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The decision to get married is of a
great importance in an adolescent’s
life therefore there is an urgent need to
address this phenomenon. Often,
hasty and emotional decisions
bourgeon problems in later days.
Even today, one can find issues like,
carly marriage, marriage with the Quran, dowry and marriage
aimed at attainment of properties, rampant in Pakistan. The root
causes of these precedents are parochialism and feudalism, and
definitely not religion. Besides this, there has been some other
problems associated with the institution of marriage, for
example, aversion towards marriage of one's own accord,
extravagance, and excessive show in marriages, which have
given birth to incompatibility and complexities between the
youth and parents. Abroad marriage is a yet another form of this
negative thinking and unfortunately there never developed a
positive thinking regarding problems in marriages like these in
the past and even today there is no comprehensive thinking
evolved about it .A powerful motif behind these marriages is the
economic stability. Further, the delay in marriages also badly
affects the young mind.

A young man is not independent as far as the matter of marriage is
concerned because in our society marriages are considered an
important duty of our parents. The youth of today wants to
exercise freedom in this particular matter whereas parents
assume it as their right to arrange these marriages according to
their dictates. In these specific conditions, the young man of
today considers himself chained in the social fetters. Sometimes,
it happens that a young man acts very hastily and at time parents
are seen enmeshed in the quicksand of egotism and stubbornness.
Ultimately these decisians engender indifference between the
young ones and their parents, which is not an ideal corollary. The
need of the hour is that the young people should rein their rush of
temporary emotions and on the other hand parents should do
away with their fictitious egotism. Resultantly, the decision to
marry should be taken with patience.

Usually, when the decision to get married is finalized, the second
phase is that of what kind of marriage it should be, simple or
gaudy and extravagant. Most of the time the young ones and
parents fall a prey to excess of show, which creates disharmony
among them. The government has propounded some so called
ordinances regarding too much spending and show in marriages
but to no avail. Today an amount of ten lacks is usually spent by a
middle class family in a marriage and this amount is something
queer in the perspective of our national economy. An effort can
be made to decrease this spending.

The trend of arranging marriage to people living abroad,
particularly e the Middle East, namely Dubai, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Quwait ete, started due to the settlement of these people
abroad The majority of these persons belonged to the lower
middle class families of our villages and towns and by the time
these people got affluent, then naturally marriage proposals
started coming to them from the middle class of cities. Although
these people gained wealth yet there was little transformation in
their social behavior. Along with this, long absences from their

homes were accessory to further complicating their social problems. In
this scenario, the children usually waited for the money to come from
abroad and lack of contro} on them entangled them in to various social
abuses. It was in 80's, when people living in America and Europe
retuned to their homeland for the primary purpose of getting married
and in 90”'s it took the shape of a status symbol to get one's boy or girl
married to a man living abroad. Whether it was the Middle East or
America and Europe, there sprouted out various dilemmas for the
couples settled there, as they had to confront a whole new environment.
In the advent their eyes were blinded by the augmentation of wealth but
when they have to [ive in that strange culture for long then they became
nostalgic about their original settings. Divided into two cultural
entities, it is, if not impossible then difficult, to gauge the situation of
these families living abroad. There also existed the possibility of deceit
when one has little knowledge about the person settled abroad. Nobody
ever felt the need to give it a new dimension to the system of marriage
developed in our society. The conservative groups were incapable to
mould themselves according to the need of time. By the time there
came the lucrative profession of marriage bureau these opportunists
cashed this opportunity by using marriages abroad as a status symbol.
Parents as well as youth should utilize proper medium before taking
these decisions.

In our society the tradition of relating the institution of marriage with
the age limit factor is miserably rampant, particularly the young girls
have to face the social strangling as a result of it. According to our
existing social principles, the ideal age of a girl's marriage is about
twenty and after the lapse of this period there is an escalation in the
social pressure, consequently they become victim to many mental
ailments. Usually the delay in marriage creates the element of
inferiority complex in them. On the contrary it has little effect on the
elderly bachelors. The changing time is like a hit of stone for those
associated to conservative thinking and rituals. There is an altercation
going on between the old and new for centuries. When the message of
Islam was belabored to the Arab even then the conservative had an
adverse criticism of it. It was the impact of changing time, which
evolved the spirit of effort and caring in them. Hence, those who
practice patience and tolerance succeed in saving their culture and
tradition. These are those owing to whom the society marches towards
progress and improvisation by nipping viclence and controversies.

“Of course I can accept you for who you are.
You are someone I need to change.”

— €Y
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By: Mechtab Lasharie

The;
of

ove mariages have atways been the subject

of much debate among ail social circles.

Some view it as the ideal marriage, others
are cynical towards it while it is a taboo for many
others. The lucky ones get the blessings of their families
and move ahead in their life on a bed of roses. Others
‘face opposition that makes them resort to eloping.
The consequences of such marriages are disastrous,
as we have seen through ‘karo-kar' and 'honour
kilings'.

Government legislation has encouraged love
marriages to an extent as the Supreme Cour, late in
2003, ruled that adult women were free to marry even
without the consent of their guardian.

Yet even if the mariage takes place without much
trouble, the real test' for the couple begins ‘after the
marriage. Here, in case of a love marriage a heavy
load of responsibility rests on the woman. She must
endure the criticismm of her in-laws (if they half
heartedly agreed to the mariage). If there is a class
climb on the girl's par she will be labelled as a gold
diggerwho has trapped some one's innocent son,

While such difficulties arise fromm other sides, some
conflicts develop between the couple as well.

Unlike the case in aranged marriages where even if
the marriage doesnt seem to be working and the
‘couple wants a divorce the two families try fo
reconcile their differences. However, in a love
marriage, most of the times the families of the couple
are unhappy to begin with or simply indifferent, So
even though differences may be reconcilable, the
couple opfts for a divorce in haste,
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When acouple, either educated or uneducated finds
difference in their opinions on certain matters they
become often too impulsive and begin to be
whimsical and end up making such decisions that
threaten to break theirwedlock. In that gituation if their
elders are around them, they may help them find a
suitable step towards saving the mariage from
ending in divorce.

Almost everyone has a very strong opinion on Ic ve
marriages and the battte between the older <
younger generation continues.

View of the young generation:

. Huriiya is horified at the mere mention of a love
marriage. "l would be shot de_cd on the spot. If not
that, then I certainly would be disowned by my family.”
This FA student, who is the only sister of three brothers,
has had no love marriages in her immediate or
extended family. "It is absolute taboo, which is rather
unfortunate as | would prefer to choose my life partner
myself. After all, I'm the one who will be spending the
rest of my life with that person.” Her sister was married
to a man she saw on the day of her nikah and she
expects a similar situation for herself. “For this reason
my parents do not want me to study any further, they
believe educated girls become too ‘'independent
and want to exercise their will on all matters including
marriage.”

Yasi, a Banker differs, it is based entirely on
emotional duress. It's a very emotional decision. One
does not think rationally because one is overwhelmed
by the emotions.’ Given the increased opportunities
for interaction between the sexes today, | believe you
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should get 1o know the person before marriage.
However, some people opt for 'foo much' interaction,
the result being that they feel bound, and eventually
their reputation is at stake. People are on their best
behaviour before marriage and do not reveal their
true side at that stage. And then expectations run
high. Once you get maried with those high
-expectations and they are not met, the marriage tums
outtobe adisaster.

The issue is not love marriages but the real issue is that
many peopie confuse love forJust.

Asad, a student of matric, is of the view that there are
more divorces because of love marriages. “This is
because many people mistake attraction for love.
Some get married in a rebellion against their parents,
People have become reglly career oriented and at
most times they sacrifice their mariage o pursue a

- . better career. And

Now the exit option of
divorce is easier.
People are more
comfortable with
making mistakes.
Parents have stopped
taking active interest in
their children's
mariages and leaving
more decision making |
powers with their
children. Children
have  also become
more aware and
inclined towards this

since there is no
pressure from their
family to sort the
misunderstandings (as
Jis the case in ananged
marriages) they can
easily dissolve the
mariage.”

"With love marriages,
it's not a question of
'should be' or ‘should
not be'' They have
been happening
around -in the past,

direction. Overall, the
society has come to
accept of children
choosing their own

“Sometimes it’s smooth sailing and sometimes
they sink. That’s why they're called relationships!”

and will continue to
take place”, explains
Shua Khan, a student

partners and  their

‘parents just going along with their decision; even the
media is promaoting it. | find this rather unfortunate, |
would like 1o have my parent's blessings from heart
and not because they only want 1o agree 1o my
wishes.

Sophiya Anjam, an MA student, feels there is
unnecessary fuss over the love mariages. "People
don't shy from having affairs and pre-marital
relationships and also don't hesitate in disagreeing
with their parents on all sorts of issues. Then why should
expressing one's choice of spouse be any different? |
believe that if you have a good relation with your
parents, then there is increased acceptance from
theirside for aiove marriage. Moreover, if we are 1o go
with the notion that arranged marriages work etterin
terms of their success rate, that is not true either. They
can aiso turn out to be disastrous. Apart from people
who are completely cut off from the outside
influences, for most people love marriages are not
taboo any longer. The media has played a pivotal
role in bringing about this change.

of . mass
© communication.

"Their occurrence doesn't make them right or wiong,
it's the procedure through which they are planned
and the consequences later on, are what cause
problems. Such incidents do give birth to social evils,
which might seem insignificant in the beginning, but
spread widely after a certain period of time. So the
weaknesses of a love marriage outweigh its strengths
and solam notin favor of it.”

Our religion aitows it but under certain stiict conditions
that make sure that the people don't cross their
limitations. Shua strongly opposed the fact that
society does not deject all those deeds that are
discouraged in religion that give bith to such
incidents but when they do occur, we criticize them
widelywe surely have double standards. “Either we
discourage all those paths that lead to it or accept
them whentheydo occur”

19 year old Ahsan, who sells glasses near LibeW, says,
"I do not find love mariages acceptable for myself. |
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“think  would be bétrc:ying the trust of my parents, But if
someone in my family opts for it, | will have tolerance
towards that choice.”

