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EDITORIAL

l.adics and gentlemen one of the most difticult things that one
faces in this society is lack of genuine motivation. This has
become a society of fatalists. Evervthing is uscless. In the
course of going to students and begging them 1o write, dawned
upon me a strange phienomenon. They have nothing to think
about. Some were courageous enough to accept it Others
perhaps haven’t found that out vet. Does that mean we do not
think? Does that mean we do not want to think? Does that
mean we are unable to think? Does that mean we really don’t
have anvthing 1o think about? Or we cannot accept what we
think? '

We do not think because we cannot see deep into things, We
cannot see deep into things not because we are unable to see
but because there is certainly a part of an individual™s self that
the individual of our society denies being part of. there is a
face of society that society itself collectively does not has the
courage to embrace as its own. We hide ourselves from reality
lest it may {ind us. We are atraid of the truth that turks inside
us and we cannot face it. Today ladies and gentlemen we are
afraid to put our ideals to test, we are afraid that if we put them
to test we may not have anything to hold on. We cannot bear
the fact the idealism that cannot stand the lashes of rationality
is no more than a dream.

Man has accepted the fact that-he is 100 small and impotent to
make a difference. He has undermined himself in this clash of
wills. He has doubted the strength of his belief. the belief that
can move mountains. He finds himself alone and he is afraid of
the fact. He has to learn to live with it. he has to rebuild his
faith, he has to reconstruct once again. He has to reinvigorate
and renew his pledge to move ahead. The ‘world is a dream.
dream of perhaps some powerful men. Let us try to make at
weast our lives our own. Let us try to re evaluate ourselves. Let
us trust our inner strength to handle internal conflicts. Let us
have the courage to accept the existence of conflicting realities
at the same time. Let us have the courage to deal the problems
at hand. Let us not be hypocrites anymore! Can we but
promise that to ourselves? Or is it like asking too much?

e
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Mankind has to realize the stature of man in reality. He can be
the master of his own fate. If he is willing to pay the price for
what he wants, he can do wonders. In this capitalistic world
evervthing has a price and perhaps one cannot be more
satistied to pay for what one wants most dearly. But that
requires putting to test what actually we want. And that exactly
what we have always been reluctant to do. We want certain
things in life but we silently keep assuring ourselves that we

can do even without them and thus deny to ourselves the spirit |-

and adventure of miracle called life.

Let us live our lives instead letting ourselves being swayed
here and there. It doesn’t take anvthing more than what all of
us already are. Life is perhaps about a constant honest struggle
towards an ideal. Let us try to do justice with it. With so much
capacity coded in, let it not go waste.

»

We are at that juncture of time where the question is not
between doing or not doing. it is about doing more, doing
difterent and doing well. We may not like the idea ot survival
of the fittest but would even more loathe the idea of our own
extinction. We¢ must seek for new values. Not because the old
are rotten, but with passing time accumulation of collective
and individual both human experiences in all fields, the
knowledge and understanding are opening new possibilities.
Until and unless we are equipped with the capability to engage
ourselves successfully with the changing time we cannot be
sure of our own survival.

Coming to the state of affairs in our own society, all of us
know that it has stagnated. The reason is its outright refusal to
grow and evolve. When a natural process is blocked
consciously it eventually leads to disaster. We tend to define
ourselves as nation: many variant attempts had been made.
Right or wrong is another debate. But by large we have failed
to identify ourselves with any definition. The reason perhaps
lies in the superticiality of the language employed. discrepancy
in ideal and reality (however a viable ideal we all know is in
harmony with reality).

So perhaps the search is for harmony. For harmony between
variables some link must be established. That certainly does
not mean that we should attempt to convert variables into
constants. That would be a just another vain dream. That's not
lite fike. That's perhaps horrible. And above all that is
impossible. Every attempt in that direction is doomed to fail.
because it defies the natural law, in which variables are
variable and constants are constants. What a tragedy that all
those fifty vears and little more we haven't been doing
anything else.

Qur writings are ambiguous because we know though it is an
Islamic republic but everything has a price here. Though it is a
democracy but certain arguments are still out of question.
What would be the status of nation that has not one undisputed
common national characteristic let aside the question of a
positive. dynamic national character? Is being Pakistani a
nationality? If yes then on what grounds? It you feel like
answering. | would suggest you see the plight of Christians,
Hindus and other mtnorities in Pakistan, I would ask you to see
the liberties given to them in constitution, | would ask vou to
dare and ask them are they enough? 1 would suggest you to
take notice of the real situation do they feel sate? For it there is
a Pakistani nation they are the part of it as much as any other
community regardless of numeric majority minority question.

Lditor



Role model

An interview with an old Punjab University student
Saima Jasim

Saima Jasim belongs 1o a
famous  Hindu  family,
She was born in Labore
on September 12" 19644
Her mother befonged 1o
India and was rehzious
minded person, However
her tather Hari Krishan
Mehara held hiberal and
outiook
towards hte. Saima was
born in a Hindu family,
oot

progressie

her education from

missionary high  school

and was brought up i a
NMuslim society . She tathed wath Bargad about her journey
from being Sanjevni to becoming Saima.

BARGAD: tell us why and when did you convert to Isfam?

SAIMA: my parents were Hindu bat my - grandfather
Denanath Mehara a famous  barrister had also been a
converted Mushm. He was a liberal therelore he did net
force his progeny to do the same. One of my uncles had also
accepted Islam but my father remamed a Hindu, My father™
religion was humanism and he preached that as well. So
was brought up in a family that had a broader ideological
outlook towards lile and matters related o it. My mother
was very particular about all Hindu ritwals but we were
never forced to participate in any. [ was not influenced by
any one to accept Islam nor did I for I married a Mushm. |
did it after reading about it extensivelv. 1 accepted the taith
at the age of twenty-five in 1989. My only brother Herash
Mehra is still Hindu and lives in Canada.

