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Four Fakistanis
- arrested for double
murder in S Africa

CAPE TOWN: Four Pakistani
men have been arrested in South
Africa in connection with the
killing of a Muslim woman and
her 13-year-old daughter in Jo-
hanneshurg last week, palice said
Wednesday.

“The police are still taking
statements from the men and
gathering information, but we do
know that some of them are res-
idents in South Africa,” police
spokesman Mhazima Shiburi told
AFP

Two men were arrested in
Athlone, Cape Town and two oth-
ers were nabbed in the Johan-
nesburg wownship of Soweto on
Monday.

The bullet-riddled body of Fa-
tima Momade; wearing a ftradi-
tional Muslim dress, was last
week discovered next to a road in
Lenasia, an Asian suburb south
of Johanneshurg. Momade re-
cently arrived in South Africa
from Mozambique to search for a
job.—AFP

nas called up her Indian coun-
lerpart, Brajesh Mishra.

Meanwhile, Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
urged that Irag be given more
time to disarm and warned that
any unilateral action would leave
the United Nations “deeply
scarred”.

Vajpayee’s statement, deliv-
ered in parliament under pres-
sure from the oppesition, marks
the first time New Delhi has ex-
pressed a clear pasition on the
looming debate in the Security
Council on Iragi crisis. “If unilat-
eralism prevails, the UN would
be deeply scarred with disas-
trous conseguences for world

charges levelled on the Iraqi - that that person should be ex-  against any Iraqi diplomat.
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“Education is a process of transmission of knowledge,
faitb, attitude and skills to tbe new
generation a purified form.”

Vice Chancellor
Lt. Gen. Arshed Mehmood
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Editorial

Educational institutions are not only meant
to impart education, knowledge and
understanding to the students but also to
inculcate strong civic sense in them. That is
what distinguishes a good educational
institution from the mundane one.
Educational institutions have the potential to
develop the character of the nations. So it is
imperative that an environment is created
there to provide opportunities for the
students to discover and develop various
abilities. That's why some highly renowned
institutions put much emphasis upon co-
curricular activities inside their campuses.
But there is something that comes above all
or can be regarded as pre-requisite for an
educational environment and that we believe
is discipline. One does not always have to
shine and refine various elements in the
personality of young pupils but has to keep
under control the wild and baser instincts of
afewwho may inflict harm upon others.
Unfortunately instead of refining the souls
of thousands every year, we see that many
innocent lives are being affected by the
aggression committed by a small bunch of
bullies at the campuses. Let us take, for
instance, into account the situation prevailing
in various universities and colleges of the
country. There are police and army check
posts in Karachi university; the student
community of Quaid-e-Azam university is
highly fragmented into ethnic groups and
that results in eruption of violence every now
and then, and firing between various groups
is one of the normal happenings in the life of
residents of hostels inside the campus.

The situation is even worse in University of
the Punjab where many students get a
thrashing over some trifle matter every
month from the fanatics who have a hold in
the campus. Sudden firing may also occur
from other groups who enter and leave
campus immediately. Many such events and
threats go unreported mainly because the
management is incompetent and considers
itself helpless before a student organization
that claims to align itself with religious
identity.

There are thousands of other institutions
where the situation is no exception. The
violence that persists has reasons beyond the
obvious. Different interest groups and
individuals are exploiting students to
safeguard their own interests. Some of them
would always die for showing their muscles

through public picketing, Their activists load
college and university buses with students
brought out of their classtooms and towards
the places of protest. Those individuals
behind the screen no doubt are in positions
to black mail the city administrations and
sometimes even the governments. There is
po denial of the fact that they also provide
students with weapon,; establish torture cells
where they torment these who dare not to
comply with them, and they can boycott
classes anytime as well. They can get students
out from anywhere in the campus and take
them anywhere but the administration
remains silent. Is it because the management
is weak; or it is due to its incompetence, ot
because itis dishonest?

Whatever it might be. The administration of
educational institutions do not see the
essence of taking the right step. They would
love to indulge in debates and plans about
what could be the right thing but in the
meanwhile cannot prevent the wrong that is
going on. How they can change the character
of the nation, when they do not even show
aniota of courage when required.

All this chaos has resulted in the stagnation
of the society as a whole and a student who
has to compete in a world that is highly
specialized finds himself totally unequipped
with modern techniques.

It is the neced of the hour to develop a
positive dynamic character and if in these
circumstances immediate steps are not
undertaken we shall be lagging far behind the
developed nations for a long time to come.
As long as students are being emotionally
exploited to take up arms instead of sorting
the matters out pragmatically; as long as their
rationalising instincts are not encouraged the
situation won't change.