View of the older generation:

Rehan, a businessman, does not paint a
very positive picture of love marriages, "l
have noticed by and large that they have a
low success rate. Even if parents agree to
the mariage the couple has to face

turn for the worst when my brother died. | did not want
to add to the grief of my father and submitted to his
will.” Now he regrets doing, so and he believes he
should have been more assertive in his refusal. Now
successfully running a college canteen, he
contemplates a different life for his children. “I want

them to select their life partners. If two

people know each, other before they get

13 . .
Itis maried there is greater understanding,

making the marriage successful.”

problems affer the mariiage. The girl faces acceptable He sees reduced societal agitation against

the most opposition from her in-laws and is

love marriages. “Increased suicides and

not granted any respect. They considerthe  fOr @ boyto depression due to forced mariages is

girl to be too 'modem' and constantty

encouraging many parents To considertheir

accuse her of ‘frapping’ their son. As aresutt, Sel e Ct a children's choice.”

g'; égm'gs Zﬁﬁ:ﬁiﬂ%ﬁiﬁr%ﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁ:@ Razia, a sweeper by profession who works at
1 , di ith th ti

difference between the couple. suitable a local college. disagrees with the notion

that love marriages are any more

He feels love maniages are only driven by successful than arranged ones. " “Love
9 partnerfor

monetary concermns or the eagemess 1o
climb the status ladder, The couple that
-had high expectations out of the mariage
face the ground redlities. They question
themselves whether the mariage was
really worth it. He expects her to change
from a girfiend to a wife but the woman
makes no such demands.

Parents will see if the guy is well placed and
possesses a good character; after all they
seek to find the best match for their
children.

lrum, a housewife, thinks love mariages are
acceptable. The situation according to her
is changing as more and mare females are
going out in the work force where they find a
suitable parer for themseives. "If a couple falls in
love with each other, and blessings are received from
families on both sides, then there couldn't be anyihing

better than it. Also iit is the parents' responsibility 1o

investigate whether alll's well on the-other side.”

She feels love marriages are only accepted in the
eiite class, at times in the middie class and almost
‘never in the lower class. It is not accepted even in old
established families of the upper class.

Fayyaz, was forced intfo mariage by his parents. "
fiked someone and wanted to mary her, But my
parents were against my choice and things fook a

himself
butagirl

step.”

marriages are a gamble; you either hit a
jackpot or lose everything.” Such marriages
she feels are done in haste, without much
thought, as children are very impulsive.

A mother of four boys and a girl, she is the
main source of income for the family as a

Would d are sweeperatagovemment runoffice.
nottake
suchabold selectasuitable partnetfor himself but a gir

She believes there are double sTc:ndc:rd\s
prevailing in the society pertaining to love
marriiages.."It is acceptable for a boy 1o

would dare not fake.such a bold step.” |
asked her if tomorow her daughter
indicates a desire to marry someone of her
choice. She would allow it if it was in her will
but her husband and sons would never
agree to it, It would become an issue of ‘honour and
the most severe ciriticism would come from their
extended family. In her communn‘y love marriages
are still frowned upon.

Mrs Afzal, an elderly lady who spends most of her
nmornings in having tea in the veranda, finds love
marriages do not last long. "The couple is extremely
inflexible as expectations soar. Also, the parents who
bring up their children and fulfil their every wish; they
have the desire fo find the suitable partners for their
children. Then why should they be denied their one
desire to marry off their children?'m




By: The team of Bargad

An mte*nwéw \X/l'tl'\ Hlna Sl'\a]tqat *

;Presenter Programme

hile some people do matchmaking for the
9" sake of fun and entertainment, others have

adopted it as a profession. However, there
are a few who are doing it for the cause of
humanity. SO is Hina Shafgat, who is currently
unning a Radio Programme,  “Rishta ,u"
Accha Sa” on Mastt FM 103, ,V'

.

Hina is a Masters in Philosophy. She ‘\\m
did her MAA from Govemment \
Coliege. During her studies she \\
had opened a school for the ,\
neighbourhood children, which [\
is now run by her sister-in-law.
Soon affer MA she got maried
in Gujranwala where she
devoted eight years to her
family and two kids, Now that
she has shifted back to Lahore,
and both of children are school
going she has come back into
professional life, She believes
that a woman's foremost
responsibility is her husband and
her kids. "l work only for three days a = \
week and make sure that | spend the” ™
weekend with my-family,” says Hina. AN
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Bargad arranged for an inferview with Hina N1

Shafgat because of her acguaintance with

the programme Rishta Accha Sa. We wanted 1o
know about the affitudes of people regarding
matchmaking in our society. We got amazingly
interesting answers 1o the guestions we put to her. The
following is a detail of Bargad's conversation with Hina.

Bargad: Tell us something about Mastt 103 and the
prgramme Rishta Accha Sa?
Hina: Mastt FM 103 is a young radio station that aims

at providing both enterfainment and information fo

masses. It is actually a platform for the general public

where they can express themselves. 1t gives them a

chance 1o be able to do a variety of things

ranging from reguesting to play a song that

2. they love to finding a life partner through
~ Rishta AcchaSar.

=
=

A

= Rishta Accha Sa' was started with
= the am that people should find a
= frustworthy platform to find a
‘: solution, to the increasing
N problem of match finding.
2 People send their particulars
X through post or tell the same
on telephone. We invite them
to come and sit on the “HOT
SEAT” (The studios of FM 103) to
share themselves, otherwise
we announce their particulars
} 5o thatthose who are interested
\\ canconfacteach other,

\\\ Bargad: What motivated you to
) do a programme like Rishta
l‘ Accha Sa?

Hina: Finding a suitable match is not
a problem for the elite neither is it

L

L problem for the lower class but the middle

. classis facing a lot of croblems regarding this
issue. The present scenario is that within the middie
class the girls are more educated as compared to
men, This results in an imbalarice which makes it
difficult for the middle class parents to find a suitable
match for their children. Morg over within the middle
class family ties are not very strong. They do not prefer

" infermarriages thinking that it would worsen their -

existing relationships. Henceforth \)\_/e decidedtodoa
programme with the aim of social service that can

>
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help the parents finding matches for their children.

Bargad: What is the proportion of girls' parents as
compared to that of boys, who approach you?
Hina: The number of girls' parents approaching us is
considerably more than that of boys. The ratio is
almost 8 fo 12. Match finding is more of a problem for
-gins' parents.

Bargad: People belonging to which class do usually
contact you? Which income group do they belong
to more specifically?

Hina: People who come to us
mostly belong fo middie class but
a few people from upper middle
class also contact us. The
income group ranges from Rs
10,00010 Rs 25,000.

Bargad: What is their
educational background?
Hina: Well the education level
varies from person 1o person, We
receive letters or telephone calls
from Hafize- Quran to masters,
doctors and engineers.

Bargad: What is the demand of
the boys' family regarding
education of the girl, and vice
versa? .

‘Hina: Gitls' parents simply telt that
they are looking for a well
educated boy, however boys
and their parents demand that
the girls should be B.A. Some of
them are fearsome of M.As and
think that a gil who has
completed her masters is perhaps too old to mairy.
Some uneducated boys, at times iliterate, want an
educated wife saying that this way their children will
learn something.

Bargad: What is the parents’ preference regarding
age of the match?

Hina: Well girls' parents are not age conscious at all.
They are even satisfied with a forty year old man for
their twenty year old daughter if he is well-seftled.
However the boys' parents are highly age conscious,
for them a girl over twenty five years of age is not
acceptable for she is very old. Even a sixty year old
man, a widower or a divorcee expects to marry a girl
who is not more than thirty years of age.

Bargad: Tell us what are demands of boys
regarding physical appearance of the match?
Hina: Oh, this is the most important demand. They
start off by saying “Humein Ek Khoobsurat Chand Si
Bahoo Chahiye” (We need a daughter-in- law as
pretty as moon). And | just don't understand what they
mean by this because beauty is a relative term and
everybody has their own concept of beauty.
Specifically speaking, above all they demand for a
girl who has a fair complexion. Secondly she should
‘also be thin, and tall. Some
cases go way too descriptive
about their ideals and tell
what kind of eyes they expect
their pariner to have. A girls
looks are.the first preference
for any boy or his family. In
some cases the looks are
given secondary
importance because of the
good family background (in
terms of wealth and social
status).

Bargad: What about the
girls' side, are they also
conscious about the looks?
Hina: Well not at all. They just
want a well sefied man,
bringing a reasonable
| amount of money home
every month, There are a few
who would only say that we
are looking for a good
looking son-in-law. Although
in certain cases they

demand for tallboys.

. Bargad: Do the bo'ys' family dpenly demand for

Jahez? o

Hina: No; when | ask them to tell if they have any
demands of Jahez, they answer all they want is a nice
gir. Some paients say that if the girls' parents want 1o
give something to their daughter as a gift they can
accept, but they would not demand any Johez. |
can't say what happens later but this is what they say
on the HOT SEAT. Although | can qud’fe an example of
a recent incident where a ‘Pehiwan Saab' came 1o
Rishta Accha Sa and claimed that he would not
accept any Johez, later when he got married, the
couple came to visit us and the wife told that he did
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not accept or demand any Jahez from my family. So
we can say that our society is improving in thisregard.

Bargad: What can be the best way to restrict the
expenses of awedding?

Hina: | think most of the times our girls are responsible.
They giow up with the goal of having a fantabulous
wedding ceremony. They compel their parents fo
spend mindlessly on Jahez, wedding dress, wedding
makeup etc. If girls act sensibly the expenses can be
cut down. The girl and the boy getting married shouid
sit down and talk about what they need for their future
house. Parents from both sides should contribute in
that if they can. We have ourselves made Jahez a
curse forus all,

Bargad: What IS the success rate of Rishta Accha
.Sa?

Hina: Allf can say is that over a short span of six months
three marriages have taken place from the platform
of Rishta Accha Sa- We are trying to work hard to

" provide this social service to people. Moreover we try

ourbest to be neutral and positive.

Finishing the format guestion answer session with Hina
Shafqat, we asked her if she wants to convey a
message to the young readers who want to get
married. Her reply was a very reasonable one; she
said “gefting married is a responsibility and those of
you who do not think of yourselves as responsible ones
should not enter into the contract of mariage
because this way you will only ruin your lives.” She aiso
gave a message for the parents that they should not
force their children into marriages because marriage
is a culmination of feelings ond feelings cannot be
imposed. |

“ALYV AND NINA - WE'KE A LYTTLE

LATE CETMNG STARTED ON YOUK ‘
MAKKIAGE PLANNING. WE SHOULYD - |
HAVE STAKTED WHEN you WERE W |
KINDERCAKTEN!™
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By: Sarmad Raza

A Survey conducted in the Punjab University

Attitudes of girls regarding
spouse selection

Conclusion

Though this survey was conducted in the
environment of Punjab University which is situated in
Lahore, one of the most modern cities of Pakistan, the

results show that girls think that marriage within the
family is more secure.

