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The PHOTO m the mail 15 the "Pulitzer pnize" winning photo taken m 1994 during the Sudan famne
The picture depicts a famme stricken child crawling towards an United Nations food camp, located a
kilometer away.

=The wulture 15 watting for the child to die so that it can eat it. This picture shocked the whole world
No one knows what happened to the child, mcluding the photographer Kewin Carter who left the
place as soon as the photograph was’taken

* >Three months later he commutted suictde due to depression



Tuality of our Fducation System

Is it believable that there was a time, not long before, when
the rich and the poor used to be equally intelligent? The
reason being, that at that time quality education was not only
limited to the rich but available to everyone who wanted to,
avail it. Those were the days when education created
awareness among the masses so that they could speak up for
their rights, consequently bringing about a positive change
inour society.

History holds many examples of such men and women who
did not belong to affluent families but earned a name for
themselves and their country by the grace of God Almighty
on the basis of their education. Unfortunately, we do not find
such people large in number any more; thanks to our
education system.

Ever since there has been a mushroom growth of private
educational institutes in Pakistan, the quality education has
become directly proportional to a student’s affordability.
The government institutes have not been able to cope up
with the changes occurring in the international education
scenario, however, the expensive private colleges and
universitics have adopted modem ways of teaching
resulting in better performance.

Costly private institutes provide students with the facilities
of computers, multi media projectors, auditoriums, air
conditioned class rooms and a way of teaching that is
practiced in the advanced universities of the world. Further
more the syllabi they follow is updated every now and then.
New techniques of teaching are welcomed following a
healthy student teacher relationship.

Like all other private firms, private cducational institut
also have a system of accountability for students as well

that whether they are fulfilling their duties to the full
potential or not.

d
teachers. There is a record of every student regarding his or
her performance. Further more there is a check on teachers

Unfortunately, the government institutes which were once a
symbol of prestige for the students are no more producing
bright and shining students, Red tapism and corruption has
restrained them from embracing modern techniques of
education. The atmosphere within government colleges and
universities is lethargic and lazy. Both, the students as well
as the teachers take their work rather easily since they know
that they are not accountable for their performance.

All of these factors make private institutes more attractive
for the students to pursue. Those who can afford the
expenditure, for sure go for the private universities. Job
market also considers students of such colleges as more
advanced and even more intelligent. As a resultofall this we
have a situation where the best of the jobs are available to
the students of private institutions. Henceforth, the rich and

e

the elite are getting the upper hand under all circumstances.

This scenario is producing drastic results in terms of both,
social and economic paradigms. The gap between rich and
poor is increasing due to unequal share of opportunities
present for the rich and the underprivileged in terms
education and later on jobs.

This widening gap has another harsh effect on us, which is
of social level. Expensive private educational institutes are
creating class consciousness among the youth. Students are
being attracted by the glamour and English speaking
atmosphere associated with the private institutes. The
students studying in expensive institutes think too high of
themselves, how ever, those who cannot afford expensive
education are becoming victims of inferiority complex.

We are not realising but if these conditions prevail for a long
time, our society will become like that of medieval Europe
where the rich became the richer and the poor and became
the poorer. The solution to this problem lies with. the
government who can upraise the quality of education
imparted by the governiment institutes in order to match the
profiteering private colleges and universities.

Editors Pick |

| Was Born
Intelligent,
But Education
Ruined Me.

>




By Suhail Akhter

Where teachers find it hard to explain things to Urdu-medium students; the
future of education seems endangered!

CLASS CLASH AT CAMPUSES

a’/;:xeem Butt feared that he might face an

embarrassing situation during his MBA classes as it's
prefty difficult to compete with his class fellows who
have been groomed mostly in elite English medium

“nools. A brilliant student, who notched up top
positions in all examinations right from primary to
graduation level, is now rated as a mediocre student
of the class. He is a classic example of the students
who fall victim to class clash at higher educational
institutions,

Such students suffer psychologically and end up
holding third-division degrees as their educationai
career comes to a close. Their nightmare does not
end here but continues to haunt them in practical life
as well, Their foray into professional life proves a bitter
experience as third-division degree compels them to

UNIVERSITY

accept a low-profie
~ . job.