No doubt that students should protest; no
doubt, students should be able to voice their
concems effectively, but that does not mean
that the strong should swing majority on
their side by virtue of their might. A look ata
typicalpolitical activist in any university
campus reveals that he or she does not do
anything beyond what one is stuffed with.
He adheres to outdated and rotten theologies
and discarded opinions. I do not support that
there should not be political activities but I
advocate that this puppet show must not
continue forlong.

Editor
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Of death and speed-breakers
at the Punjab University

Rehana was a student of the Zoology
department at the Punjab University
(PU). She belonged to Okara and was
staying at Room No. 109 of the Gitls
Hostel No.4 when it all happened on
the 26" of August 02.

That sad day, she with her class fellows
was returning to her room after
completing the practical session at her
department. While she was crossing
the canal road, she was struck by a
speedy car (LXW 3141) which
dragged her several feel along the
road. Within no time Rehana's friends
Shahida and Yasmin stopped another
car and took her to the hospital. For
four days Rehana struggled against
death but on the 30™ August 02, she
lost the battle and expired.

Till a few years back, there used to be
speed-breakers to slow down the cars
passing by the campus, but then they
were replaced by an over head bridge;
so that the students could pass the
road without disturbing the regular
flow of traffic. All this was done in a
short ime but it caused problems for
the handicapped students. To
overcome the issue, the university
administration called a meeting and
held talks before a relevant
committee. Nothing came out of
these deliberations nor a plan was
implemented to address the imposing
problem that could have taken lives
of innocent university mates.

The final outcome of this problem
culminated into Rehana's death. Only
then the speed breakers were built
again to avoid any furgherloss of life.

Apparently it is just a loss of one life
out of 14 crore people of our land. It
looks so insignificant amidst scores of
deaths daily. However, we cannot
resign. For Bargad, itis a national loss.
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To look into
the real
causes of the
accident that
t o o k
Rehana's life,
the Bargad
team has so
far had hectic
efforts. In
this context,
Bargad team has been able to publish
Rehana's death news in the daily Jang,
Moreover, Bargad has also distributed
posters among the University
students to make them aware of the
whole incident. Bargad has also
contacted the concerned police
station and appreciated the concern
which has been shown by the ASI
Nadeem.

A

The Bargad team then met Rehana's
elder brother Mohammad Saleem,
who is a school teacher. He told us

'for four days

tha

supphed by their uncle and in the
evening food was provided from the
hostel.

The accused Mustaqim is the private
driver of a doctor. On the third day of
Rehana's death, he was bailed out.
Salim talked to the registrar PU to
cancel the bail but nothing was done
in this regard. In the meanwhile the
relatives of Mustagim along with
other people approached Salim and
persuaded him to forgive him, but
Salim did not. He wanted that
Mustagim must be punished so that
others could getalesson fromit.

The Bargad team then talked to the
warden of the Hostel No. 4 Prof.
Tahira to record her views on the
issue. She told us that as soon as she
came to know about the accident, she
reached the hospital without wasting
any time. Her driver was not available
then, so she herself dove the car. That
was quite risky for her, as she told us.

Rehana struggled

t the
news of

against death but on the

Rehana's
accident was

30" August 02, she lost the

delivered to them in a

very casual manner. After
knowing that Rehana was
admitted to the Jinnah Hospital, he
called her uncle in Lahore and asked
him to approach the hospital but
when he reached the Jinnah Hospital
Rehana was already shifted to the
General hospital by then.

Saleem told us that duting Rehana's
treatment days, they just had to buy
the medicines and rest of the cost of
the treatment was born by the
University. At noon the meal was

battle and expired'

She constantly kept herself in touch
with the family of Rehana and till they
reached the hospital, she stayed there.
Hostel No.4 contributed Rs. 5000 for
het treatment and the University
granted Rs. 50000 other than bearing
all the costs of het treatment.

Prof. Tahira called a meeting at the
counsel hall and explained the whole
situation to the participants but there
was little hope of Rehana's survival.

O
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'a gteat many of us [must] move
from words to acts - from words
of dissent to acts of disobedience’

Question No. 1:
Can you tell us who is responsible for the
accidental death of Rehana Shahzadi ?

ANSWERS

1- InfactI am so new to the university that I then do not
know about the event (Asim. Department: chemical
engineering).