BARGAD: the religious extremism took the lives of your
parents: tell us about i

SAIMA: our family was one of the few Hindu families that
refused to migrate to India after partition. Our family home
was at Queen’s road and my tather wus one of the favorites
of the locality. He was first attacked in November 1980,
That was outside our house. I was with him then and we
were sitting i car. The person was caught. He was a
rebigious lanatic. He told later that he was directed in his
dream 1o murder us. My father pardoned him and took no
notice of the incident. Then again at the night of may11th,
1981 almost midnight 1 heard noise outside my room. |

went out of my room, they were four or five people, ore of

them attacked me. I pushed him and started screaminn. My

“aunt and maternal grandmother who had arrived from
India then woke up hearing my cries. The murderers tled.
My mother breathed her Tastin the Tap of my grandmother.
My father’s neck was almost separate from rest of his body.
There was money in his pockets. which was not even
touched. This was neither a robbery nor some. personal
vengeance it was just religious radicalisme which took my
parents hie.

hat certaindy did not mean that everyone i Pakistan sas
fthe them. T found tremendous fove over heres Adter that
incident my aunt and vrandmother took me o Indas bar |
ccould not settle over there T knew | did not belone there |
Lcame back. my brother was m Canada and T was alene here
with my maid, | spent fourteen vears of miy hife oll-alone
there, Todid my eraduation from Kinnaird and then my

smasters from Punjab U niversiny.

Punjab University was a difterent istitunon ther, There
bul
for carrying out studies.

[were conducne
|

emember invited all my friends and class fellows over i
place at Diwalt, Although Fhelonged to amimority but b was

NOL NNy resrictions a healihn

environnent was - provided

v
[

inc\cr made aware of the fact. There wis open mteraction
Phetween bovs and airls, Jasi Khan was iy class fellow,
We had developed Tiking for each other: W miet onenly,
and then there was opposition when we decided 1o marry,
We evaluated the situation and deemed 1t necessary that for
the future of owr relationship ard children we shonld talk

about rehigion, Which we did and Jasim never ashed

i
ne to
convert to Islam, T did that onmy owne T eonverted betore

marriaee. And my name was changed from Samevi Mebr
to Sima Jasime Jasim was Lalled moan accident ten moths
atter our marrage and he died on November €71
preanant at the time. due 1o unbearable mental strain | had
weakened a ot and my child died at the birth.

|
! (LS

Today swhen Isee Universits 1 find 1t a totally dilterent
place then what it was during our time. There has been
degradation in every aspect and the most aftected of all this
twrmotl are students. We to arrange for combine |
studies, Our teachers were very helping and 1 sull remember
one of our teachers Qamar Abbas. There was not any
intimidation nor was there any vulgarity. We used 1o hang
out together and there was a wonderful atmosphere of a
family then.

used

To youth she said that they should procced with couvrage
towards their destination and there is always a hand ahead
of you to guide.
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CHANGE (Ahmed Fasih Qureshi)

Change requires not only courage of the individuals but
also an cnding stimulus, an unrelenting desire to write
oncs own destiny, an inspiration and a positive
motivation. All  we lack today are these very
characteristics. First of all we arc not courageous, not
cven cnough to accept the very fact. Sccondly we are by
far individuals; rather are prototypes of certain roles
spread all over the country. Being accustomed to leading

a routine life. with the habit of carrying out activities of

lifc mechanically and thanks to the thought control
mechanism of our society we hardly find it appropriate to
think what more, what besides, can be done to improve
the situation. We ladies and gentlemen are the modern
intellectual progeny of the third world.

All of us drcam but that it seems are farther from our part
of the world. Somehow whatever is scen as a dream here
remains a dream forever. Perhaps our drecams are more
real. They rcally are merely dreams. Sarcasm aside
people are very realistic here. They don’t want to drcam,
they don’t listen how to follow them and they don’t want
to utilize their capabilities and to grow out of their shells.
Arc they afraid? Afraid of the magnanimity of whole big
dark universc outside that may have some link with some
kind of flash that occur in their brains sometimes.
Whatever, however we may not like dreams but we
fantasize, how very artistic! Many may exclaim.
Fantasies at least. imply wishful working of onecs
imagination. But until they have the
realization, they too remain vain. They serve nothing but
are momentary escapc of an individual from an cternally
prevailing chaos outside. So where to go and what to do?

The link between what is and what should be is missing.
The link is perhaps a practical endeavor. The distance
between what is and what should be perhaps can only be
ideally bridged in theory. But it’s the continuous struggle
of individuals and their unflinching belief that makes all
the difference. The difference that isasbigas between
first, second and third world countries existing on the

same planet. The change cannot come until the process of

change starts within the individuals of the society. The
individual cannot exist alone, but those who think they
are can be an inspiration to others. Then why we mention
individuals only? That’s an important question. The
answer is until onc is brave enough to change ones own
self one cannot even dream of bringing change at a macro
level.

intensity  of

Every great task requires a bold initiative. Even a
thousand miles journey begins with the first step. 11 we
dare to have a glance around our lives we sce a lot can be
changed for better from within to the outside. The
mstitutions of the society arc devcloped not only to
strengthen the machinery that governs but also to
improve the standard of living of the masses by
facilitating their lives. The educational institutions can
makec a lot of difference. fhey prepare thousands of men
and women who cnter into various professional tields
every year. These institutions must encourage the
students to seck knowledge and wisdom instead of
blindly following old and rotten mcthod of tecaching and
rotten and outdated courses.