4«[’2 mtcb Students hailing from
varied social classes
and taught through
different media of
instructions cultivate
different propensities
and acqauire
knowliedge by
employing varied
methods. We can
broadly categorise
these social classes
into English and Urdu
mediums,

When these two
categories interact
during higher or
Master's level, this leads

. to class clash. Students

: hailing from English
& medium schools have
i totally contrasting

outlook on life vis-&-vis
those coming from
Urdu medium tackground. Further, the students who
are brought up in religious seminaries also find
themselves atthe receiving end at advance leves,

Within the institutions it's not only the students who are
class conscious, even the teachers and the
administration do not encourage students from Urdu
medium or govermnment schools, "Sometimes | really
face difficulty during my lecture to explain things to
Urdu-medium students as they are made to
memorise the scientific formulae without
understanding their logic. However, English medium
schools strictly monitor effective lesson plans thereby
enabling students to understand things in a betterway
and get a good grade”, says a teacher at Lahore
University of Management Science, requesting
anonymity.
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~hile cham of English-medium schools and way of
their teaching affracts many Urdu-medium students,
they abhor the way they are freated by students
studying at such schools. Ahmad Saleem, a student
of doctorate in Mathematics at LUMS, who has an
Urdu-medium background tells, “To some extent
Cambridge system of education is better than
Pakistani, but | face some problems interacting within
the environment of my university. There is something
that alienates me from my new class fellows. | think we
the Urdu-medium students are victims of note
learning and thaf's the reason our knowledge remains
deficient.”

He added, "We, at Urdu medium schools remain
confined to text books, whereas a Cambridge
student has to study different books n order fo

“Thereisa class divide'i in. our muversiﬂe&and thls is not a monetary clash or divide, it is

education. Paper sefting has been revised by
increasing objective type questions in order to test the
knowledge of a student, and not her/his memory. “We
can curtail or even stop this clash by improving our
teaching faculties in Urdu-medium schools,” says M
Qaleem, principal Dyal Singh College. He said, “at
present Montessori-trained teachers enjoy better
salary ceiling than B.Ed and M.Ed teachers, and this is
Qa pointto ponder.”

However there are some experts who think this class
clash in higher education has resulted from our social
behaviour and all institutions are doing well in their
respective fields.

Different ways and medium of instruction prevail all
over the world. Western institutions are churning out

that of an mfeue"cti‘iél kind. | aﬁ%ﬂh&? piflon that this class difference canfiof be s

prepare for exams. This class clash is not only
prominent in educational field but also makes a
student aggressive in his behaviour towards other
students.”

Prof Munir Ahmad, a law teacher at a private college
shares his views about the difference in attitude of
various students, He believes that the background a
student comes from matters a lot in determination of
their behaviour. He says, “We have students from
different institutions including religious seminaries and
sometimes we witness tiff and harsh arguments on
moral and religious issues among them.”

Some of my class fellows look down upon me and
underestimate my way of education. | feel isolated
and put in a bit of bind while studying with my class
mates as we have different ways of thinking, we
interpret life in different ways, says M Sabir, a s'ruden’r of
LLB at National Law College.

This friction and tension between the students of Urdu
medium and those of English medium is sometimes
conspicuous at college functions. English-medium
students are more aware of Western festivals or days
such as Valentines Day or Halloween and celebrate
such events enthusiastically. "They take pleasure in
rubbing cake on each others face, but know little
about native festivals”, says Wasif Adnan, a student of
ICMA,

The government has improved curricula of different
classes and has also changed the system of

students with outstanding intelligence. But we having
both Cambridge and local education system have
produced only a few professionals who won
accolade from other societies. “We can count our
scientists on finger tips,” says Kashif Jibran ateacher of
mathematics at Lahore Grammar School. He said,
“class clash takes a heavy toll of students ability and
educational process.”

Although competition in students with different
backgrounds in terms of medium of instruction is a
healthy practice, yet it should not lead to disrespeciful
attitude for each other, “There is a class divide in our
universities and this is not a monetary clash or divide, it
is that of an intellectual kind, | am of the opinion that -
this.class difference cannot be bridged”, says Rabiq,
a student of Masters in Psychology at Government
College University, Lahore.