Many girls have given religion as the reason for
preference of arranged marriages. Some feel that it
is safer to do an arranged marriage because then it
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attitudes of female students towards spouse
selection are more or less very conservative. Girls are
seen to be passive and disinterested in answering
any questions regarding their preference or choice
for spouse selection.

Most of the girls think that parents should keep
playing the roles of decision makers when it comes
to marriages of the girls. Many girls prefer to marry
within the caste and even within the family. The

beco_mes the responsibility of parents to take care of
what happens after marriage.

When it comes to make a choice between physical
appearance and personality most of the girls have
given preference to personality over looks. But they
have commented that influence of media has made
men and women create ideals in their minds. Now
they want their spouses to look like stars and models.
Thisis true In case of both men and women.

e
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First Preference towards Spouse Selectlon

Girls show great deal of trust in their parents that what
ever they will decide for them is going to be the best
for them. Very few of the girls want to remain single.
Most of them think that marriage is a fundamental
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First Preference to Physucal Attnbutes
- Towards Spouse Selection

need and alaw of nature. It has o be performed.

they want their spouses to look like stars and models.
Thisis true in case of both men and women.

Girls show great deal of trust in their parents that what
ever they will decide for them is going to be the best
for them. Very few of the girls want to remain single.
Most of them think that marriage is a fundamental
need and alaw of nature. It hasto be performed.a
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By: B.R
ust like everything else in life gefting married is
not an easy job but again just like everything it
has to be done. Getting married is a complete

procedure, which needs alot of fime and patience. It

also requires some people........ you fike it or no’rl Well it
requires a -
wholehearted
participation of the
entire family. Of
fime, patience and
people, the third is
the most easily
availabtle as
wedding is one
point where all the
family members -
show their absolute
interest In each
others lives.

Fortunately or
unfortunately in our
part of the world
those who wish 1o
get married are
never left alone. They have a lot of relatives f
them chose a bride or agroom. Redlistically s
itis the relatives who play the vital role in deciding
Is going to mairy who rather than the reqj pefso

wishes to get maried. The whole team of &/ alos,
phuphis chachis, nanis, and dadis takes up ma bge ¥
as amission and accomplish it quite rehgnously .,gr

The “looking for” period comes in the life! o‘f‘geyetv

It is no less than a men
trauma when you know th.
you are being rejected or, S -
selected on the bases of thet t

i'-

way you look. ik .," s

b s !

:

s
¥y 48
[ A

man, No sooner than he starts earming, while the same + ] F
period starts for a git as soon as she reaches het f»- i
girlhood. Initially mothers with a few of their friends sfc:rt
the hunt then at the mature stages the family court is
called. The choices available are discussed buf*
everyone seems to be unhappy about them.

Everybody is eager o look for more and more. The
poor people who WlSh ’ro get morned are thus hung in

The other exciting
feature of the wedding
procedure is going from
\ door to door in order to
find the right match.
Our social structure is
such that it is the
groom's family who
comes fo the brides
place. Being LADKEY
WALE they are given «
lot of respect by the girl's
parents. They are
warmly welcomed and

presented with the best
| possiole eatables. Then
enters the girl decked
- up from head to toe.
I\/Ionogmg to look

he guests. Each of her feo’rures be it
oty s ogled. It is very important to for the

[0 notice how the girl walks, how does she
o forget how she serves. In extreme
ests bring inch tapes along with them to

-J" y
- maasu t% fhe exact height and exact waist of the girl
..unagr Obgmilchon

Js that the gil's parents do not mind their
being exhibited in front of the strange
They do not find it obnoxious o present their
[ 'Irg'n the way pastries are served in atray. Thisis
icfice which does not only negate gendet laws
’ 0 human laws. The practice is so common in
: \ that it is no more considered wrong. It is the
besfaxomple of gender inequality where the girl and
her‘ parents have to go through sheer humiliation
u@der the flag of match making.

u are being rejected or selected on the bases of

és no less than a mental frauma when you know ‘rhoT
e way you look. No one around seems to be

_aensi‘rive about what a gin has to go through at a
,’ ‘marrageable age. From the fime her parents start
~looking for a match for her il the time she is married, it

is a period of continuous emotional strain. Every other




auntie she comes across passes her strange looks aguy who comes fully up to her standards. -
that leave her insecure and unconfident, Girls suffer
a lot at the hands of unethical people who

come to visit, then come again with some blamed at all Ths éw?meﬂr:. Therqselves
other family members, and then come are responsi or this evil-cum-

4 ) - . norm of our society: It is the
again to finally make a decision but  [f you just let gqo of : : |
say NO at the last moment y J g mothers who think of their sons

This Is one case where men are not to be

. . . so high that no gil can
because they find out a slight the false prlde and mo'r%h them ?n fhe
change in the girl's complexion opposite cdses' there are
Whr': hror:iwsee»;nwould never tl‘y tO flnd a QOOd some mothers who think
comp ' the same for their
If the guy's family approve of person and not the daughters and finally
the girl she is saved but if not . make their lives
she has to remain under gOOd lOOklng miserable.
depression till some one else Match finding can be
chooses her. In cases where the erson man :
marriages of girls are delayed p y : dr;f%%i 2‘;?83\/ v?gr?f ?OS
they start having different kinds of problems can be make . 1f you just let go of
inferiority compk_axes. Some think 'rhe t Ise' ide and v 1o find
they are not nice looking, while SOlVed. a good pgrson and »;101 the

others feel that they are not smart
enough to attract anyone. No body ever
feels that the girl hasn't as yet come across

e

good looking person many
problems can be solved. m

Credits: www.glasbergen.com

LASBERGE,
“I ncveded someone who would always love and adore me,

always find me fascinating, someone to spoil me
rotten and never leave. So I married myself!”

— D : , 12



By: B.R .
he strongest argument given against love

mariages often revolves around the idea
that since love is blind you end up falling for a person
who belongs to a compIeTély opposite background

" ahd ullimately both of you suffer. On

the other hand in aranged mariages ) \30‘
the similarity in the cultures of the two = JJ
families is kept on top of the priority list
no matter if you end up getting maried
to a person completely opposite to
you. Now the question is that what fype
of mariage proves better? To find an
answer, | wanted to have a chat with a
couple who has chosen to be together
despite of having different
backgrounds. Some body suggested
the names of Aisha Gazdar and
Hassam Qadirand I went to pay thema
visit.

Their house was as warm as they were

*h

themselves and so was the tea. The
meeting, though lasted for two hours,
was so casual that by the time | said |
am done, Hassam and Aisha

R

wondered if it was an interview. Secretly,
| wondered about the same thing as
well. However, | was satisfied that even if
the notes that | had taken are not

house in Karachi. She is an M.A in International
Relations from Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU) and
holds a masters degree in Human Rights from
University of London as well. This could be one of the
reasons why she said she is a "humanist”, when tasked
her if she was a feminist. She makes films
independently, aithough she has also worked with her
late father on his films. She told that she was
always interested in writing, which

r <
- \/ " "J J o J U kept her involved in joumalism. She
-— PP\ dd o ) has made one film that is based

Wil Alehis

on a story of an atom
bomb survivor,
Currently she is based

in Karachi.

Hassam Qadir is a lawyer by
profession having experiise in the

: ‘1 : o\
L dlﬂd IJ criminal law, His father is also a known
3!

V AW IR Y AW
D33 1]) poseaesac)
J provided legal aid in a number of

criminallawyer and he also deals with murder

frials. From 1996 onwards he is practicing in the High
Court. He has also been working with a few well
known civil society organizations like Shirkat Gah,
Aurat Foundation and DCHD etc. With

Shirkat Gah he conducted and

cases involving domestic violence
and also developed a booklet comprising of

<4
" I r | J IJ topics of concern to a layman who does not
enough, the things thathad discussed - even know the ABC of the law. Forinstance, how

would not erase from memory easily.

Conventionally, | started the conversation by asking
both of them to infroduce themselves. | got to know

fo file a case in the police station, filing of complaint,

launching of the case in the court etc. He originally
belongs to Sargodha and is currently practicing law

“A marriage is all about relationship and understanding, it is about ‘give and
take’ and it happens in all marriages within or without the same backgrounds.”

that Aisha Gazdar is a documentary film maker and
currently managing director FilmsD'Art, her production

forapout last ten years in Lahore.

Before | could ask, Hassam told me that he and Aisha

G




' l lmerview

belonged to two extremely different “In our

for four years, {though Hassam believes the

backgrounds. | could imagine that their society a number of years to be three).”

backgrounds and life styles must be as different
as Sargodha and Karachi were. Hassam further
elaborated that “Aisha belongs to a very

urbanized family. Her mother is a known writer are

Saeeda Gazdar while her late father Mushtaq always
Gazdar was the first Pakistani documentary fim Imore

girls
parents

| asked Aisha how was her experience. She said,
“Although all my fears were in a sense correct that
the lifestyle | was then exposed to was extremely
different from what | earlier had, | managed. |
believe that you create your own environment
and that is what | tried to do. | had to live in a joint

maker known internationally as well. Someone, apprehen family system for the first time. It was a very new

our nation is proud of. However my family is just giye
like that of a ftypically traditional Punjabi about
agriculturist. My father is a renowned lawyer of their

the couniry. My family had a poilitical identity,
and my father also conducted the Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto's trial as his defense counsel before the
Lahore High Court.

I smiled when he said, “our marriage is actually
cohesion of culture and agriculture”,

daughter’
S security
and that
is one
reason

experience, | was habitual of a very private life,
there, if | shared anything with my husband next
day | would know that the whole family knows it.”
Hassam explained it to us that since he had a big
family, and even if he shared something with his
sisters; to Aisha it seemed as if it was being spread
o alarge number of people. Aisha agreed with
his point of view.

Aisha said that she could not imagine herself not

| asked thern how they ended up together. Aisha WHY they  working; sargodha did not offer her much. All she

told me that while she was studying in QAU, are

could do was teach in Beaconhouse School

Hassam came there 1o take some shortcourses. fearful of System to attain some level of professional

Though Hassam had left afferone semesterthey  |gye

kept in touch and later decided to get married.
Now came the point of my interest, | needed to
know how did their families react.