Lvery year a million of choices are made. lHardly a
fraction o f'them all, who make these ¢ hoices are really
awarc of what they are doing. The situation is worscned
later when in the institutions the environment that is
required for healthy education is not provided for onc
reason or the other. In the city of colleges, which can
perhaps rightly be regarded as city of universities how
many departments have well equipped libraries that can
cater to the needs of post graduate students. Every
student who picks up certain field to study wants to excel
in that. Now the job of the teachers and administration is
to open up ways to him/her, where h/she would explore.
That’s what their job is, the pay and the tacilities they get
is not only becausc they have earncd some degree with
excellence, not because number of hours they work or
deliver lectures in a month but because it is expected
from them that they pay back to the nation what is their
due. And their due 1s that with what they have learnt they
illumine the path of knowledge for others too. Stll it
would too much to lecave everything on others. The
awareness of self is essential too. One must be
courageous enough to stand the consequences once the
choice is made. The real test of one lies in the
circumstances o ne finds ones own self into. E verything
cannot be idcally set for everyone’s success; if that were
possible ever, success would have lost its meanings.

Perhaps we should learn to dream first. We should dare
to believe that we could make them come true. The shape
our society has today must be every thir<'ng mind’s
nightmare. A complete re evaluation of values is
imminent. Individual sensibility must be revitalized. The
liberty to be ones own se lf must be guaranteed. Lifeis
granted to one only but once. The undue restrictions on
one to explore on the part of others are as unjust as bne’s
own reluctance to do so.



GROUP FORMATION IN AL-KHAIR

UNIVERSITY GUJRANWALA

Al-Khair University has a franchised campus at
satellite town Gujranwala. It offers courses in LT (BI'T.
MIT) MBA. MBA. MA. BCS. BBA and ICS. T Com.
and FSc¢ at intermediate level. This institution was
established in 1997, Its Principal Prof. Azher Igbal is

well-qualified person for the job. Two field officers of

Bargad visited the college and explained to the

-
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Principal the purpose of thelr visit.

The principal received them cordially and asked for
sometime in order to negotiate with his administration
first. Afterwards the Bargad team interviewed the
students in groups at the scheduled time. We had to
form groups between boys and girls students because
administration did not allow them to sit together. The
students from intermediate, graduation and post
graduation classes were interviewed accordingly.

OBSERVATION:

Boys at all three levels were confidant and vocal about
their views and concerns, they did not show any signs
of hesitancy while discussing the problems they face in
college. Girls however had certain unknown and
unrealized reservations. Students from graduation and
post graduation classes were free and frank in their
conversation, they even sometime went on to name the
people in administration with whom they had
problems. They made the Bargad team to promise that
their problems would be conveyed to administration.
so that they could be solved.

FACTS: Bargad found it exceptionally easy to carry
out these interviews in the university and the

administration was glad to acknowledge the efforts of
the team. since it would bridge the gap between
students and the administration.,

PROBLENS:

The students at intermediate level feft that some of the
teachers were teaching as if they are taking classes of
masters. Some they believe had the purpose to only
finish  the course without taking the  fact o
consideration those students had grasped the subject
reasonably or not. They were very critical ol the lact
|that sometimes their schedules would be changed
I suddenly without any prior notice and that eventually
causes immense conlusion. There are no sporting
facitities in college campus. They asked admimistration
to start at least badminton. cricket. and hockey and
table tennis games in campus immediately. They want
Fcomputer labs to be expanded. They said that there are
many discrepancies  between  what is written  in
prospectus and the situation at ground. IFor instance

and students have been given any welcome party even
though it has been more than a month that their classes
have started. They said there were no common rooms
for boys to sit and they are forced to sit in vacant
classrooms. Girls had almost same concerns. One of
the girls said that a girl couldn™t go to cafeteria alone.
On our enquiry she replied that it’s due to discouraging
attitude of the boys who tease. however the other girls
did not agree with 1t

At graduate and post graduate level, students brought
to light the fact that they don’t have any facility of
seminars and group discussions. Some of the students
were not satisfied with the standard of teaching. They
belicved that teachers at master levels should be well
versed with their subjects and must be aware of the
latest developments in their fields and unfortunately
that’s not the case in Al-Khair University. There are no
separate rooms for postgraduate classes. Students said
that according to administration their campus is
affiltated with Al-Khair University of’ Azad Jammu
and Kashmir. however there has not been any
communication between the two. They thought that
students and teacher from both parts should visit cach
other. Morcover they think that students should be
visiting those companies that use the softwarc they
study 1 classes. Internship is out of question. Lven
Internet 1s not provided in campus. The computers that
are installed in university are outdated. Students are

4

students are denied of phone facility. there is no hostel.ggs
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not taught to install any software. Library is small
and does not cater to the needs of students.

STANCE OF THE ADMINISTRATION:

The Principal and the in charge student affairs tried to
explain their side of the story. About time table the in
charge replied that these changes in timetable from

time to time are brought according to the demands of

the students themselves and they specially consider
those  who come from long distance.  The
administration promised to initiate sports in campus
near future. They said they have a badminton court in
campus but that is temporarily closed. They however
said that they have arranged for various ericket
matches outside campus for students and said that they
would start that within campus too. About the course
the Principal said that it's their obligation to complete
courses in time. It they fail to do so these students and
their parents start raising hue and cry again. e told
that in government owned colleges they arrange for
hundred lectures per subject. however here in this
campus we hold over onc hundred and sixty lectures
per subject. He refuses to acknowledge the blame that
administration does not allow students to use phone for
legitimate  reason.  He also maintained  that
administration tries its level best to provide residence
to students who come from other cities. however they
face problems in that regard because so far they don't
have hostel of their own. [e also said that students
would be given due welcome party soon. The
administration maintained that they are aware of the
problems of non-availability of the new computers,
and Internet. He informed that they are building a new
computer lab with one hundred P4 computers. They

said that they consider that the two campuses of

University must be linked and that they would soon be
arranging the tours of students and teachers from both
sides pretty soon. The Principal talked of the problems
regarding holding seminars, since people are to be
engaged from other cities: it’s therefore difficult to
hold them of and on. About internship he said that its
part of education in the final semester. so before time
its claim is not legitimate. However several people
have visited this campus earlier. However there have
been discrepancies about this claim from both student
and administration sides.