On the other hand some college students are of the
view that lack of direction in our general education
system is the root-cause of this divide at higher
classes. What ever may the reason be the fact
remains that most of the students of our country are
falling victim to class clash within the educational
environment. This is the time o worry and bring about
a healthy change in our educdation system. We must
not forget that the purpose of education should be to
impart knowledge for the weal and uplift of society,
and this cannot be achieved by merely handing over
degreesto studentsm

>
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SHreedd-wr- Kehman

Meeting Saeed-ur-Rehman was more fun than | had
expected it to be. Anyone who would be given the
task of interviewing a PhD Candidate in English
Literature, and that too from the Australian National
University (ANU), a leading university of Australia, would
unguestionably imagine his/her interviewee as a man
who would, be very serious minded; talk on highly
sensitive sociopolitical matters; be time conscious;
and speak only in English. Somy to say, Saeed

A

Currently he is teaching at Beaconhouse National
University (BNU).

All of the above mentioned are great achievements
but what makes Saeed special is the beginning of his
educational career in his hometown; Muridke. He
infroduced Muridke 10 me as a city that can be

described as “a sort of Pakistani red-neck territory,” |
faughed at his remark while he

remembered, "when lwas a child 1 also

. |
does not let any of such preconceived | went to wanted to join the Mujahideen in
notions prevailing in your mind once you _

. Urdu Bazarr Kashmir but my parents never
have actually met him. The most cemitied me, | think Muridke
interesting thing that | experienced b ht id olwlo s had the otontial of
while being with him was that not even 0"9 some guiaes mok?:w oudoe xtre?ne thinas! ”
for a moment did he let me feel that gy g5
he is shortly expecting to get a PhD in and summary bOOkS That Saeed matriculated from a
English Literature with amazing _ mediocre public school in
research credentials at the crammed fhem and Muridke is a fact that surprises you
interational level four refereed joumnal . T but even more remarkable are
articles, two chapters of intemational g°t passedr SImple. the various misadventures that he

publications and four presentations at
academic conferences.

Saeed-ur-Rehman did his Masters in English
Literature from Government College, now GCU, and
also holds an MA Honours in Postcolonial Literatures
from the University of Wollongong, Australia. During his
doctoral candidature, he has been the student
convener of the Graduate House and also the
Postgraduate Students' Representative of the English
Depantment of the ANU. He received IPRS
(International  Postgraduate Research  Scholarship)
from the Australian Deparment of Education and the
ANU PhD Scholarship, which is a matter of great pride,

Some other feathers in his cap are the few
publications he has in his name in intemational
refereed jounals. After coming back from Australia he
has taught ot (National College of Arts) NCA and FAST,

has had during his education. Saeed
tells, “in my school, when the students
reached class 9" they were allotted
sections on the basis of their performance. The
sections ranged from Ato D and | was sent to D. | kept
tying but could not make it to a better section
because of my poor English.” The story does not end
there. His academics remained the darker side of his
life till he passed his F.A and to do so he took a little
longer than the average students. | was amused the
way he laughed and said, it took me three years to
pass F.A, 1 flunked my English exam and wasted a
year”,

Surprisingly Saeed opted for English Literature as one
of his elective subjects in B.A. He got admission in
Islamia College Civil Lines, Lahore and his real
academic growth started while reading literature, |

Gy
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asked him how he managed to pass his BA he
replied, "I went to Urdu Bazar, bought some guides
and summary books, crammed them and got
passed, simple!” This was very honest of him but |
wanted to know what actually improved his English
and then he revedled, "l

found my course books very  'Erom Fortress Stadium to Chauburgis there

boring so | stared reading
literary works of other
prominent writers on my own,
| read Kafka, Dostoyevsky,
and Camus. None of these
writers was on the syllabus in
either my BA or MA, and they
still are not, but these were the writers | could relate to,”
With this convincing reply, | changed the course of my
questions towards some more complex matters,

| asked him how he improved his spoken English. His
reply was very amusing since he said, “from Fortress
Stadium to Chauburgi, there is not a single Language
Center | have not visited in order to learn speaking
English. | was from an Urdu medium background and
for a student lke me even a degree of Masters or
Bachelors in the subject is not enough to improve
his/her English speaking skills.”

When | asked him if spoken English ever gave birth to
any kind of complex in him, he first denied and then
admitted; “Yes, during my Pakistani education
perhaps | was like everybody else who are impressed
by anyone who speaks fluent English. However, now |
believe language is only a tool that helps
you think and communicate. People of
the Sub-continent have been surviving
with this complex since 1835, the year
English became the medium of
instruction because of the demands of
Thomas Babington Macaulay. My B
approach towards such things dros’ricolly
changed when | went to study at the

University of Wollongong where there was
no discrimination on the basis of ll*-dps

language or skin colour. My area of
research was postcolonial theory at the
University of Wollongong and my

is not a single Language Center | have not
visited in order to learn speaking English!