When | asked them for the reaction of their families
towards their decision, "'no body had a problem” said
Aisha casually. Hassam said “luckily | did not face any
opposition as well. My father had a very rational
approach. Although it was a littfle difficult for me to
initiate the topic in front of my father his reaction was
notscaryatall

At that time Hassam was living in Sargodha, | asked
Aisha if she had any apprehensions about living in
Sargodha. She replied, "Hassam guaranteed me that
its only the first few years that | will have to live in
Sargodha and he kept his promise. | had 1o stay there

satisfaction.

marriage, | asked Hassam about his experience, he said

that "l did not have many problems, probalbly

because | was not at the receiving end. More
over both Aisha and my family were
accommodating. They accepted each other
positively.”
Then | asked both of them that what would they
suggest to a couple who intends to get. married
despite having opposite backgrounds. Aisha surely
said 'No'. She said that she would not recommend it
In her words, it takes too much of your self when you
enter in such a commitment. As an individual you
have fo give a lot.” Hassam's reply was more
optimistic, he said, "marriage is all about relationship
and understanding, it is about 'give and take' and it

— Gy
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nformation

Leamt(_)e_nJoy yéuf .dif%efencés, a time will.come when you will start

happens in all mariages within or without the same

backgrounds.”

| asked them if they
would have liked
an arranged
marriage, Aisha
said, “In the first
place my family
would not have
pursued the ideaq,
and personally |
don't think | would
have gone for it
any ways.” Hassam
had a different
opinion, he said, "l
am not personally
against the
concept of an
arranged
marriage. A
husband and a
wife have 1o
develop a
relationship for
companionship.”

Lastly | asked them
to what extent did
they approve of
freedom of choice
in marriages. They

weie of the opinion that there should be absolute
freedom 1o the one who is getting married. Hassam
said, “ln our society a girls parents are atways more

celebrating them!”

apprehensive about their daughter's security and that
is one reason why they are fearful of love marriages,
since girls are less exposed they are more vulnerable

to betrayal. So 1 personally
believe that if a girf's parents
have some reservations about
a certain proposal it should not
be taken for granted, however
ultimately { believe every body
has a right to chose hisiher
ownlife partner.”

I wanted them tfo give a
suggestion to the young
readers if they were to get
married in opposite
backgrounds. They said
something very sweet and
inspirng, “learn to enjoy your
differences, a time will come
when you will start celebrating
them” Hassam said, “After
living in an opposite
environment one obviously
leams many new things and
this is another positive aspect
of a mariage outside the
same background that you
tend to accept the ground
reailities of life and build your
relationship on them.” | liked
what they said and agreeing

with the idea of enjoying the differences | left their
warm and cozy living room. | can surely say that |
found answersto many of my questions.m




By: Neelam Ahsan Kamal
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Marriage is not a word. It is a sentence--a life
sentence.

Marriage is very much like a violin; after the sweet
music is over, the shings are attached.

Marriage is love. Love is blind. Therefore, mariage
Isan institution for the blind.

%Morriage is an institution in which a man loses his
Bachelor's Degree and the woman gets her
Masters,

'Marriage is a thing which puts a ring on a

woman's finger and two under the man's eyes.

Mariage certificate is just another word for a work
permit.

Marriage is not just a having a wife, but also
worries inherited forever.

Marriage requires a man to prepare 4 types of
‘ings":

* The Engagement Ring

* The Wedding Ring

* The Suffe-Ring

* The Endu-Ring

Married life is full of exciterent and frustration:

In the first year of mamiage, the maon speaks and -
the woman listens.

J|" In the second year, the woman speaks and
the man listens.

|* In the third year, they both speak and the
neighlbors listen.

It Is true that love is blind but marriage is cefinitely
an eye-opener. ;

Getting mariied is very much like going to the
restaurant with friends. You order what you want, and
when you see what the other fellow has, you wish
you had ordered that.

it's true that alt men are born free and equal, but
some of them get married!

There was this man who muttered a few words in the
church and found himself married. A year later he
muttered something in his sleep and found himself
divorced.

A happy marniage is a matter of giving and taking;
the husband gives and the wife takes.

Son: How much does it cost to get maried, Dad?
Father: | don't know son, I'm still paying for it.

Son: s it frue? Dad, | heard that in ancient Ching, a
man doesn't know his wife until he marries.

Father: That happens everywhere, son, everywhere!
There was a man who said, "l never knew what
happiness was until | got married...and then it was
too latel”

Love is one long sweet dream, and mariage is the
alarm clock.

They say when a man holds a woman's hand
before marriage, it is love; after marniage, it is self-
defense.

When a newly maried man looks happy, we know
why. But when a ten-year marnied man looks happy.
we wonder why.

There was this lover who said that he would go
through hell for her. They got maried, and now he is
going through hell.

A Code of Honor: Never approach a friiend's
girlfiend or wife with mischief as your goal. There are
just too many women in the world to justify that sort
of dishonorable behavior. Unless she's really
attractive. -- Bruce Friedman

A coward is a hero with a wife, kids, and a
morngage. -- Marvin Kitman

A gentieman is one who never swears at his wife |
while ladies are present,

A husband is fiving proof that a wife can take a joke.
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Discussion on “PAK-INDIA FRIENDSHIP"

An Indian delegation had come to Pakistan on the event of the 10"
anniversary of Pak India Forum. Bargad saw this as an opportunity fo
have an Interactive conversoﬂon between Pckisicnl Youth and
members of the forum.

The Indlcan delegaﬂon conslsted of speclallsis from different fields of
llfe They were \ﬁ]ava Chcuhcn. Neera Aurkcr Nandﬂa thvnonl
Akram Wcuolch gl :

: Sarmod membet of Bargod asked the forums 1hai how do lndlan--
youth. perceive . Pc[dstan This question led to a very lnteresﬂngT
diclogue where both the parties exchcnged thelr: views and
: expeﬂences Smmaq sald thata Pakistanl student Is fold from the very
beginning that India is a “Clever Enemy” through primary level
iexfbooks He also poinied out some of the games, which promote
cnﬂ lndio feellng among children. Other members aiso joined to
share their views. Sarah a student, asked the forum if any one ofthem
had ever been viclim of preconceived notions regarding Pakistan. In
reply-to ihis quesﬁo‘n, Neera, answered that when she was comlng to

DISCUSSION on
“Problems faced by

Punjab University

students after

destruction of bridges”

This particular meeting was held to
discuss the problems faced by
sfudents of Punjab University (PU)
after the destruction of bridges
connecting the university campus
to the hostels two months prior to
the day of discussion. Students now
have to cross overhead bridges,
which means 63 steps at a time in
order to go to the hostels. Because

of this reason the students who
participated were mainly from
Punjab University. Still,
some active members of Bargad
for instance Fawaz Arif who
aftended the meeting with full zeal.

Pakisian for. the ﬂrsLﬂma she ihought ihat eve; W [n'cm would beﬂf

there were

The destruction of bridges took place about two months back. The participants told the details of what happened
on the day when bridges were demolished. Participants came up with their own ideas of who is responsible for this
incidentin the university, The role of the City Government and the University administration was discussed

Gulzaib a former member brought along two girls, Farheen and Fateh Mubeen, student’s of PU and residents of
hestels shared their complaints of harassment while crossing the overhead bridges. it was discussed that bridges
are insecure for girls after sunset because they do not have any lights. Beggars and vagabonds passing by pass
comments and it becomes uncomfortable and insecure for girls to cross the overhead bridges.

Guizaib took the respansibility of conducting the survey. The students shared that conducting the survey is a very
difficult task and studerts do not take fime out fo fill the survey forms. Every body was hesitantin taking up the duty.
After mutual understanding it was decided that an action plan would be chalked out to take raise voice against
injustice done to studens. A letter 1o the VC was wiitten then and there and Nauman Ali Chaudhary took the
responsibility of posting it.




Trip to UET

One of the main objectives of Bargad is that networking among
students should be made stronger so that they can put in

collective efforts to solve their
problems. In the previous

meeting of the study circle it
was pointed out that students
belonging to different institutes
do not anything about other
colleges and universities.
Keeping this in view it was
decided that the study circle

should start visiting the institutes
of Lahore one by one. To start
off the study circle visted
University of Engineerng and
Technology (UET) Lahore.

Fawaz and Taimoor of UET who
belong to Bargad's study cirCle
were present at the gate to
welcome. Gills of PU readily
made friends with girls of UET
and they showed interest in
becoming members of
Bargad's study circle.

After taking a round of the university, Fawaz provoked the group
members to share what they have felt about UET. The views were
coming up in comparison of
Punjal University. One of the
students of PU commented
that students of PU keep their
rooms neater., A useless
debate stated and students
started speaking in favour of
their institute without reasoning. |
Gulzaib said “we should not |&
discuss institutes; we should
discuss problems related to the
youth. Every body is very
sensitive about their institutes
they take it personally when
some one passes comment
aboutthem.

The trip was a nice experience and everybody loved it. It was
mutually agreed upon that students should visit other institutes as
this willencourage cooperation and exchange programmes,

AGHIVINICS e

Street Art Against Gender -
Violence

A huge canvas was prepared and taken 1o
fhe chosen spot at Bano Bazar Anarkali along
with a several colours of pain and brushes.
Two banners were hung down from q
electricity pole reading, “Paint your idecs
here! Look and behold among ourselves what
we stand for, what we are doing, what we
have to do? Save womankind from Violence”,

The oTher'@ =

one was in.
Ur d. u
conveying
the. same,
message. -

The crowd
started
getting
attracted-
to the
sefierent even before the team started to
motivate them to come and paint thelr ange
against Gender Violence. People started
asking about the organization and what kind
of work do they do. Many appreciated thel
effort for being it first. of its kind, however somé¢]
of them expessed their despair by saying that
\NO  matter
what you
do the
society s
nevelt
going fo
| change.