The mediator wound up the discussion here and
thanked the principal and college administration for
their help without which this discussion won't have
been possible.

Views about Islam from Birmingham (Sana Shabir,
student of Birmingham University)

Islam preaches tolerance and love. It advocates
cquality among all the human beings. The divine will
has been made pretty clear in the Qurian. It lays
special emphasis upon the status of women in socicty.
[t ensures that their.rights are safe guarded and that
they are able to pass their lives with dignity. That’s
why it’s no surprise to find that in UK and US the
women converts outnumber men. 1t's a pity that in our
socicty the message of the holy book 1s often ignored.
Consequently a much distorted image of Islam is being
presented to the rest of the world.

The status of women had been reduced merely
to that of an item. They are being mercilessly exploited
in the name of religion. According to religion violation
of week is immoral and unjust. Theretore any code any
law that bars women from becoming etficient members
of the society is certainly not in harmony with the
spirit of the religion.

Islam in Britain

The Muslim population in Britain grew significantly
during 1950-60. It was the time when a lot of people
from sub continent migrated to British Isles in search
of jobs and careers. With that grew the interaction
between two communities. During the past decade
10.000-20.000 people have converted to Islam.

It is an interesting fact that on contrary to the
allegations that arc often levelled against Islam that it
subjugates women and restricts their liberty most of
those who converted to Islam are women. That owes to
the respect and integrity that Islam associates to a role
model woman.

Women in Istam Have Rights

Islam stressed upon the equality of the sexes. It
has sct a pre requisite for the institution of marriage
that both man and women should enter into it with
mutual understanding and compromise. Similarly both
are independent of cach other to decide in matters of
divorce, however  there are  few  essential
responsibilities upon both which must be met. Both
have right of inheritance. Islam allows a woman to
remarry.

Islam recognises the vital role that women can
play in the society. that’s why it doesn’t prevent
women from entering into matters of social and
political affairs.



Both in the past and present day. women in
Islamic socictics have reached political  heights
incomparable to the most "sophisticated” western
nations. Even in the earliest day of Islam. Aysha. the
wife of the prophet. led an army of 30.000 soldicrs.

Why then is Islam portrayed as a religion that
oppresses women and puts them in a position inferior
to men? Part of that is certainly due to the stercotyped
image of how Islamic women are portrayed in western
media as an extension of Islam. It is also true.
however, that in many so-called "Islamic" countries:
women are not treated according to their status as set
by Islam. Many of these practices are based upon
customs and traditions of the societics which have
found their way into dogma. Muslim woman's role is
not merely to stay at home. nursing children and taking
care of the home. Muslim woman is capable of raising
a laudable new generation. and giving constructive
contribution in all areas of life, working side-by-side
with men.

Respectable Muslim women do not allow her
care of body and mind to distract her from spiritual
matters; she is devoted to her spiritual development.
and polishes her soul through worship. dhikr and
recading Qur'an. She strives to maintain a precise
balance between all aspects of her personality.

The Qur'an recognizes the fact that woman s,
as imperative and ought to have the same category of
life as man himself, and that she is not mediocre to
him. nor is she one of the lower species. In order 10
understand what [slam has established for woman.
Islam has given woman rights and privileges. which
she has never enjoyed under other religious or
constitutional systems.

The rights and responsibilities of a woman arc
equal to those of a man but they are not necessarily
like peas in a pod. Equality and simihtude are two

quite  different  things.  This  difference  is
understandable, because man and woman are not

identical, but they are created to be equals.

There is no ground to assume that women are
less important, than a man just because her rights are
not identically or the same as his. Had her status been
identical with his, she would have been simply a
duplicate of him, which is not feasible. The fact that
Islam gives her equal rights, but not identical shows
that it takes her into due consideration, acknowledges
her, and recognizes her autonomous personality.

Woman is recognized by Islam as a full and
equal partner of man in the reproduction of
humankind. He is the father; she is the mother, and

both arc essential for life. Her role is not less vital than
his. By this partnership she has an equal share in every
aspect; she is entitled to equal rights: she undertakes
cqual responsibilities. and in her there are as many
qualitics and as much humanity as there are in her
partner. She is equal to man in comportment personal
and common errands. and in receiving rewards tor her
deeds.  She acknowledged an  independent
personality. Her human nature is neither inferior to nor
deviant from that of man. Both are members of one
another. God says: And their Lord has accepted (their
praycrs) and answered them (saving): 'Never will 1
cause to be lost the work of any of you. be he male or
female: you are members. one of another... (3:195: ¢f
9:71: 33:35-36: 66:19-21).

Man and women have same rights to an
education. When Islam enjoins the quest ot knowledge
upon Muslims, it makes no distinction between man
and  woman. Almost fourteen centuries  ago,
Muhammad declared that the pursuit of knowledge is
incumbent on every Muslim male and female. This
declaration was very clear and was implemented by
Muslims throughout history.

She is entitled to freedom of expression as
much as man is. Her sound opinions must be taken into
consideration and it won’t be wise to disregard them
altogether. It is known and reported by the Qur’an that
women often joined in discussion with the Prophet.
and other Muslim leaders. (Qurtan. 58:1-4: 60:10-12).
Moreover there were occasions where women voiced
their opinions and concerns over political issues before
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him).llistorical records
show that women participated in public life with the
early Muslims. especially in times of emergency.
Women played important roles in battles. they use to
accompany armies. nursed the wounded and so on.
Islam grants woman equal rights to
enterprise. earn and possession. Ller life her
personality. honour and dignity i1s same that of a man.
If she commits any offence. her penalty is no less or
more than of man's in a similar case. If a miscarriage
of justice takes place. she is compensated equally to
that of a man. (2:178; 4:45. 92-93).

