encountering the youth of
the day can only be understood with the help of a
relevant frame of reference. We cannot just out line
tre problems and look for solutions, We have to workin
order to bring about a lasting change. | think we
should work for the empowerment of the youth
through information rather then spoon feeding them.
The tools we can use are the media and the
information technology and | am sure that they are
very effective.”

An inferesting outcome of the conversation with Ali
Salman was that the youth welcomes new ideas until
and unless they are made compulsory for them like
text books. The efforts free of all kinds of prejudices will
bear fruits one day. He quoted Franklin D Roosevelt to
summarize his views as “we cannot always build the
future for our own youth but we can build our own
youth forthe future.”m
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Ms Huma Bagai

Ms Huma Naz Siddigui Bagai joined Bargad 2004 as member of the organization's Board
of Directors. She has been teaching in the University of Karachi as a lecturer of
International Relations since 1995, She is a Ph.D candidate and her thesis topic is "Non
Military Sources of Conflict in South Asia”. Apart from teaching she is also associated with

research and counseling.
She has been anchoring different Current Affairs programmes on Pakistan Television

Network, since 2001 for instance This Week, 'Midweek Review' and News Moming'.
Moreover she has alsc appeared as an analyst on foreign affairs and national issues on

Pakistan Television Network and private TV channels since 2000.
It is an honour for Bargad to have a leamed person like Huma Bagai as a support

and advisor. Her contribution to Bargad as a board member will always be

appreciated.

Ms Huma Bagm
Lecturer
International Relations
University of Karach

Volunteers

Yasir Igbal ' Akmal Ali
- — .2 -"*.?,,-

Muhammad Naveed

Jamil Yousaf
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RE Regional Dialogue on Peace and Youth Cooperation

9 11 December 2003, Kinnaird College Lahore - Pakistan

What ihe Participants Felt about the Dlalogue...._... .........

"t is for the first ime that students have gathered from so many unuversities of Pakistan....We will
know where v:olence is more and what its’ causes are

“We do not know obouf other umverss'nes of the countw Through this dialogue, we will be able to
share ideas with fellow students from other institutions”

“We will be hdving a platform to know about what happens in other universities"

“Policies are imposed _upon; students. We hope that after this didlogue. students will also be able
to raise their voices especially to curb violence in the campuses” :

“Gr.éot'oppoﬁuni‘ry to know each other and students’ concerhs"
“Violence in éampuseys is @ mendce........ We need such student gatherings”
"Heulﬂwr utmosphere"

“Youth was pohhcazed in the pcst Now |fs hme that we should work to promote peace ond
h _ cooperchon among them” :

"Students should work for peace and the poverfv stncken people of the region”

“Gobdplaﬂonn for the development and beﬁermen’r of the students”
"A wOnderful opportunlty lndeedl" 7
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