2- It was an accident (Emran. Department: chemical
engineering; Kashif. Department: MBECON).

3- Rash driving (Falak Sher. Department: sociology).

4- University administration (Sufian. Department:
sociology).

5- Thave no information about it (Zulfiqar. Department:
€conomics).

6- National highway authority (Fawad Abbass, Zeeshan,
Yasir. Department: econornics).

7- She herself. (Farhan. Department:
Muneebul Haq. Hailey Collage).

sociology,

8- Small road, heavy traffic, and mistake of the student
(Rizwan Siddiqui. Hailey Collage).

9- University Management. (Zahid. Hailey College, Ata
ullah,. Department: zoology)

Question No. 2:
How can we make the present environment
of the university more peaceful?

ANSWERS

1- Segregation should be discouraged (Asim.
Department: chemical engineering).

2-  Strict Discipline (Falak Sher. Department: sociology).

3- Strong hold of administration (Sufian. Department:
sociology).

4- Positive coordination between all authorities and
powers at the university ( Zulfiqar. Department:
economics).

5- Discipline (Fawad abbass, Zeeshan
econormics).

Department:

6- Unity among the students can bring peace in the
university (Yasir. Department: economics).

7-  Jamiat (Kashif. Department: MBECON).

8- Students union (Rizwan Siddiqui. Hailey Collage).

9- University is the only level where students can learn
real education but it is strange what kind of agitation
is promoted here. We must adopt good ways to keep
peace (Abid Ali Zaidi. Department: PUCIT).

10- By controlling the students (Muneeb ul Hagq.
Department: Hailey collage).

Question No. 3:

How do you react when you hear of or see
violence within the premises of your
university?

ANSWERS

1- T resist according to the situation but practical
response is some thing different. I personally
condemn these things. (M Asim. Department:
chemical engineering).

2- One does not like aggression in any form. Same is the
case with me. (Emran. Department: chemical

engineering)
3- I become grieved (Falak Sher. Department:
sociology).

4- Disappointment (Sufian, Farhan
sociology). .

Department:

5- Tension (Zulfiqar. Department: economics).

6- We feel very bad about our nation's people. (Zeeshan,
Yasir Department: econormics)

7- Very bad (Rizwan Siddiqui, Muneebulhaq Hailey
collage)

8- Feeling that the management is so much poor (Zahid.
Hailey collage).

9- Where is peace, any way? (Ata Ullah. Department:
zoology)

Question No 4:

What role the students can play in
maintaining a peaceful environment at
the university?

ANSWERS

1- They belong to the most qualified class in the society.
They can play a vital role. (Emran. Department:
chemical engineering)

July-September, 2002
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2- They must abide by law and order (Falak Sher.
Department: sociology).

3- By organizing the students committees (Suﬁan
Department: sociology).

4- Educated people always help in maintaining dicipline
(Zeeshan . Department: economics).

5- Co-operation among themselves (Kashif.
Department: MBECON, Zahid. Hailey College).

6- Play a major role with co ordination of union (Rizwan
Siddiqui. Hailey Collage).

7- Student can present themselves like a good ones and

perform the real image of student in front of other.
(Abid Ali. Department: PUCIT).

Question No. 5:
how does the administration react to violence?

ANSWERS

1- Administration's behavior is satisfactory (Emran.
Department: chemical engineering)

2- Improper (Falak Sher. Department: sociology).
3- Verybad (Fawad Abbass. Department: economics).

4- They can't feel for the students (Zeeshan.
Department:  economics, Kashif. Department:
MBECON).

5- Administration plays no role against such incidents
(Yasir. Department: economics).

6- Satisfactory (Farhan. Department: sociology).

7- Very poor (Rizwan siddiqui, Muneebul haq. Hailey
college).

8- Negative behavior (Zahid. Hailey College).

9- Unbelievable. (Ataullh. Department: zoology).

10- Their behavior is not up to mark (Abid Ali
Department: PUCIT).

Question No 6:
how do you define peace. Also
tell us how important it is for progress?

ANSWERS

1- Peace at any cost. Merit policy. End of different
policy for different candidates. Determination to
build the educational standard of the country upto
the international standard (Asim. Department:
chemical engineering).

2- Peace is essential for the smooth running of society.
(Falak Sher. Department: sociology).
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3- Peace is a basic human need. It must be maintain at
any cost (Zulfigar. Department: economics).

4~ Very bad (Fawad Abbass. Department: economics).