In the case of inheritance, the question of
quality 1s fully applicable. In principle. both man and
woman are equally entitled to inherit the propertv of
the deceased relations but the portions they get may
vary. In some cases a man may get larger proportion
than woman, there is a reason for this. Firstly man, and
is responsible for his family and any other
disadvantaged rclations.

is as

contract. .



. and at times of confinement.- She is exempt from all

®
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It is his duty by Law to assume all financial
responsibilities  and  maintain - his  dependents
adequately. He has the responsibility to give to
charitable  causes, woman has no financial
responsibilities whatsoever except for her personal
expenses. the high luxurious things that she likes to
have. She is tinancially secure and provided for. It she
is a wife. her husband is the provider: if she is a
mother. it is the son: if she is a daughter. it 1s the
father: if she is a sister:-it is the brother. and so on. If
there is no relation who she depends on. or is
obligatory to. the question of inheritance no longer
exists.  However, she will not be left to starve.
maintenance of such a woman is the responsibility of
the state. -

Woman enjoys certain privileges of which man
is deprived of. She is exempt from some religious
duties. i.e.. prayers and fasting. in her regular periods

financial lLiabilities. As a mother, ‘she. enjoys more
recognition and higher honour in the sight of God
(31:14-15:46:15).

The Muslim women are well familiar with the |

"veil™. The veil. which she must put on. is one that can
save her soul from weakness. her mind from
indulgence. her eyes from lustful looks. and her
personality . from demoralization. Islam is more
concerned with safeguarding the women. from evil
eves. and helping her to live an honourable and
dignified life. (cf. Qur'an, 24:30-31).

Women are equal to men in the sight of God.
They differ psychologically. physiologically. and
biologically from men. This makes them more suitable
than men for certain responsibilities and less suitable
than men for others.

Islam recognises these differences. Islam gives
men & women rights that are different in some aspects
to those they have in the western world. In Islam, God
gave rights through revelation. They cannot be
overturned by anyone's judgment. Most MuslimsI
recognise the clarity and validity of the Qur'anic laws |
even if they are not following them, but it is essential

to return to the divine book for secking guidance from
time to time. There is no dential of the fact that one has'

to strive hard to find out the meanings of life. i

One day seminar on the impact of militarization on
youth

Barged held a seminar to highlight the concerns of
people belonging to various walks of life in Pakistan
over the growing influence of militarism on  the
society. The seminar was divided into three parts. It
started with a declamation contest between students of
various institutions. The second part was reserved for
cuest speakers that included Dr. Kaiser Bengli and
Irfan Mufti. Ajoka theatre presented its play Dckh
Tamasha Chalta bun in the last session. The seminar
was well attended by the students from the various
departments of Punjab University.

The declamation contest brought out the various
opinions of the youth. Speakers lamented the fact that
our nation had gone too far with myth making. That
they believed has deviated us from the reality. They
criticized the role of government machinery in
promoting these baseless myths. Ahmed [Fasih Qureshi
from Government College Lahore saw the problem in
our collective tendency of the nation to live in the past
and our sheer refusal to adopt ourselves to the demand
of the time. He spoke of the degradation of
constructive values in our society and stressed on to
put to rationalism our whole set of valucs. The other
speakers likewise endorsed the opinion that its time to
rise from slumber of centuries and to face the
challenges of 21 century. All of them stressed upon
the evolution of a system based upon democratic
values. Ahmed Fasih Qureshi was declared the Best
speaker and he received his prize from Guest of Honor
Dr. Kaiser Bengali. Mr. Bengali lauded the courage of
the students to " ASK WHY™,

ONE DAY SEMINAR o

i

- Moo WOTEL LAMORE
BARGAD RAHWALI GUIRANWALA
i i




After a brief refreshment break, Mr. Bengali was
invited on stage to express his point of view over the
militarism in our society. He adopted a very scientific
approach to disentangle the complexities involved in
the discussion. He started with defining the key terms
in the topic under discussion. which made the
proposition very clear and a set a definite premise for
claborating his arguments. Militarism according to him
was an attitude. a habit of ridiculing the will of the
people by might. a belief in supremacy of ruthless
power, an unending desire to cling to power forever.
When such elements come into power the first thing
they do is to employ every illegitimate way to
legitimize their rule by hook or crook. Its here, he
believed lies the real test of the nation. In whatsoever
manner the general public responds to usurper.
determines the moral character of the nation.
According to modern democratic values a state must
ensure rule of law. Mr. Bengali lamented the fact that
so far our nation has always fallen easily as a prey in
the hands of dictators. Civilized nations distinguish
themselves from the autocratic regimes on the basis of
liberty that they provide to an individual in expressing
him/her opinions, by ensuring his/her right to register
protest and support at the same time. He lamented that
such has never been a case in Pakistan especially in the
era of army dictators, whose rule have spread over half
the life of this country since the day of its inception.

In his view legal justice cannot exist without economic
justice. He was critical of the audacity of the General
who could come on national television and declare
“humbly™ that he owned only six plots. He asked for re
evaluation of the whole system by which such
allotments are made to retired and in service army
men. He pointed out sarcastically that in fact there has
never been an organized or planned legal framework
for such allotments. Furthermore he asserted that by
doing one wrong thing and then legitimizing it by
constitutional loophole can not get the approval of the
spirit of the rule of the law. He punned that a factory
could not be run with profit if most of its earnings are
spent in “paying to guards”. This according to him
breeds undemocratic culture and rightly so is the case
in Pakistan, where every man in position tends to
benefit himself at the cost of the national interest.

The above-mentioned wrong doings cultivate various
other negative elements in society too. One such
problem that we have been facing is the rise of jihad
culture in Pakistan. The youth does not find reasonable
outlets of their creative potentials. Rather by virtue of

their brain washing by powerful mafia men. they are
influenced to fight for nothing. Every year thousands
of youth instead of becoming uscful citizens become
troublemakers for the peaceful society.