Australian university suggesting me to write my thesis in
any language of the Sub-continent, Though | chose to
write the thesis in English, his suggestion really opened
the lid of my brain. Whatever had been the source of
silent, unspoken complexes throughout my
education had the potential
of becoming a source of
dignity and self-assertion, |
had never known that to be
possible in the public
education system in Pakistan.,
Pethaps in that way our
education system is still
colonial, because it erases
the dignity of millions of people.” He narated an
interesting incident that, "when | came back from
Australia after six years and eight months, initially | had
some difficulty in understanding some difficult Urdu
words, after a few days | realized that this inability of
mine was a source of haughtiness for my family. Even
pride is a political problem.”

Saeed seemed different yet full of confidence. | could
not help asking him whether he ever felt discriminated
among his classmates at Government College
because of his different background. He said, "well, at
Islamia College everybody was more or less like me
but at GC | did feel left out at a few occasions,
because my social knowledge was different than that
of my classmates. | did not know about the most
modein aofter-dinner games and other Westemn
customs. However, | also felt that those guys and girls
did not know much about the indigenous
literary traditions.” Then | asked him if he
could make friends or not. Very openly he
5 told me that he could not make any real
friends in GC but whenever he needed to
socialize he went back to Islamia College
where he did not feel discriminated. He
said, "l think my classmates were not
concered with the politics of studying
literature of our former colonial masters.
Somehow, as most of them wanted to

become CSS Officers, they tried to
{H‘mﬂﬂ [& @m @j behave like the memibers of the British

nobility.”

supervisor, Dr. Paul Sharrad, suggested 1o
me “If you really want to be a radical @@mml:llﬂle@lf€. Saeed and | taked about increasing

student, you should write your MA thesis in

Urdu or Punjabi and then ask the university 1o get it
transiated.” This really surprised me. Here was the
Head of the English Depatment of a reputable

class-consciousness among students. He
was of the opinion that a student's economic status
has a direct effect on the kind of education s/he is
pursuing. He said, “there is no way that a government

— Gy
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school student can
compete with the more
advanced private
school student, When
s/he goes to the same
university, class-
consciousness takes
over. Given the present
circumstances | don't
see a way how this can
be improved.” | asked
him about his
schoolmates: he said,
“the few | know have not
been successful, one of
them was murdered,
one got addicted to
drugs, and one
working in an Urdu
newspaper but the |
salary he is getting deces
not even make a
quarter of my income, |
andthisis directly aresutt
of difference of medium
of educoﬂon now mine

Urdu.”

[ said,

to be more intelligent, It is
perceived that they must
be computer literate etc.
and to some extent this is
also true in the sense that
the English medium
students are encouraged
to write what they feel and
think and are exposed to
modern educational
methods. | asked him if he
has ever suffered
discrimination in the job
market, he laughed and
narrated a very interesting
incidence. °I went to an
elitist university situated in

Jy—

defense area for an interview
and a lady asked about my
schooling, as |
meniioned my high school in
my CV. When | told her that it
had been from Muridke, her
reflex action was to say: “Why
there? Was your
transferred there?” | was rather
surprised at this question and
tied to convey to her that
when we are born we are not
asked where we would like to
be bom and very naturally |
was borm in Muridke and that is
a simple enough reason formy
schooling from that city” he

had not

father

mge  SQidwithasmile on his face.

"The market value of an English medium
student is very high. However an Urdu medium is not
welcomed warmly by the job market.” Saeed added
to my statement, “itis not only the language factor; itis
also that the English medium students are considered

"Our school teacher

“THE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION

HERE 15 MEANT FOR TAPE
RECORDERS NOT HUMANS:
yoU RECORD THE
SENTENCES FROM THE
BOOKS AND THEN REPLAY
THEM IN THE EXAM.