The activity
formally

AW
J'/)V

/a)’
)//(‘
,began

ﬁ'
when ong

old aged women came forward and wrotd]
"In the name of Aimighty the Magnificient and
the Merciful” it was her personal idea and she
gave herblessings 1o the feam of Bargad. A
young couple with a little child was the nexi
who draw.the male and female symbol and
then drew and equal sign expressing that the
two genders are equal. One girl drew female
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| lips and then drew stitches on them to expiess that women are not aliowed

| to speak out for their rights. Many painters expressed their anger by drawing a

| sadface with tears. Some came forward fo diaw bandages and wounds on
those faces.

|

‘ « The activily was solely organized by the volunteers of Bargad who were
l students belonging to different universitles of Lahote. This activity was a
,j part of Bargad's project, "Youth Activism Against Gender Violence” on
! the event of 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence. Other
| activities of the eventincluded:

‘e Play “Kudyan Mundlan Wich Kol Farq Nahin® on Gender -
( Discrimination , screening of an art fim called *Diary of a psychiatrist”
followed bya Musical Evening

|+ LaunchofMere CycleMere Sahllee  campaigno promotethe trend of
- 1iding bicycles once again especially young gids and Play “Najma K
‘ Kahanl’, discussionon - Gender Violence and Women Rights
' followed byamusical evening

] g Sisrls Bhee
Bargad Theater
Bargad Theatre as established in 2002 Bargad Theatre has performed in five different cities of Pakistan. To date it
has produced two plays; “Kuriyan Mundyan Wich Koi Farg Nahin” and
“Najma Ki Kahani”, both based on the sensitive issue of gender
equality.

Bargad Theatre is in fact Ms Madiha Gauhar's initiative who
encouraged the team of Bargad to use theater as a medium of
conveying their message. She provided training to the team of
Bargad free of cost. The credit also goes o Mr Naseem Abbas and Mr
Sarfraz of Ajoka trained the actors. Bargad is grateful 1o AJOKA, IRC
and South Asian
Partnership Pakistan (SAP- |
Pk) all the support. |
(Gender Equaiity Project) |
theatre group.

Organization s also grateful 1o GEP
fo support the running expenses of the

¥

Among the cast and the production team of Bargad Theatre are
a few young males and
spread the message of

femcles who are voluntarily working to
gender equality.




Engaging Youth in Millennium Development
Goals

Bargad arranged a seminar on “Engaging Youth with Millennium
Development Goals” (MDGs UN) on 11" of October 2004, at Holiday Inn

Lahore.

iG ——— ‘At the United Nations Milennium

' ' ’ Summit in September 2000 world leaders placed development at the
‘heort of the global agenda by adopting the Millennium Development
| Goals (MDGs), which set clear targets for reducing poverty, hunger,

againstwomen by 201 5.

] In September 2004 First Pan Asian
¢ Youth Leadership Summit was held in
context of the above mentioned millennium summit, This seminar was an |
offshoot of the Pan Asian Summit since its objective was to inform the
Pakistani youth albout the Importance of thelrrole indevelopment.

Mamg Cach

We are thankful to Mama Cash for supporting  us in |
Celebration of Sixteen Days of Activism against
Gender Violence (25-Nov to010-Dec 04). During these sixteen days, we i
implemented a short term project called “Youth Activism against
Gender Violence”. Through this project we were able 1o organize and
mobilize youth against different forms of gender violence occuring in
: oursociety,
- Bargad :




By: Mubashir Butt

Jisey of 3 r3pe victim ——

Death: How It Felt:

oday is the fourth day from my death as |

z was shot dead on December 24, 2004 in
Gujranwala, the heartland of Punjab the

land of five rivers, joy, happiness and above all, honor!
| can still see my father holding me in his arms trying to
stop the bleeding from my neck, chest, lower
abdomen and my back. His eyes are dry. He is
horrified. He canpot cry. He is yelling around for help .
None comes. Nof@#eken tfries to form the usual circle
that | used to always Ciligize for people hagdBiuch
time to waste. Today, N0 ORglswilling 1 s or
her time for a dying young girl. 65,

| feebly turn my neck on my right sicie
my rapists  all four of them standing:
nagging with smiles on their faces ond
guns. And then, one after the other, they st
Disappear. At

large.

I look at my
Abbu again. g4
"You are the
greatest Abbu
and forgive me
for my &
stupidities,” I tell [
him. | now see
tears welling up : . ;!
in his eyes. "l . ' -’
am in great :
pain Abbu Ji,” I say. "l love yo \. he
hugs me and cajoles my head. ' %
| can hear the loud speakers of the mosquel
spreading the word of Allah. Allah-o-Akbar... Allah-o-
Akbar...

Thank God. At once, | am feeling no pain for the pain
is so piercing that it has numbed my senses 1o feel
anything. The world is getting bluriier. The haze is soft
but it's getting darker. Even the glare of a shining sunny
day doesn't bother me and | tum my eyes o meet my

father's. Now, he's crying. | smile. Touch his face. Wipe
his tfears. Close my eyes and feel the freedom. At last, |
am free from all pains. An unbearable lightness
engulfs me. | smile with joy as | look around, yet again.
am finally dead and it's the Freedom of Death. Thank
God!

WholAm:

My name is Aisha. | am the only daughter of my
parents. A naughty but caring sister of five brothers, All
olderthan . In a society where women are divorced or
at times, bunt alive for not producing sons, my
mQihemfGd. a different story altogether. She was
der severe criticism and pressure for not bearing a
daughter. “Your father wamed me that he wanted to
have a daughter this time,” my mother, Amna, used
to tell me. "He was so happy when he saw you and |
felt secure,” my mother cuddied me while combing
my hair on the Holy day of Friday.

As | grew up, | discovered that it was all about security
for females if they were to grow up. Security of mother
when | was very little and then father. As | reached my
puberty, the brothers became guards. | could have
no independence or freedom. | even couldnt go
alone to get myself a cone-icecream from the corner
shop in Satellite Town market. “We are a Mashragi
{Eastemn) society and we are Sayyeds, Our women do
not go out alone, It is the duty of the men of the
household-to protect our women,” my father told me

‘once | protested this over-protection on his part. All my

protests went in vain whenever | raised my concerns
and voiced my frustration for not being allowed to go
and meet my friends, pick up the phone, watch the
late Saturday night cinema movie on PTV or sit in the
sun on the terrace. At times | also felt special for all of
them took such a great care of me. | would often
tease, Abu Bakar, my eldest brother at tate in the night
to get me a course book, apen or a copy . He would
always smile back and his eyes spoke, *l know Aashee
you have none else to tease. Alright, | sholl getyouina
minute ortwo.” And he would.

G
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| was a brillilant student from the very beginning and
claimed good remarks from my teachers and
position in my class. | won scholarships in my fifth and
eighth grades and topped the whole educational
division in my tenth grade. | was the star in the eyes of
my family. Altloved me and | loved them
all. All cared about me and |

In a cared forthem all. | could see
Matter of the soul of my family

running in my body and all
SGCOHdS, laughed when | giggled.

I was All had sullen faces
when | was sick. | was

Kidnapped the joy of my family. All
of my brothers came to

From a busy me to get their things
. done by Abbu for he

street In could never say no fo
’ s me. He loved me so
Gquanwala S special and yes, | at times

Satellite misused it too. | tell you ali

that there's nothing more
Town. special in this word than the
relati onship between a father and his
daughter.

There always was an eternal discussion about my
future. My mother wanted to marry me off at the age
of 18. My father wanted me to complete my
education and become a lecturer while my elder
brother had plans for me to go abroad and study
fashion and arts. He was aware of my passion for
colors. The younger to him wanted me to become a
doctor while the youngest thought that | could do
miracles in acting (he suffered the most of my
maneuvering and was perpetually destined to
fransport me here and there formy needs!).

In short we were a not-so-small but very happy family.
My College Days:

Yes. | admit that the college gave me a cerain
freedom and exposure. By that time | was grown up
and saw the world from the eyes of a girl nearing
womantood. | was aware of my beauty but it never
went to 7y head. | was just an ordinary girl who
wanted to eat ‘Gol-Gappay’ during recess, bunk the
classes at times to nibble the chana-chat of Baba
that stood outside of our gate. The biggest luxury |

used to avail was the excuse that | had féver if | ever
wanted to miss the college. It mostly happened in
winters.

Despite all the casual attitude with education, |
startled all with my dazzling success in my first years
terminals and claimed first position in Gujranwaia
board. iwas wellon my way to become what i wanted
tobe: apainter!

My best friend in college was Maria. She was aiso a
stunner but was as casual as 1 was, We were like sisters
and both had great wit, Very few would dare to nag or
tease us. If | failed, Maria would always have a
befitting reply.

was also aware of the sense that people's eyes
conveyed to me but I never looked around. Boys and
men will toss their words to me but | never stopped to
respond. The universe to me was limited to my home,
the street and road | gazed during my walk to college
for | never raised my eyes to look around but | enjoyed
the freedom in college: | could walk, run, laugh, tickle,
scream, shout, crack jokes and above all, | COULD
look around. | strictly observed the code of conduct
that a Sayyed girl should follow, I was fully conscious of
the sense of honor of my family and | always
preserved that.

My Rapists:

{ swear on Holy Quran, | swear on the heads of my
caring father and loving mother that | didn't know any
of them. | never saw them anywhere around for |
never raised my eyes. On the Holy Day of Friday on
December 10, two of them hounded me and all |
could recall was that a big van stopped by my side
and a person from inside firmily clutched my arm and
dragged me while on of the two outside the wagon
pushed me inside. In a matter of seconds, | was
kidnapped from a busy street in Gujranwala’s Satellite
Town.

None of the honorable men around me came to my
rescue.

The wagon drove off and brought me to the outskirts. |
couldn't place which place that was. | was terrified. |
was scared. | was cautious not for my life but for the
honor of my family. | could sense what these fourmen
were upto. “You have sisters and | am also a sister of
somebody. Let me go please,” | begged them. But
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they just laughed and

laughed nastily. | pleaded,
All I COUId begged and requested

them repeatedly and

hear was inquired about my fauit. |
. fried to quote from Quran,

a bang, Hadith and Sunnah to
suggest how a good Muslim
should behave. They just

then laughed.

another, The day ended quickly. Night
befelland they raped me,

and They kept raping me.

My body soon became
another numb fo the disgust | felt
) each time they ravaged me
and yet and | felt nothing but my soul

: ‘got crushed every fime. |
another found my self blown-up in
frilion pieces never ever to

and a be brought together again.

My Rescuers:

shattering tough 1 couant keep

tracking the days and nights
that went by but it was again
the Holy Day of December
17 when | was rescued from
these men. Three of them
were at that abandoned
place when the fourth came
running and tfold them that

pain ran
through
my body

and my hed been informed that
police would raid this place.
Soon after that, they packed

soul.
: up and ran away. | thought,

they should have kiled me
there and then but they were not good enough to do
that. They left me dlive, Police came. | was rescued.
Was lredlly?