Mr. Bengali also lamented the fact that how males and
females have been distanced from cach other. Their
interaction according to him could lead towards better
mutual understanding. That consequently could have
developed a sociologically better civil society than
what we have today. He was of the view that short
sightedness of our rulers and their political ambitions
had been an impediment in taking steps that could have
improved the situation in our society. e regretted the
fact that even in 21™ century. marriages are being
imposed upon our daughters and sisters by no one else
but by us. The element of chaader and chaardevari had
hindered our women form coming forward and to
contribute in the progress of the country and that’s why
we lag far behind in terms of income per capita and
economic growth.

He asked students to refuse to follow the traditions
blindly. Every thing must be tested by logic and
rationality. Mr. Bengali had to answer various queries
from students. There was couple of good questions
which seemed like challenging the theoretical
approach of the learned speaker. But Mr. Bengali
answered them tactfully. He asserted that nation has to
take the initiative itself. One cannot wait for messiah.
Until and unless each and every individual tries to
bring a positive change in his or her attitude, change at
national level cannot occur.

Mr. Bengali was followed by Irfan Mufti. Mr: Mufti
was critical of the situation prevalent in Punjab
University. According to him students are not
conscious of their potential and some elements both in
teachers and students are trying their best to prevent
them from realizing so. Consequently an atrocity is
being committed continually that is being utterly
neglected by all. He was very vocal against the crimes
being committed against women. He was horrified by
the number women killed in rural Sind in the name of
honor killing, 3500 women were reported to have dies
in so called stove burn incidents and 625 rapes were
committed there last year. There would definitely be
more such cases, whose reports could not reach
media.38 % of Pakistanis live below the poverty line.
52.5 million citizens could hardly afford a meal in a
day, there were reports of 715 suicides all over the

s
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country only last year. This might be fraction of total
as many go unreported. Only 2 % of population is
university graduate. 63% do not have access to safe
drinking water and there is only one bed for 500
people in Pakistan. He said that a small amount is left
in budget after allocating substantial amounts to
defense and debt servicing.

According to Mr. Mufti the reason behind all that is
duc to the distance that policy makers have created
between them and common people. A poor person can
never think of bridging this chasm alonc. He was
critical of the view that policies are formed in various
sectors without consulting those who are directly
affected by that. These policies mercly serve to ensure
the intercst of few instead of betterment of collective
cause. Provinces had been deprived of degree of
autonomy essential for good governance. According to
Mr. Mufti denial of rights breeds terrorism. Seeds of
deprivation had been sown in Bosnia. Chechnya,
Palestine and Kashmir. The big powers had dolled out
dollars to corrupt rulers and that cventually led to sheer
chaos.

One of the potent reasons is the way we have distanced
ourselves from our own culture. Our textbooks taught
in schools are silent over Bulleh Shah and Dullah
Bhatti. Parents and teachers discourage open debates
and discussion and it results in breeding confusions in
the mind of the students. Coercive treatment of people
by governmental machinery, oppressive fanily
environment. lack of dialogue in the society provide an
excellent chance to terrorisim to flourish. Difterence of
opinion cannot bc tolerated and so the result is
stagnated and highly fragmented society. These
perpetual injustices cause violent responses. Moreover
replying to a question he said that military might could
not prevent break up of USSR. similarly 650,000
strong army men cannot ensure the territorial integrity
of Pakistan but people of Pakistan can.

In the last part of the play Ajoka theatre presented its
famous play Dekh Tamasha Chalta Bun. It was
different in a sense that in it the audience was not
detached rather they were involved in the action of the
play. This play is in fact scripted by Shahid Mehmood
Nadeem. The play had a very forceful social and
political suggestions and it was well applauded by the
audience in the end.

The purpose in holding such seminars is to produce
awareness in the masses. The interaction of youth with
the intellectuals serves manifold purposes. It not only

enlightens the students with spectra of opinion but also
gives positive feed back to the intellectuals to basc
their theorics upon the undercurrents of prevailing
tendencies. 1t's the need of the hour that we should
start trusting our sensibilities instead of getting swaved

-

by emotional rhetoric and slogans.

Training Course for Capacity Enhancement

Bargad strives to provide students a platform of
alternative education through which they can have
access to information and develop the capacity to
understand what they assimilate. For that matter it is
holding one-year training course from November 2002
to November 2003. The purposc is to inculcate in
students sense of cffective social being. so that they
can perform their positive and constructive role in the
society. It would also help the students in getting jobs
in social sector. Besides educating them with the basics
of human rights they would be taught research
methodology along with the fieldwork that it
accompanics. It would help the students in carrying out
their thesis works. Bargad would also try to provide an
opportunity for internship to these students. Bargad
plans to hold several three-day workshops in between
the course. Particular attention will be paid to the
cxamination date sheet of the students. The selected
twenty-live students will be obliged to carryout this
course free of cost. These workshops will be held in
reasonable resorts. Boarding, dining and travel
expenses will be born by Bargad. Interested candidates
are directed to contact as soon as possible. This course
is specifically for the students of Punjab University.

Sarmad Raza Nayak, BA honors, Deptt. of Sociology,
New Campus, Punjab University, Lahore. Phone #
9231231.Room No. 42 Hostel No. 19,Phone #
9231293, Cellular # 0300-4122396



Speak out
Hostel Life

Sadia Batool Tiwana:

She is from MPA department. She got her masters
degree in the year 2000. She joined the department as a
research scholar in 2001 and later in may during the
same year she became lecturer. She is assistant
superintendent of girls’ hostel no. 5. She hails from
Sargodha that’s why during her educational period she
had been staying in hostel. While talking to Barged she
said that as a student she didn’t feel good about the
hostel life, without co and extra-curricular activities
life in hostel was miserable. Even if someone wanted
to take initiative there was no encouragement from any
quarter. Girls had no opportunity to shine and sharp
their abilities. There was virtually no entertainment
available to them. Some of the girls would do
something in groups but there was no collective
platform available to them. I always had this feeling
that I could not do anything. Now she thinks that it’s
even worse at personal level when she has become
assistant superintendent. She thinks she is helpless.
Even when there is authority she cannot take decisions,
which she thinks are imminent, right away. She said
that she wanted to undertake a lot of steps for the
betterment of life of girls in hostel but there are many
obstacles. Islamic Jamiat Taliba is one factor, however
students themselves are reluctant to change their
attitudes too.