5-  Unity, faith and discipline are key element to enable us
to enter the developed world. (Zeeshan,Yasir
Department: economics, Kashif. Department:
MBECON)

6- Male female combined setting (Farhan. Department:
sociology).

7- Students play a major role in peace of the university
(Rizwan Siddiqui. Hailey College).

8- Create mutual understanding among all students
(Zahid. Hailey College).

9- Upper level should be honest and sincere (Ataullah.
Department: zoology).

10- For peace we must develop the concept of liberation
and establish democracy so that every one can
express his views without any restriction (Abid Al
Department: PUCIT).

11- Streng-management.
College).

(Muneebulhaq. Hailey

After analyzing the above mentioned views of the
Punjab university students on different issues, we can
conclude that our students are well aware of the fact that
peace is a pre-requisite for the progress and advancement
of any institution. Without making the environment
conducive studies, one cannot think of better results
from the students.

According to the students, there should be also be perfect
harmony between the administrative body and the
students' union in the university. Moreover, they feel that
the administration should work actively and Wlth a great
care to provide security to the students.

On the other hand the administration maintains that
usually a situation gets tense due to the students'
negligence. Otherwise, whenever, the students have
contacted the administration in time in case of any
disturbance at the campus, the administration has acted
accordingly.

W peace is not metely a dlstant goal that
we seek, but a medns by whlch we arrive
at that goal"' - -
Martin Luther King, Jt. (1929 1968) :

e A

US cml rights leader, cletgyfnan

o
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Express yourself, but
defend me too!

/
Noreen Nusrat

Voltaire said that, “I disapprove of
what you say, but I defend to death
your tight to say it” He was
emphasising ‘the need for free
speech.

I certainly defend this statement but
does the society in general really goes
for it? Look around and you will find
that the answer is 'No'. Disapproval
practically leads to imprisonment
and execution. People do not actually
tolerate free speech. And one is
forced to think only in a clichéd
mannert and is barred to question the
absurdities that prevail within the
society.

People have been struggling for the
freedom of speech and expression
since long; defying the set norms;
rebelling against the adverse policies
and principles of the ruling classes,
of the set authorities, and of the
establishment.

The establishment, be it the
government or any other institution,
always tries to maintain the status
quo. On the other hand, the
intellectuals and philosophers
question and strive to break the
choking barriers of acceptance and
submission.

Socrates, the Greek philosopher
chose to die rather than to cease
teaching his philosophy that claimed
that, “no evil can happen to a good
man, either in life or after death.” He
was accused and convicted of
impiety and moral corruption of the
youth; however, he preferred the
poisoned cup of hemlock over his
right to express - the freedom to
speech.

Great people throughout the history,
ie. Sartre, Bertrand Russell or
Voltaire, have struggled for the right
to express; for the right to differ; for
the protection of free speech, and
for individual liberty.

Liberty is defined as the right of
individuals to act without restraint as
long as their rights do not interfere
with the corresponding rights of
others. However, there has always
been a cry for control on individual
liberties and the restraints imposed
have been oppressive. This is due to
the fact that new ideas are in strong
opposition to the prevalent religious,
political, moral or even economic
beliefs of that time.

The fascist regimes of rulers like
Franco, Mussolini and Stalin
abolished civil liberties and the rights

‘the fact is that we live
under continued
vigilance; we survive in
a military democracy -
the very term an irony
within itself....A place
where people are
conditioned fo think
within limited
parameters’

of individuals were completely
subordinated according to the
interests of the government and
those who dared to disagree were
terrorized into submission - nobody
defended their right to express.
Those were the totalitarian countries
but let us not go that far. Let us look
at the land that we inhabit, 'the land
of the pure', but indeed I correct
myself 'the land of hypocrisies',
where we dwell among religious
bigots. A place where if you dare
think differently you are accused of
being a traitor. We live at a place
where people misuse Islam for their
own political motives and you are not

given the right to protest or speak out
against plots designed to destroy
your ambitions and intellect; where
you ate forced into blind
subservience. A society, where even
if a man and woman are seen talking
to each other, they are accused of
having committed adultery; where
interaction with the opposite sex is
fotbidden in coeducation, and it is
considered a sin of the worst kind.
Can there be a greater irony? Do we
not even have this fundamental
freedom? The fact is that we live
under continued vigilance; we
survive in a military democracy - the
very term an irony within itself.... A
place where people are conditioned
to think within limited parametets;
where life is made a suffocating hell
and the entire thought process and
the ability to question things are
crushed.