Backin Family and More:

Only my eldest brother and my father coaxed me
and asked me to keep my courage high. The other
four brothers and my mother just wept and kept
weeping. They dressed my spirfts. They pampered my
soul. They all supported me for it was not a mistake of

mine.

My brother, Abu Bakar, hired a lawyer and filed the
case. The perpetrators were arrested within two days
and got bailed out in next two. | underwent the
medical examination and the lawyer informed us that
the first hearing of the case along with the medical-
legal evidence would be held in Gujranwala District
Courton the Holy Day of Friday on Dec 24, 2004,

It was just before the Jumma (Friday) Prayer and | was
getting off the car with Abbu to enter the court area., |
was standing by the car and Abbu was locking it. Al |
could hear was a bang, then another, and another
and yet another and a shattering pain ran through my
body and my soul. I saw blood coming out of my neck
and saw my white shirt and shalwar fast turning red. |
coliapsed and my father screamed feverishly and
came running o me and hald me in his arms and
shouted for help, which he couldn't get.

i could feel the life draining out of me, | could seen the
numbness prevailing upon me. | went beyond the
boundaries of pain. | could see the horror in the eyes
and on the face of my Abbu. How he had loved me
and cuddled me, He had dreams for me to become
alecturer,

Have [ failed him?

I also look at my ravagers. See them smiling and
running away.

In a fraction of a moment i realized that | was going to
die.

I'look at my Abbu again. “You are the greatest Abbu
and forgive me for my stupidities,” | tell him. | now see
the tears welling up in his eyes. "I am in great pain
Abbu Ji” Isay. "love you Abbu,” [fell him and he hugs
me and cqjoles my head.

I can hear the loud speakers of the mosque
spreading the word of Allah. Allah-o-Akbar.. Allah-o-
Akbar...

Death: It Has a Better Side Too:

Now | am free from all pains and restrictions. | can act
like an “ordinary gir-soul” with no fears of reprimand.

And of course, none can rape me after death.

My honorin deathis safe.m
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requires all couples to fill in a standard

Nikahnama which follows the principle
under Muslim law that marriage is a coniract. This
contract sets out the rights of the bride and groom
and, like any other contract, the conditions can be
changed through mutual agreement (in writing) of
any time during the marriage.

Che MFLO (Muslim Family Law Ordinance)

The Imgorfance of Reaqistering o
Nikahnama

To claim her rights \
as a wife, a woman |
first has to prove the I
validity of the |
marriage and a |
registered marriage |
is regarded by the l
courts as the main o
proof of a valid
marriaoge.

Without proof of marriage:

« it raises doubts about the very existence of
marriage and thus it is very difficult for a woman
to claim the rights due by virtue of marriage,
such as Hag Mehr, maintenance and
inhe.itance;

< itis very difficult for a woman to claim any of the
specific rights which were agreed to in that
particular marriage (e.g., the right to work during

The nikahnama may be one of the most
important things you sign in your
life:read it carefully and make sure you
take full advantage of the rights it can | qesureyoukeep
give you.
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marriage, or a specific amount of post-divorce
maintenance},

« 1 Doubts may be roiseéi about any children's
legitimacy and inheritance rights;

<« awoman may be exposed to charges of Zina
under the Hudood Ordinances.

l i y,u lose your Nikahnama or it gets damaged, you
an ask the Union Council where you were married

for a duplicate
| copy. There are
| always four copies
of a Nikahnamaq,
| including one for
the bride:

your own copy of
I your Nikahnama
somewhere safe.

If you do not have a Nikahnama and want to secure
your marriage rights, or someone is harassing you by
claiming you are married to them, apply to the
Family Court for a Jactitation suit. This is a suit filed to
silence a false claim of marriage. The verdict in the
suit is a deciaration of non existence or existence of
marriage between two individuals. The Court will
decide on evidence. To secure your rights in
marriage, having a Nikahnama is not a must, but its
unavailability can make the situation very
complicated.
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and any such statement in the Nikahnama
willhave no legal vatue.

16 Steps for Securing Your Rights in

Obtain a Nikahnama form from the licensed
Nikah Registrar of the area.

Check that none of the clauses have
already been struck out (some maulivis bring
Nikahnamas with important clauses for
women's rights struck ouf); if they have,
demand another, unmarked form. Fill In
standard Nikahnama and:

Record the true status of the bride, i.e.
whether unmarried, divorced or widowed
(clause 5).Write amount of Hagq Mehr,
whether prompt or deferred, what form it is in
(gold, jewellery or cash) and whether any
property given in lieu of Haq Mehr (clauses
13,14,15 & 16). Fill this in very carefully and
make sure that whatever has been settied is
cormrectly refiected in the written contract
because whatever is written in the
Nikahnama will be upheld.

State whether there are any special
conditions to the marriage (clause 17) e.g.,
the wife has the right to work, to mobiiity or to
pursue studies post-marriage. Such
conditions prove helpful in the event of any
dispute between the spouses.

Ensure the right of talag-e-tafweez has been
delegated unconditionally (clause 18). The
correct way to obtain this right is to write the
simple word ‘yes'. If any condition is to be
mentioned it must be written In very clear
words, eg., nothing vague such as 'ba
matabiq shariat' or 'in accordance with law'.

State whether husband's right of divorce is
curiailed (clause 19) e.g., a lump sum is to
be paid on divorce. This right can only be
curtailed and not taken away completely,

____g__MCll'I'ICl e *= Mention all other written

contracts/conditions attached with the
marriage relating to dower and
maintenance (clause 20) e.g.,
maintenance in the event of divorce or
provisions for jeb kharch/wife's pocket
money. Mention whether groom has an
existing marriage and whether permission
has been taken for contracting another
marriage (clauses 21 & 22). If crossed out
and later proved that husband was already
married, this can be used as an evidence of
fraud and forgery.

Before signing, bride should read the
conditions of the marriage and question
anything she does not understand. Note:
any conditions which cre against the law will
not be upheld.

Ask the bride and the groom (no one else) in
front of witnesses whether they freely
consent to marry each other.

Have the bride, the groom, 2 witnesses, and
the person who performs Nikah sign
Nikahnama.

As soon as possible after Nikah ceremony
have Nikah Registrar sign, seal and register
Nikahnama.

Keep a copy of completed and registered
Nikahnama for the bride to keep for herself
somewhere safe.

It Jehez is given, make complete list of items,
stating their value, and have the groom and
2 witnesses sign the list as cormrect and
formally received; as an exira precaution
keep receipt of transport used to cary
Jehez.m

Credits: www.sdpi.org




By: The team of Bargad

“United
we stand,
divided

we fsll™....
Sal:i'r’ Sul:l\ani

sl\a'ving his experience

nowing Sabir Subhani was an experience
m in itself. For some reason most of us do nc-

any more believe that common good 3
more important than personal benefit. However
when Sabir narrated his story at least my ideals
changed.

Sabir Subhani is currently working in a bank. He holds
an MBA from Punjab University though he initially got
admitted in the Mass communication department of
the same university. The story of how he ended up in
MBA while pursuing Mass Communication is much
more interesting than one can assumeitto be. if Imay
exaggerate, it can become a base line for any Indian
commercial film.

"ltwas 1990”, remembers Sabir, "when | got admitted
in the Mass Communication Department of the
Punjab University pafly because my father was a
journalist but mainty because | didn't get admission in
any other department.” HHaughed at the honesty of his
statement. "After a few days had passed and | had
gotten acquainted with my class mates, we noticed
some posters put up in our department by the seniors
against some private college that claims it self 1o be
affiliated with the University of Punjalb. We all got a little
worried over what was happening. We consutted our
seniors and they told us the details”.

Sabir said that through their seniors they got to know
that there was a coliege opened in a small building
some where in Lahore and was offering the degree of
Mass Communication to students. The college
claimed that it was affiliated with The Punjab tUniversity
although It was not. The seniors had requested the
college administration to take action against this
colilege which was using the name of the university
and misguiding the students. The administration
promised to take noftice of it but they did not do
anything. Sabir said, “Me and my friend aliened with
the seniors that we wouid take every possible step to
convince the university administration to take notice
of the private coilege”

After Sabir and his batch mates had joined the seniors
they went fo the admin ana suggested that the
university should give a deciaration in the newspaper
that it has no affiliation with that college. This way the
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Regional Dialogue on Peace and
Youth Cooperdation is part of a
Bargad project on the same
theme. It is based upon the
assumption that the education
frack for South Asian peace can be
built by filling the informational gap
and making peace relevant to the
needs of everyday practices, both
curricular and co-curricular, of the
universities in the region.

Cultural Evening and
Inaugural Dinner

On the 25" November 2004 a
cultural evening followed by an
inaugural dinner preceded the
formal proceedings of the Three
Day Second Regional Diclogue on
Peace and Youth Cooperation. The
day marked the beginning of the
Sixteen Days of Activism against
Gender Violence”. Screening of an
art film Diary of a Psychiatrist by
Development Visions,
performance of a play based on
gender discrimination  “Kuriyan
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Mundiya Wich Koi Farq Nahin by \
Bargad Theater”, musical -
performances by fwo NCA students
and “Pappu Sain” the legendry
drummer of Lahore were a treat for
the audience.

First Day

During the First Day of the Dialogue
the paricipant students gave
presentations on the Peace Profiles
of their universities. They gave an
over view of how co curicular
ocTivi’riesI taking place in their
respective institutes help to
inculcate values of peace and
cooperation among students,

During the sessions the students
met the Education Minister, Punjab,
Mr Mian Imran Masud who
addressed the students on the
issue of peace between India and

Pakistan.
We care grateful to Jawan Pakistan

who organized dinner for all the
guests.

Field Day

The participants met Senator

Minister of Interior for State Dr
Waseem Shehzad in a session on
prospects of peace between India
and Pakistan. Later they visited the
Government College of Home
Economics and University of the
Punjab where they interacted with
the students and took a round of
the instifutes. Department of
Philosophy University of Punjab
hosted lunch for the guest
participants. During these tours the
participants showed their concerns
regarding more opportunities for
exchange programme within the
country aswell as the region.

Our sincere thanks to Awami
Jamhoori who invited all the guests
fordinner

Third Day

On the third and the last day Mr
Nasir Sohail conducted group work
with the student participants to
develop a plan to strengthen
networking among students of the
subcontinent for the purpose of
peace and cooperation. The
major suggestions that came up
were more forums like Bargad and
use of alfernative as well as
mainstream media to promote
cooperation among the students
of the region.