Bargad: its been told to us that students wanted to hold
some program inside hostel and they had taken your
permission for music too, but Jamiat intervened and
later on Warden too asked to stop that. Is it true?

Sadia Tiwana: it happened exactly like that but |
cannot comment on it for obvious reasons.

Bargad: girls often complain about mess of the hostel,
why is that so?

Sadia Tiwana: the dues of the hostel mess are very
nominal. They had been fixed so keeping in mind all
the backgrounds of students that lodge in the hostel. |
don’t think that we can provide better meals and more
facilities from the dues that we get. It’s the same
problem everywhere, some girls are very active and
vibrant but the others complain and then we have to
stop them as well.

Bargad: girls often complain that Warden uses
unreasonable language if somehow girls get late in
coming back to hostel?

Sadia Tiwana: hostel gates are closed after maghrib. In
case of emergency girls are required to submit an
application to Warden explaining the nature of the
emergency. Coming late however without any solid
reason certainly deserves an explanation. I deny the
allegation of using bad or unreasonable language.

Bargad: there is a swimming pool for girls in
university campus but that is closed and they are not
allowed to boat in the canal?

Sadia Tiwana: most of the girls that come to hostel
don’t ask for such things. They don’t demand for it.
And I think that they don’t need it either.

Bargad: what changes would you like to bring in hostel

if  you are given complete  authority?
Sadia Tiwana: | started arranging
seminars in my department, in

which faculty members of the
university are invited. That links
them with students, it has cultivated
in students confidence and zest for
co-curricular activities. I would like
to initiate that in hostel too. I would
arrange trips. I would try to give
attention to sports. I would also love
to create more opportunities for girls
to get together. |
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Opinion poll

A survey in PUNJAB UNIVERSITY

Ql: What changes would you bring if you become
« chairperson of your department?

1- I shall close the photo shop (Amir, Department:
Chemistry).

2- I am quite new here. [ can’t comment precisely.
But [ will try bring some discipline to campus
and hostels (Asim, Department: Chemical
Engineering)

3- 1 shall try to concentrate upon the imminent
problems of the students. (M. Imam,
Department: Chemical engineering).

4- T think that our current chairperson is really
working hard to revbolutionize. so I would like
to follow him. (Sardar Said Akbar Kazmi,
Department: Chemical Engineering).

5- 1 would discriminate gender consciousness.
(Farhan , Department: sociology)

6- I would do the same as our chairman is doing
now. (Mohammud Ashraf Bhati.Department:
Sociology). '

7- 1 would make practical work necessary. (Falak
Sher. Department: Sociology)

8- | would make sure that students of university

are treated. as is their due. (Zulfgar Ali,
Department: Economics).

9- Make me the chairperson and then see what [
do!!

10-1 will change the system. (Yasir Abbasi,
Department: Economics)

11-1 would like to change the entire system and
would try to employ more of technology in
departments. (Zeeshan, Department:
Economics)

12-1 would make sure that there is no pollution!
(Ata Aalha, Department: Geology)

13-No. TC, VC. (Sajid. Department: Geology)

Q2: Which system of examination would you
prefer: semester or annual, if semester then why?

I- I think semester system 1s the best (Amer,
Department: Chemical Engineering).

2- 1 like semester system because in this system
teacher has in mind your real potential. (Azim,
Department: Chemical Engineering).

3- Semester system. Students will be at least
regular in studies. (M. Imran, Department:
Chemical Engineering).

4- Semester system because students remain in
touch with their curricula throughout the year.

(Sardar Syed Akber Qazmi., Department:
Chemical)

5- Annual  system.  (Farhan.  Department:
Sociology)

6- 1 would prefer semester system because---------

7- I am in favor of semester system because it
keeps students busy most of the time. (Falak
Sher, Department: sociology)

8- I think at postgraduate level semester system is
the best. (Fawad Abas, Department:
Economics)

9- As it provide more opportunities for learning to
students than annual system. (Zulfigar Alj,
Department: Economics)

10-1 am favor of semester system; it keeps us up
on our toes. (Ali Usman,).
11-The university 1s good.
Department: Economics)

[12- Because this system is widely established and
1s followed all over the globe. (Zeeshan,
Department: Economics)

13- Yes because semester system means through
study. (Kashif, Department: M.B Econ)

14- Annual. (Ata Ullah, Department: Zoology.
Sajid, Department: Geology) .

15- Because it follows a strict examination system.
(Zahid, Department: Haily kalj)

(Yasir  Abasi,

Q3: Do the books present in Main Library of PU

Sfulfill your need, if NO then why?

I- Yes + 1(Amir, M. Imran, Department:
Chemical Engineering, Farha, , Department:
Sociology, = Fawad  Abas.  Department:
Economics, Ali Usman, Department: ...... ,
Yasir Abasi, Department: Economics, Ata
Ullah, Department: Zoology)

2- As for as this university is concerned I may say
yes. But the answer is opposite for majority.
(Asim, Department: Chemical engineering)



3- 1 don’t think so: an educated person must know
at least some thing about every thing. (Sarda
Syed Akbar Kazmi. Department:  Chemical
engineering)

4- It is not because we have enough books in
departmental library. ( Mohammod Ashraf
Bhati, Department: Sociology)

5- Books of main library fulfill our educational
needs to some extent not fully. (Falak sher.
Department: Sociology)

6- They are not up to dated. (Zulfigar Ali
Department: Economics)

7- The collection is not satisfactory. (Zeeshan,
Department: Economics)

8- No odd collections. (Kashif, Department: M.B
Econ)

9- Not much concerning matter is available.
(Sajid, Department: geology)

10- So. so. (Zahid, Department: Hailey College)

Q4: Are you satisfied with the quality of food in
your Canteen or department cafeteria, if NO then
why?