We live in a country where thirty
three A' level students of a Karachi
school are suspended for carrying
out a peaceful demonstration outside
the Karachi press club on the
Palestinian issue. People disagree and
disapprove, 'yes' but does anyone
defend their right to say it, 'no".
Although the article 19 of the
constitution of this country gives
every citizen the right of free speech-
but who actually defends that right?
No one, because people do not have
that much tolerance. A major reason
for the backwardness of the Muslim
world today is because of their lack
of patience towards contesting
opinions. Debate and discussion is
requisite for progress, for moving
ahead, and society stagnates without
it. Pcople must accept that others
have a right to differ and can have a
difference of opinion.

In the end I quote the Lebanese poet
Khalil Gibran who wrote:

........ for you can only be free when
even the desire of seeking freedom
becomes a harness to you and you
cease to speak of freedom as a goal

anda fulfillment.”

The writer is a student of mass
communication department at the Punjab
University.

&
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Sociological discourse of the minorities
and social injustice against

religious minorities

Pakistan is an Islamic country of almost 140.5 million
people. 96.28 percent people are Muslim whereas
almost 3.72% belong to the religious minorities mostly
the Christian and Hindu communities.

The main minority groups residing in Pakistan are
Christians-2,092,902, Hindus-2,111,271, Qadianies-
286,212, schedule caste-332,343, Others-96,142 which
includes Parsi, Buddhist and Bahais etc. (Ministry of
Minority Affau-s Islamabad).

These minority groups are integrated well in Pakistani
society and it is difficult to recognize and separate
minorities from the rest of the People because of
socio-cconomic featutes and characteristics. Although
there are some minor socio- economic and cultural
differences but on the whole only the religion is a
scparating aspect of the life of the minorities.

This brief paper deals with the religious minorities in

Sabir Michael

Briefly, in social sciences, the
significance of the minorities
does not lie with their
population in any area. They are considered as
important as the majority of that area. At international
level, the human rights standards of the countries arc
also measured by prevalent situation of their

_ minotities,

:* Although there are several types of the minorities butin

Pakistani society we can see an emphasis is given on
religious minorities.

In Pakistan these religious minorities are taken as 2nd
class citizens constitutionally and they cannot become
head of the state or senators due to adhering to a
different religion. Besides this constitutional
discrimination the minorities have also to suffer social
injustice and discrimination.

'social injustice is a common norm against minorities especially

against the Christians and Hindus. They are considered

traitors and foreigners'

Pakistan as seen by the sociological perspectives and
present socio economic outlook of the minorities.

Sociology has a broader approach towards the meaning
and translation of the minorities into social
perspectives. It would be better first to have brief over
view of the sociological perspective of minorities in
academic sense.

“A minority is social category of people singled out for
uncqual and inferior treatment simply because they are
identificd as belonging to that category. Minorities are
usually defined in terms of ASCRIBED STATUS such
as race, gender, and ethnic or religious background, as
well as ACQUIRED STATUS such as sexual
orientation. Unlike numerical minorities, social
minoritics, may be in the numerical majority, as blacks
were in South Africa before the end of apartheid and as
females still are in virtually every society in the world.”
(Dictionary of Sociology p-196)
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The promises of the authorities towards the providence
of social justice to the minorities are still a dream yet to
come true. Social injustice is a common norm against
minorities especially against the Christians and Hindus.
They are considered traitors and foreigners, which is
totally a wrong perception because all the minorities are
indigenous. They have been living here since
generations and they just converted to this or that
religion as most of the other people entered into Islam
from the other religions like from Hinduism and
Sikhism etc. Therefore, to call them foreigners or
traitors is unjustly a wrong accusation. They are also
alleged to have under hand affiliation with western and
sub-continental countries which is a lie as well.

If they had any powerful outside connections how they
are still suffering the life of poverty as a weaker section
of the society. They could also get properties from the
Hindus and English people at the time of partition but

__
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this must be understood clearly that the minorities are
as loyal as the majority people to this motherland.

Although the law docs not support this phenomenon
of ongoing social injustice with the minorities but the
authorities always act passively on the complaints of the
minorities deliberately due to the socio-political
pressure of fundamentalists. For example in village No.
1288 District Toba Tek Singh there lived fifteen
Christians families. There was a well, which was the only
source of drinking water. The local Muslim residents
bought this land and banned the Christians to drink
water from there. The minority people approached the
court, which gave its decision in the favor of these poor
people, but a2 man threw a mud in the well. The local
authorities also assisted this man. (Monitor 2002 A
Report on the Religious Minorities in Pakistan)

In short the minoritics have to suffer social injustice and
discrimination. They are socially isolated along with
having sense of insecurity. They are very backward
economically and educationally. Their income is very
low and they have to suffer discrimination while finding
some suitable jobs. Even during the jobs they are not
given job securities and promotions due to the
prejudice.