The students also met the
Parliamentarian Mr Wagas Akram
who addressed the students on the
issue of sectarian violence. Lastly
the students saw a presentation
"Artists beyond boundaries” by Ms
Farida Batool during which she
shared her experience of working
with Indian and Pakistani amateur
artists onthe issue of peace.



The above photographs are arranged in chronological order to give a birds eye view of the proceedings of The
Second Regional Dialogue



We acknowledge the cooperation and guidance of all those who have been extending their unflinching support
towards us during the planning and completion of the Second Regional Dialogue on Peace and Youth Cooperation.

Bargad would like to thank Government of Pakistan, especially the Interior Ministry for allowing us to bring
together students of Afghanistan, India and Pakistan on one platform. We are obliged that the State Minister for
Interior Dr Senator Shehzad Waseem, Mr Imran Masud Provincial Minister for Education (Punjab) and
Parliamentarian Mr Sheikh Waqas Akram who personally attended the dialogue and addressed the students.
We are grateful to our BOD members, Dr Kaiser Bengali, Mr Abdul Basit Chaudhary, Mr Shahid Gul, Mr Ali
Salman, Mr Igbal Haider Butt, Ms Huma Bagqai, Mr Shafqat Ullah and

Dr Ghazala Irfan who were available to guide and support us all long the way. We also reserve our gratitude for our
panelists and resource persons namely Dr Sarfraz Khan (Area Study Center Peshawar University), Dr Aliya Khan
(Department of Economics Quaid-i-Azam University ), Mr Zafar Jaspal (Department of International Relations
Quaid-i-Azam University), Dr Tahit Kamran (Head of the Department of History ¢ sovernment College University),

Mr Magbool Babri (Psychotherapist), Mr Naisr Sohail (Development Consultaﬁi}_i.ﬂ-mfessor Seema Sohail (Lahore

Jaya Bhatlacherjt, Ms Bnna r Darshan Deep, and Mr Gurdas Singh Se BKDAV College Amn'tsar)
| s
chal Sarkar who not only led the Indian dele akista

iinancial support of Heinrich Boll Foundatio
the di rt., D1 elika Koester Losack and Ms Saima Jasam/

(HBF Afghanistan).
of National College of Arts (NCA) especi
Nadee n Khan for letting us holding this event wit pus, College of Home
Economics and De‘p rtme hilosophy Punjab University especially Mr | and Dr Sajid Ali for
Pakistan, and Mr Amir Riaz and Mr Nasir Mubarak of Awami Jamhoori Forum, Ms §ayeda Diep (Political Activist)
and Ms Iffat Rizwi (Educatlonlst) for showing hospitality to our guests. A word of appreciation for Gujranwala TV ‘
(GTV) especially Mr Ali Murtaza who covered the whole event.

The dialogue would not have been possible without the unremitting efforts of the team of Bargad especially the ‘

dialogue assistant Mr Abdul Sattar, and last but not the least Bargad salutes the efforts of all the volunteers who
extended their services and support regardless of time and date. Special thanks to Salma Butt, Sarmad Raza Nayak,

Ahmed Saeed, Fawaz Arif, Usman Akhtar, Nauman Ali Chaudhry, Yasir Hameed, Rana Babur, Shafeeque, Rana

Imran, Akmal Warraich, Habiba Butt, Sitara Iqbal and Abrar Chaudhry.

Sabika Skakeen
(Director Bargad)




admission seekers would be informed that they were
being misguided. This suggestion did nit prove to be
of any use since the admin were not showing any
interest. Sabir said, “it was later that we got to know that
the university administrator was helping the private
college owner under the covers. They had provided
the college with the list of the candidates who had
applied for admission in Mass Communication
Department of the university and were refused for one
or the otherreason. These students were sent letters by
the private college that they should apply to the
college for admission in the same subject; this shows
that university administration was involved in the whole
thing to a great extent.” The story was now getting
interesting | was all ears and ready for the next scene.

Sabir told me that they kept on insisting but no action
was taken, the college opened and started holding
classes on regular bases. The university PRO (Public
Relation Officer) had also stared teaching in that
college. "The college had used the name of the
Punjab University and gotten handsome amounts of
money in terms of fee from the students,” Sabir felt
sorry for the poor students who had come from
outside Lahore to join that college knowing that they
would be getting a degree of Punjab University.

"When we kept on nagging the administration to take
some kind of an action it said, ‘don't worry, that private
college will finally have to come to us for the affiliation,
when that time comes we will see.' This idea

Do

the college had told the court that it had applied for
the affiliation 1o the university. Since in our case the
application for the affiliation was pending so thereis a
risk of a big loss of students careers if they would not
appearin exams. The court had thus, ordered that the
college students are allowed to take exams but their
result would be announced only .

when the college is granted The private

affiiation.” college did not have
By then, Sabir and his a campus, enough

fiends had realized \
that the university had equ 1pment, Ph.D
been playing games
with them, so they teaCher S and pl‘ Oper
decided to boycott  environment to be
fhe exams n fact * able to get affiliated
the college had

with the university.

applied to the
University for Affiliation .

It was just a source
of minting

but the documentation

required for the

application was kept shon

purposefully so that the money.
process could be delayed.

Sabir told me that there is a whole procedure through
which a college is granted dffiliation by the university.
This procedure is written in the university calendar.
There is an affiliation committee which makes arepon
of the applicant institute. That repor is then

some how worked and we stopped
agitating.”

One year passed and then came the

biggest shock, for Sabir and his friends, he for

collective
. issue and no teachers and proper environment to be able

said, “the exam time had come and we saw
that the role number slips were being issued
by the university to the college students as
well, The university administration said that the
court has permitted the college students to

students. We knew that the cour permits
affiliation on certain grounds, and we had an
idea that the coliege does not fulfill those
criteria; we used our sources to know what the
court had said. We got to know that the court

They were
all fighting

one was

appear in the exams with the university |- giving his or
h er se l f could do in crder to protest against the unfair

interest the
priority.

submitted to the Syndicate which has the
sole power to accept or reject any
application for affiliation. The coliege did not
a fall upon the standards of the criteria listed in
the university calendar for affitiation. It did not
have a campus, enough equipment, Ph.D

to get affiliated with the university, It was just a
source of minting money.

"Boycofting the exams was the only thing we

aftitude of some of the members of the
university administration. We kept on doing
that. A time came when there were three
batches all together; us, our seniors, and our

had given permission for the exams because

juniors as well because the university could

N
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The administration, however, got against us, they

also tried to bribe us by saying that they would get

us good marks

not refuse new admissions.” | asked if every body was
ready to give up two to three years of his or her life for
this cause, “there was great deal of unity among us,
and this was our strength, the university PRO tried to
disunite us but we never gave up. The girls also stood
by our side, some of them had to get married right
after they completed their M.A, one of them had
come from abroad and had to leave, but even such
cases supported us” Sablr sald proudiy.

I was impressed by the unity the students were
showing for a common cause. They were all fighting
for a collective issue and no one was giving his or her
self interest the priority. The university called at the girl's
homes to convince the parents that they should allow
themto take exams but the girls stood fast,

Sabir told, “For the first time in ten years the university
went on strike. The Mass Communication deparnment
was even sealed for some time. We stopped taking
classes and delayed exams. During the whole
episode once two boys were arrested by the police
over a false allegation put on them by a few
members of the university administration. We also
organized awalk on the Mallin front of the Governor.

The whole university even the Jamiat also stood by our
side. The administration, however, gotagainst us, they
also tried to bribe us by saying that they would getus
good marks and even if we want to change the
department we can., We stood united against alt
odds. Media also got involved, the newspapers took
up this matterand gave it hype.

We somehow convinced the university that it should
order the college to process the application for
affiliation, we succeeded and the Sydicate
Committee started doing its job. It gave a report that
the college is not eligible for the affiliation. This report
was being hidden by the administration from the

court because it would expose them. We now

decided that we should become a party and fight the

case in court. The university however tried to stop us.

When we presented a copy of the syndicate's’
decision before the legal advisor of the university, he

came to know of our strength and our seriousness. The

university was now convinced that if we fight the case

we would win, Consequently the Syndicate's decision

was presented in the court and the college was

ordered o close down.

Uttimately we took exams along with the students of
the private college. On humanitarian grounds we
decided that since these students have been
misguided by the college it was rather unfair to not o
let them take exams. A few students including me
were rusticated by the university out of revenge, A few
were charged with UMC (Unfair means case) during
€xams again as avenge.

“Then | applied in MBA and got admission, by then |
was fed up of sfudying and fighting over the same
thing so | decided to give life a new beginning with
changing my course” narrated Sabir, | asked him what
price he had to pay for all this, he delighttully said,
“four years not much”, | was curious if his academic
career; rustication and UMC ever created problemsin
his practical life, he answered, "No”. | also put him a
Question about the attitude of the faculty members
while he with his along with his fiiends were fighting for
the right. He said, "Most of them encouraged us but
they did not openly appose the administration.

To conciude Sabir's story has one moral; "United we
stand, divided we fall”. He is an inspiration for all the
young people who want to fight for the right but do not
take the initiative thinking that ‘nothing happens no
matter how much you try.! Well as we have seen in
Sablrscase things do change onlyifyoukeeptrying!m
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n constitution of our country there is no
distinction between men and women, both
have the same rights but certain laws have

been enacted to safeguard the rights of the women
considering theirweaknesses.

There is also Muslim famity Court Act where all the
matters peraining to the disputes between Muslim
husband and wife are dealt related to the divorce,
dowry, custody of the children, and regarding to all
Muslim family ordinances. The purpose behind these
actsis to safeguard the rights of women,

There is no discrimination in the law between a man
and a woman, but still signs of Inadequacy are
visible. One example came In the hearing of a Khula
case in year 2000 by the Lahore High Court {LHC).
Rather than deciding the matter put before it, the
court in fact demanded the separated couple
should unite once again to safeguard the welfare of
the children, This was despite the fact that duiing
hearings, the wife, who was seeking divorce; had
complained she was subjected to repeated
violence. A research conducted by HR C B looking in
to the issued of women seeding release from
marriage reported thaton average it  tookawomen
two years or more to obtain Khula.