I- No. (Amir, Department: Chemical
engineering, Fawad Abas, Yasir Abasi,
Department: Economics, Syed Zecshan,

Department: Hailey college)

2- Of course but the atmosphere over there should
be improved. (Asim, Department: Chemical
Engineering)

3- Yes. (M. Imran, Sardar Syed Akbar Kazmi,
Department: Chemical Engineering, Farhan,
Mohammod  Ashraf  Bhati, Department:
Sociology, Ata Ullah, Department: Zoology)

4- 1 am not satisfied due to low sanitation un
healthy things. Duplin committee must give
attention to it. (Falak sher, Department:
Sociology)

5- Environment must be changed. (Zulfigar Ali,
Department: Economics)

6- Cafeteria is too small, and dirty, snacks should
be provided in quantity and quality. (Al Abas,
Department: ..... )

7- No because they are not satisfactory and we
feel hesitation if any guest comes in P.U.
(Zeeshan, Department: Economics)

8- No customer service. (Kashif, Department:
M.B Econ)
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9- Not satistied. bad service. (Zahid. Department:
Hailey collage)

Q3: Do you have opportunily 1o participate in
seminars, didlogue, group discussions during your
research work, it No, do you need above mentioned
activities?

[- No group discussion.
Chemical Engg.)

2- Yes because | want yo argue over most of the
current affairs (Azim. Department: Chemical
Engg)

3- No there must be available
Department: Chemical Engg.)

4- Definitely there should be some opportunity to
express and exchange point of view. (Sardar
Syed Akbar Qazmi, Department: Chemical )

5- Yes | get ample chance of discussion. (Farhan.
Department: Sociology)

6- Yes I too believe that there should be exchange
of 1deas between students. (Muhammed Ashref
Bhatti, Department: Sociology)

7- 1 had chances to participate in discussion to

Amer,  Department:

Imran.

(M.

some extent (Falak  Shar. Department:
Sociology)

8- Yes they give us the opportunity to discuss
mostly in library.(Fawad Abas, Department:
Economics)

9- There must be someonc who could reconcile
the conflicting point of wviews. (Zulfqar Ali,
Department: Economics)

10-This 1s why | ====-ecmemmmmeeeees .

I1- We usually discuss things in library. (Yasir
Abasi, Department: Economics)

12- We do discuss things related to our subject in
library and in  classrooms.  (Zeeshan.
Department: Economics)

13- No. (Kashif, Department: M.B.Economics)

14- Yes. (Ata Ullha, Department: Zoology)

15- Yes, there is slight bit of improvement, but still
I think there is a long way to go. (Sajid,
Department: Geology)

16- Yes it will help the students to understand their
subjects better. (Zahid, Department: Hailey
College)

» ¥



O6: Are vou satisfied with the present performance
of University management?

1-

-

A
-

. . . | &
4- Yes but there is still room for improvement. ==

5-

6-

7-

8-

0-

Little  bit. Chemical
Engineering)

Not at all becausce in campuses quarrels are
common. We must consentrate on these issues.
(Asim. Department: Chemical Engineering)
No. (M. Imran. Department:  Chemical
Engineering.  FFawad  Abas.Yasir  Abasi
Department: Economies. Kashil, Department:
M.B.I-con, Ata Ullah. Department: Zoology.
Zahid. Department: Hailey College)

(Amer. Department:

(Srdar  Syed Akbar Kazmi.

Chemical Engineering)

Department:

Yes.  (Farhan.

Department: Soctology. Ali Usman,
Department: Economics)

I am not fully satistied. (Falak Sher,

Department: Sociology)

Poor, not according to up to the mark. (Zulfigar
Ali. Department: Economics)

It 1s totally insignificant.
Department: Economics)

I am not satisfied with the progress of Punjab
University  because there still  prevails
monopoly of the few. (Syed Zceshan,
Department: Hailey college)

(Zceshan.

10- Yes but there has been little bit of improvement

in certain respects. but still there is a long way
to go. (Sajid. Department: Geology)

Mohammud Ashraf . Bhati.

PU VIEWS ABOUT BARGAD

PRaread s such o ree that provides the youth a plate-

farm  to initiate  their
ideas about their
future.

As an old tree provides
more  shadow  and
protection  to  young

ones and protect them

from harm rays of sun.

We want to grow more

BARGAD by

spreading small seeds

in our future land of

Pakistan. By  this
BARGAD

organization. thanks to BARGAD team that they are

trying to make our dreams true.

Sehrish Ali Rana.

Dept. of Zoology.

BSC Honors. PU. Lahore

Selective opinion

Nazim Islami Jamiat Talba of university of Punjab
Tavvab Siddiqi spoke with the Bargad team over the
prevaiting educational policies in Pakistan. He was
critical of the fact that the policy makers and university
management get swayed by new policies every now
and then without actually considering the pros and
cons. He ardently advocated for student participation
i university senate and syndicate. About the
autonomy of colleges he said that it was an attempt to
restrict education for a certain class. He said that this
atrocity should not be tolerated at all. According to
him those who change policies every now and then can
not sense the situation well because their own children
are studying abroad. He showed surprise at the fact
that an 18 year old can cast vote and make a political
choice but is denied of the basic right to speak for his
or her own self in educational institutions where one is
studying. He said that the success of religious political
parties in recent elections shows that people have
grown sick of fake western oriented models of state
and that they aspire to promote Islamic values in the
country.
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