Lack of religious frcedom is another problem for the
minorities. They are not allowed to preach their religion
propetly and are always monitored by the authorities.
They are not also granted permission easily to build
their worship places and every kind of hindrances are
created to stop the construction of the religious
buildings. Some times they are also disturbed while

praying. Their own rcligo-political leadership has been

failed to play its role accordingly. They are deprived of
better residence and health facilities. They are easy
targets of the zealots for the social injustice, prejudice
and terrorism.

The minorities are not united and are poor and un-
influential in socio cconomic, educational-and political
terms. They have no say in'the routine order of the
" country at all levels. Their members are not on high
posts therefore as it was said they are easy targets for the
social injustice. In present scenario of post 9.11.2001
this scnse of violation against minorities is rising
Whenever something happens against the Muslims in
any part of the world the minorities are linked with the
situation and are attacked, socially discriminated and
beaten by the diffcrent segments of the society at
community and official level.

They have to suffer social injustice because they are
economically poor but we can see that there are some

small minority groups like Parsi, Bahai and Ismailis etc,
that are economically strong. They have significant
influence at economic and political level. Therefore the
incidents of "human rights violation against them are
rare.

Moreover, the religo-political leadetship of the under
privileged minority groups has also become a part of
status quo and some times due to their privileges they
do not act accordingly. Therefore the minorities are
dispersed and unable to develop joint ventures to raise
their issues. Some times the establishment also develops
some people as so called representatives of the
minorities in order to satisfy international community
and donors. No proper steps have been taken either by
the religo-political leadership and institutions or by the
government to have proper research on the issues of
the minorities. Although some church based and other
general NGOs promote the cause of the under
privileged minority people but these NGOs remain
reluctant to carry out proper project of socio economic
uplift of the minority communities. There may be some
exceptions, though, not in anyway comparable with
overall negligence of the NGOs towards the minorities.

Although this essay presents gloomy picture of the
minorities butitis also true that the minorities are doing
well in order to keep pace with the present situation at
the national and international level. They have fairly
played their role in the fields of education and health

ctc.

Below are some steps, which might be suggested for the
general socio-economic development of the minorities
inthelong run:

There is sttong need for the minorities to be united
because we see minorities are divided within the
minority groups and even more, in certain minority
group there are further sub divisions. For example the
Christian community is further divided into English
and Punjabi spcaking Christian especially in Karachi,
Lahore and Rawalpindi, Islamabad etc. Similarly Hindu
minority is still divided in the so called caste system. The
majority Hindu people is not ready to accept schedule
caste as a Hindu.

There is also a dire need to present the minorities
positively and frequently on national media highlighting
their socio economic and educational role. This may be
sort of awareness campaign in order to change attitudes
of the general public towards minorities.

Another area of focus is the legal system; in that
objectionable laws and constitutional amendments
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'"""peace cannot be achieved through violence, it can only be

attained through understanding""
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 - 1882) US philosophet, poet, essayist

"""peace is when time doesn't matter as it passes by'" Maria Schell

""'"peace rules the day where reason rules the mind'"
Wilkie Collins (1824 - 1889) English novelist

must be discussed and dealt according to the demands
of the minorities on logical basis. First of all they must
be given status of equal citizens and secondly the
discriminatory laws must be removed.

The religo-political leadership and institutions of the
minorities should also look into their own situation and
their religious institutions must be more organized and
democratic.

The projects of social research about the socio-
economic conditions and problems of the minorities
must be initiated by the government, NGOs and
especially by the very religious institutions of the
minorities to deal minority issues properly and
scientifically.

There must be full religious freedom and state
favoritism on the basis of the religion must be finished
gradually.

Government should make sure the full participation of
the minorities in all spheres of the social life. The
government must also denounce religious apartheid by
programmes of awareness and legislation.

In order to maintain the economic rehabilitation of the
religious minorities they must be given full
opportunities in the job sector. Currently, there are very
few minority persons in the public, civil and military
administration. Especially the Hindus aré not

considered reliable for the armed forces. The
government must treat them fairly on the basis of
merit.

The quota system in job for the minorities must be
reviewed, increased and strengthened.