Naureen (fictitious name) had to go through long
court procedures and was finally granted Khula after
two years. Naureen was only 18 when she got married
to her cousin liyas { fictitious name) to whom she was
changed ever since her birth. Marriage took place in
1995. An amount of Rs. 2,000 was fixed as dower
between the two parties.

Naureen's father was a carpenter and used to work on
daily wage basis with a contractor. Educating all his
seven children was an impossible task for him so -
Naureen and her sister were taken out of school in
class 9", She did not even complete her matriculation
so she had no certificate or degree. Mariage was
almost the beginning of her life. Belonging to a very
conservative family she was not allowed to meet llyas
who happened to be her cousin cum financeé.

Naureen's dreams shattered when liyas started
showing an indifferent attitude towards her within the
very first month of their marmage. He did not give her

On average it takes a woman two

years or more to obtain Khula

any money 1o moot everyday requirements, A few
month Iater it was revealed upon Naureen that llyas
was seeing another woman. He was spending most of
his earnings on her. When Naureen protested he said
lam a man and | can have friendship with other
women, you have no right to ask me where do | spend
my money, it is my money and Il spend it wherever |
want. Naureen never stopped protesting; henceforth
Ilyas's affitude started getting worse and worse, He did
not give her any money, abused her and dlso started
beating her. Meanwhile she also gave birth to a son;
imran  (fictitious name) but llyas's torture only
increased after the birth of the child.

She spent two years bearing llyas's torture, physical
and psychological. Finally she decided to leave him.
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Khula was a forbidden word; she had pressures on
her from parents and society which did not let her
take the bold step.

She came back and started living with her parents.
Initially her parents supported her but gradually
started pressurizing her to go back 1o lyas. This was
probably because they could not afford to feed
Naureen and her son for many days because of their
weak financial position,

Ignorant Naureen who did not even know the ABC of
law and her legal right was convinced by some
greedy lawyer that she should file a suit for
maintenance against liyas. There were no bases for
this case as Naureen herself had left liyas and court
does not grant maintenance in favour of the wife if
she herself has left the husbands home. Instead it only
helps the hustband to file a suit for restitution of
conjugal rights against the wife. Poor Naureen who
filed the case in 2000 got nothing out of it. Instead she
had ali the relatives speaking against her that she has
started going to courts and she had to hear all sorts of
bad comments about her character from neighbours
and relatives.

Under existing circumstances Naureen had only two
options open in front of her. Either llyas divorced her or
she herself asked for Knhula. Khula was a forbidden
word; she had pressures on her from parents and
society which did not let hertake the bold step.

This time when Naureen came back her parents were
alittle convinced that lliyas is not the right person to live
with, But they were sfill insistent that Naureen should
not ask for Khula as it would ruin their reputation in the
family and their daughiers would never find
husbands; neither would Naureen left with a chance
toremarry.

After consultation with a few lawyers Naureen ended
up at Shirkat Gah {an NGO) that works for betterment
of women) where she was supported by a team of
lawyers who gave her a new hope. Nighat Hafiz, her
lawyer convinced her family that the easiest way to
get 1id of liyas is KHULA, and even that would take
many months.

Naureen told that after she decided to file a suit for
dissolution of marriage she had to face many social
pressures which resulted in prolonged court trials. The
worst thing which happened was that her son suffered

alot.

Nighat filed a suit in Lahore High Court for dissolution of
mariage in 1999. The court summoned llyas but he
never showed up. He wasted one whole month and
then finally submitted a written statement on 14" June
and 18" June 1999.

Later, evidence from Naureen side was required. She
had two people from the family who were ready 1o
speak on her behalf, the first one being her father and
the second being her fathers brother. The situation
was crucial because llyas was Naureen's first cousin
and Naureen's uncle happened to be llyas's uncle
too. The worst fear came true when Naureen's uncle
betrayed at the eleventh hour and refused from
appearing in front of the court. Conflict arose among
different members of family. Naureen and her family
were deserted.

Allwhat she and her lawyers could now do was to wait
for the retun of her father. The hearings of the court
which started from 27" July 1999 went till 8" November
1999 when Naureen's father returned home
miraculously. The court fixed dates for compromise
which lasted till one month but it failed. Naureen had
now decided that she would not be pressurized by
anyone, be it law or society. She stuck to her decision
that she would not offer herself and her son for
brutalities of llyas any more.

Meanwhile liyas filed a suit for restitution of conjugal
rights against Naureen. The case was pointless as
Naureen had already filed a suit for Khula, but this has
become a tradition of men that whenever they want
to harass a woman they take help from the loop holes
in the legal procedure. Same is what liyas did. This act
did not go in favour of llyas but it only delayed the
process of Khula and added to the problems of
Naureen. The case was dismissed soon.




On the other hand the Khula case was dragging on.
The cournt asked fordocumentary evidence and it was
provided by Naureen's lawyers efficiently. The whole
procedure lasted from 20" December 1999 to 17"
February 2000. llyas showed up with his witness the
next month. The court affer listening o the arguments
of both the parties, decreed in her favour on 31 of
March 2000. Naureen got time to relax after two
whole years,

Naureen now got busy
with her son and she
decided to study

“Most women suffer because of
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his due rights.

An average Pakistani girl grows up with a dream that
one day she will get married and then live happily
ever after. The firstpart of the dream comes true when
her parents marry her off. However, the second part
does not become everyone's fate, Women are
tortured mentally and physically in every second
household even today in Pakistan, The cruel husbands

- get away with all their brutality because women

consider it as a part of faith
to live with their husbands il
the end of their lives. Those

futher. This was when  the nonsense of the lawyers, they  who gather the courage to

her mother met Nisar
(fictitious namej.
Nasar who was a
widower lived in
Sargodha. His late wife
had left him with four
kids. He showed some interest in marrying Naureen
and her mother was only too ready to mary her off
again.

Naureen was going through the process of being
convinced by the family once again, when liyas filed
a suit for the custody of the son in Okara High Court,
The whole family was of the view that Imran should be
given to liyas and Naureen should start a new life with
Nisar. Naureen believed that llyas had no love for
Imran, he was only doing so because he wanted to
take revenge from Naureen,

Pakistan law provides a woman with facility that she
can get the case fransferred to her present residing
place but it takes alot of effort efficiency and time on
her part. When Nighat told Naureen about all these
hardships she said, she was ready to swallow anything
for Imran. She followed the case and it was decidedin
favour of her on 12" of December 2001, She aiso
managed to attain a maintenance of Rs. 600 per
month from lliyas.

Naureen got married to Nisar on the condition that he
would take care of Imran like a son of his own, but he
never kept his promise., Naureen had 1o leave Imran
with his grandparents (llyas's parents). liyas had
deserted them and had remairried. He still did not fulfill
his responsibility towards the child and has hardly ever
given the due monthly amount of Rs. 66 to Imran.
There is no one who could give the ten year old Imran

themselves are afraid of filing
Khula suits as it is against the
norms”.

go against the traditions
and fight for their rights are
faced by many social and
legal bariers. Society and
law, instead of protecting
them creates hindrances at
every step they lake towards their release from
subjugation and oppression. Another obstacle is the
ignorance at the part of women, as per their legal
rights.

Suhial Warraich a senior lawyer commented, “Most
women suffer because of the nonsense of the
lawyers, they themselves are afraid of filing Khula suits
as it is against the norms”. According to Suhail it is the
ignorance on the part of women and laid back
attitude of lawyers because of which women have to
suffer. The legal system is not to be blamed because
every law has some loop holes. If women are aware
of their rights and they get right legal advise no one
can stop them from acquiring their rights.

Most women across remained ignorant of even their
most basic rights, with a newspaper survey
conducted finding that over 80 per cent of young
women aged 18 and 24 in Lahore had no idea of the
clauses contained in the "NIKAHNAMA!, Almost 90 per
cent, including those educated to graduate level
and beyond, did not realize they had any rights at all,
such as those to divorce.

Khula, which is a jurisprudential law, is accepted by
most of the religious scholars of the time. It is not
essential to seek Khula through court; the two parties
can separate through mutual agreement. However it
still remains to be a forbidden idea in the society we
livein.m




Mr Shafgat Ullah

Mr Shafgat Ullah is serving on the Board of Bargad as one of its directors. He has supported the organization time and

again oth in terms of logistics and guidance. The Regional Dialogue on Peace and Youth Cooperation among

South Asian university students is in fact a brainchild of Mr Shafgat Ullan.

He holds a Masters degree in Philosophy from Punjab University. After that he spent some time in journalism and
worked in The News, From 1998 to 99 he rendered his services as National Deputy Coordinator with Democratic
Commission of Human Rights (DCHR). He has been working with a number of civil society organizations such as
Organization of Participatory Development (OPD). From the year 2001 onwards he has been handling a business of
manufacturing and export of garments. Currently he is one of the Central Directors and Station Head Lahore of the

radio station Mastt FM 103,

A Word of Thanks

Bargad s thankiul fo Ms Rabia Khan forthe generous
donation of Rs Fifty Thousand she has made to the

-sustainabiliity and growth of Bargad.

Ms Rabia Khanis a development consultant. Shie has
worked on varous piojects: with CIDA (Canadian
international Development Agency) Shrengthening
Particlpatory ‘Organizations (SPO), DFID and NGO
Resource Centie . of the Aga Khan Foundation. She
has also worked ‘With Infernational Union' for the

.~ Conservation of Nature,
“Haraghl, CIDA.

organization. Het contibution will be used for the

Istamabad, " Socio-
Economic and Business
Consultants’ (SEBCON), |
Aurat Foundation, |
Lahore, and Suridge.
andBeecheno, Lahore.

She holds an MPA from

Carnegie Mellon
University ond on LLB

from the Universtty of Punjab.

Abdul Basit Chaudhary

Mr Abdut Basit Chaudhary
is one of the founder
members of Bargad. He
has been a source of an
unflinching support and
guldance to the
organization particulary in
legal matters,

Mr Abdul Basit pursued M.A

in Philosophy from Punjab University after graduating
from Government College, but he soon discontinued
it and joined M.A LLB. Currently he is working as an
Advocate in the High Court. He deals with both civil
and criminal cases,

Mr Abdul Basit is a life member of Lahore High Court
Bar and Lahore Bar and an honorary member of
Gujranwala Bar. He is a chairman of Lahore High
Court Literary Committee, Moreover, he is a
member of Lahore High Court Executive Committee
and Lahore High Court Intellectual Committee.
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