Due to socio economic and political discrimination the
minorities are mostly considered suitable for sanitation
related works. The majority of the minority people are
engaged with this profession. They must be given
proper economic facilities and job securities. Their
wages must be improved and safety equipment should
be given to them to minimize health risks.

Last but not the least a National Commission for the
rights of the indigenous people and minorities must be
established. This must be a high powered body of the
government to overview the overall situation of the
minorities and implementation of official policies and
fiscal schemes about the minorities. This is strong
demand of the minorities, which must be fulfilled
immediately. This commission should be consisted of
sociologists, social workers, religious, economic and
legal experts having full freedom at federal and
provincial level to cover all aspects of the minority
issues comprehensively.

The writer is a social development worker, researcher and Human

Sadiqa An Afghan refugee gitl talks about peace N

"I have scen great destruction in
Kabul city; no home is safc there.
When I went back I could no even
trace my home, as it was completcly
destroyed. I cannot not explain in
words the havoc, which I have seen
there. Afghans want peace and
happy life. I feel so sorry them. Their
face expressions were demanding
something,

Whereas, the parents want their

children to be educated, children are
also willing to go to school.

Many wives have lost their husbands;
youngsters have lost their elders, and
children and women have to support
their families. I spent just one day in
Kabul. People in Pakistan should try
hatd to do something as Afghanis
are very poot. As Muslims we should
help our brothers and sisters.  pray
to Allah to grant us the sense of

brotherhood.

Girls of my age in Afghanistan don't
have any idea about schools. So 1
explained to them and they were
quite amused.

Peace means no fight and very happy
faces. There must be security, no
fight andlife without weapons. Peace
is that when one can live at his/her
own will".
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Justice delayed,

peace denied
Sana Shabbir

Today as a nation, we can say that we are an ideal
society with all races, all religions, and all
nationalities, living together in peace. But in
many countries either due to military, strategic
or economic factors people are living in war and
under fear of their lives. Horrendous crimes,
racism and victimization are major issues
affecting these people. Everyday they
experience hidden massacres, brutal tortures
and tens thousands get killed; there is no peace.
In comparison we live in highly tolerant and
diverse society.

Can there be peace in the world when, many
countries ate being ruled by watlords. People in
these countties are living in poverty traps and
no voice dares speak out against the corruption.
We can't achieve peace, until significant changes
are not made in these particular countries. We
continue to use bad practices and vicious
campaigns, which are jeopardizing
humanitarian cfforts, when aid is sent to these
countries. The most needed fail to
receive it.

Why is it so difficult to get peace?
National and religious wars continue
to cause human pain and suffering
by leaders who think they are
supetior to all others and therefore
commit murder and genocide. Until
these bridges are not built, to create a
highly tolerate society, in which
peace exists, we watch in horror.

Our society has been evolving
through many decades and many
years. Our science and technology
are expanding, but our social and spiritual
violent past are still with us. Society's most
compelling neced is to seek opportunity, in
which it can promote more effectively
widespread world peace.

But majority of people on earth, does not share
the compassion of goodwill for peace. They
instead loathe those who promote it.

Bringing perfect peace, to the world: In fact, the
world will never exist in perfect peace, while
there is constant change in the world, you
continue to get murderous blood-thirsty leaders
hampering world peace; bringing unhealthy
changes to their countries; creating constant
tension, and preventing continuous harmony.

'social and inner peace
is two sides of
one coin.

Both are dependent
upon each other and
both coincide with
each other'

'peace is not just an absence of war; it has many qualities. It is
precious, beautiful and it is our natural essence'

Money rules in the political arenas of many countries. Glossy ads and
millions are given to the media to run them. How can peace be
possible, when there is no democracy and no freedom of speech for
many people.

Middle East is a perfect example. The reality is that no matter what
Israel is doing; they can't stop the suicide bombings. The more they
tetaliate, the more bombers will kill themselves. The Palestinians
sacrifice their own children. The only solution is to work out peace, to
stop the blood shell in Middle East, and put an end to the sorrow and
anger of innocent people.

It's all about fighting for freedom, until the role of educating and
teaching the majority, giving freedom to all, and creating a democratic
society for these people, we cannot get world peace.

Social and inner peace is two sides of one coin. Both are dependent
upon each other and both coincide with each other.

Peace in our society revolves around acceptable and unacceptable
behaviour. Punishment for unacceptable behaviour is an agreed
norm, otherwise chaos would sway our society in the absence of rule
of law. If this were to happen survival would be our main concern. We
would no longer have time to reflect on our own inner peace. It is
difficult to get one without the other, becoming more tolerant of each
other, respecting each other’s thoughts. Peace, justice and equality are
essential ingredients for wotld harmony.

Most human beings do go through many critical, and difficult phases
during their lives, but until each and every
human doesn't posses peace and stability in
their lives, the prospect of living in a civil
society, where everyone is at peace, will never
truly manifest. It will just be a smokescreen that
is waiting to collapse.

So in answer to the question of whether world
peace is in fact a possible dream; the answer is
yes.

Everything is in a constant state of change,
which we cannot stop or completely control.
How far can we stop violence, genocide, and
ignorance of people who have a thirst for
hatred of somconce who's different to them.
How far can we go to control terrorism, racism, and get rid of corrupt
politicians? Can we get everyone to be fair with one another, get along
with another, learn to share and show respect, and treat others the way
Iexpect to be treated?

Can we drop our egos, and prejudicial judgment of others? It's a
dream, of peace, which we can only anticipate for.

As humans we have our own identities - unique sense of belonging to
a nation- we have our own faiths and we bear different religious
values. We are born in a particular place, which automatically makes us
follow the laws of that particular city or town, state or a nation. From
our parents we generally inherit many differentapproaches to life.

We have little choice regarding what we do, or follow until we mature
to an understanding of what we regard as harmonious beliefs.
Obtaining inner peace is a complex process and slow moving. Our
experiences and the environment contribute in moulding us together.
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"from his cradle to his grave a man never does a single thing which has any
first and foremost object but one -- to secure peace of mind, spiritual comfort, for himself"
Mark Twain (1835 - 1910) US noyelisi, journalist,

'how can you be in PEACE when most of your needs are unfulfilled'

But as far obtaining world peace 1s
concerned, why don't we learn from our
experiences rather than to use aggression to
achieve quick results that lead to fatal
consequences and lasting traumas.

We have now reached a point in the world
economy where more and more countries
are becoming independent; therefore it
does reduce chances of war. Does
independence solve the problems? Do we
- at last get peace. Or will legacics such as
unemployment, poverty and prejudice
continue to disrupt peace forall.

Peace begins at home, in the family
environment. What is clusive is knowing
how to hold onto it. In a typical family day,
so many of us experience stress.

Our outer and inner worlds are ntimately
connected. What is inside is reflected
outside, and vice versa. Our so-called
peaceful world is very fragile. We need to be
at peace with ourselves as this will affect our
everyday lives and determine what we do.

How can we touch peace on a regular basis and how can we
communicate and share it. Yoga 1s one method based on
stimulating inner peace that seeks a peaceful outcome. Help
create a peaceful environment that will nurture, support and
involve children.

'do we at last get peace or will
legacies such as unemployment, poverty and
prejudice continue to disrupt peace for all'

Peace is not just an absence of war; it has many qualities. It is
precious, beautiful and it is our natural essence.

We can work for change in our own inner environment by
curing our mental and emotional states and by looking for ways
in which you feel at peace and harmony. We can create a
peaccful society in our outer environment through loving,
caring and having respects for others, not holding any
discriminatory views of others, who are different.

‘Through our own peaceful thoughts and actions, we can create
inner peace and outer peace.

The writer is currently a student at the Birmingham University-UK.

Bargad Board of Directors

(BOD) expands

He is also trained from the
Eastern Mennonite University,
Virginia, USA in Conflict
Transformation Skills (2001)

Igbal Haider Butt is a new addition to our Board of
Directors (BOD). We welcome him and hope that
Bargad will capitase upon his theoretical grasp of issucs
and professional experience.

He is a developmentadvisor having expertise in Conflict
Resolution. A post-graduate in Political Science from the
Punjab University (1989) and graduate from
Government College Lahore (1985), he was awarded
United Nations University (UNU) fellowship at its
headquarters, Tokyo-Japan (2000). He is also a visiting
faculty at Pakistan International Center of Research &
Academics (PICRA), Greenwich University, Islamabad
Campus. His main areas of research are Conflict
Resolution and Human Rights.

July-September, 2002

and was an International
Visitor in Conflict Resolution
and Preventive Diplomacy
Prpram under the auspices of
the US state department
(2001).

He has worked with the Journalists Resource Centre
(JRC) Lahore, Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI) Islamabad, and Jang Publishers Lahore.

An editor of more than 50 Urdu and English books, he is
also a prolific translator of literary and academic
writings. His rendition of the French writer and
philosopher Jean Paul Sartre's novel Nausea (1996) has
been hailed as one of the most significant translated
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