Saeed
disappointed as far as the
system of education in Pakistan
i$ concered. Adding humour
to his disappointment he said,
"the system of education here
is meant for tape recorders not
humans:
sentences from the books ond
. then replay them in the exam.”
He believes that ’rhe system of education here is
outdated especially the one practiced
government institutions.

seemed very

you record the

n

taught us Engiish through
Grammar Translation
Method. Now | know that this
method has a lot of
drawbacks, especially
because it does not develop
the listening or speaking skills
of the students, but our
govemment schools are still
following this outmoded
method”,

Saeed considers class-
consciousness as a universal
problem. He said, “Even in
the U.S. graduates from jvy
League institutions are
offered the most highly paid
jobs. Likewise in Pakistan

— G
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If Japanese Ambassador can confidently bring

along a translator, why can’t we be proud of

whatever lanquage we speak.”

LU.M.S. and I.B.A. Karachi graduates are given the
best of jobs in the country. The fault doesn't lie with the
employer but with the capitalist system. Admissions in
prestigious institutions should be based on merit only.
And there should be altemative paths available to
people. In Australia, for example, a high school drop-
out was accepted in a university simply on the basis of
a poem. | also met one student from the Philippines
who did not have a BA but had an MA and then was
pursuing his PhD. During his BA years, he had been
imprisoned because of his political beliefs and then
went as an exile 1o the Netherlands and the people at
the University of Amsterdam thought he had sufficient
knowledge of political theory to study for an MA, Then
he came to the ANU to study for a PhD with a
scholarship. Moreover, in the West one can write
research papers and academic books and then
submit his or her work to get a higher doctorate. The

only problem with our system is that we don't have

many alternatives forthe gifted orthe maladjusted.”

While talking to Saeed | distinctly noticed one thing
about him. He was not speaking in English. Moreover,
his English speaking style was very much Pakistani. |
could not help asking him if he was doing this
deliberately, he replied, "l try to speak whatever
language is spoken in my immediate environment. If |
want, | can speak English in the Australian accent but |
don't because | believe that language is just a tool of
communication, it has nothing to do with shame or
pride. If a Japanese Ambassador can confidently
bring along a translator, why can't we be proud of
whateverlanguage we speak.”

Thoroughly convinced by his logic about language
as a tool of communication, | begged his leave. He
escorted me to my car. | kept smiling for a very long
time after | left his place. It was real fun talking to
Saeed-ur-Rehmanm

I\
« { told you Jason carried too much stuff in
his backpackl”®




Do you think our educational institutes are inculcating class-consciousness in our

society?
Fahad
Faizan
Qandeel
Sarod

Shahid

Is it fair to categorize educational institutes according to
class and status?

Fohad

Faizan
Qandeel
Sarod
Shahid

Do you think western style of education and English-speaking
atmosphere is equivalent to quality education?

Fahad

Faizan

Qandeel

Sarod
Shaohid

Yes

Ithink so

It depends upon the individual not the institutes

I think some students are already victims of inferiority
complex >
It's not the institutes class consciousness is in our |
society

It is not fair, schooling matters a lot. Private and
government schools are divided on the bases of class

Not fair at all

It's not fair but it is automatic due to inefficient government schools
Not fair of course

Not fair, but we seldom think about such things

[King Edward Medical'College)

We should concentrate on our national
language

English is a universally recognized language and
western style is better

English is no standard but people are very conscious
about it, westem style is definitely better ,
No, quality education depends upon the results Faizan
Considering the international scenario, yes (@Levels)

An Urdu medium student feels uncomfortable in front of his/her class fellows who have
come from English mediumschools. Why?

10
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Fahad Since, we believe that English is a sign of intelligence
so students who cannot speak English feel
unconfident,
Faizan If you are the odd one out you are bound to feel
uncomfortable!
Qandeel They have inferiority complex
-Sarod | have not experienced it |

Shahid People have this thing in their minds that people who § @
have come from English medium schools are ahead A wav dem - 4
of us. Shahid

(Crescent Model School}

Why are government schools and colleges considered to be backward as compared to

the private institutes?

Fahad Because government institutes put restrictions like girls
cannoft talk fo guys and cell phones are not adllowed | = =
so people think that they are backward -

Faizan Ithink Gowt. institutes are doing equally good at higher 4
level like K.E i
Qandeel  Students have backward mentaliies they are not -~ I
exposed. :
Sarod Basically because in Govt. method of teaching is - &
outmoded.

Shahid Upper class goes to private universities, they are from
private schools thus more opento westermn ideas

Suggest a way how our campuses can be cleared of class ° ‘Fa;d

clash? (Beaconhouse)
Fahad | don't know.
Faizan Government should support modemization in
universities
Qandeel Private institutes should cut down their fee.
Sarod Youth should change its mentality.
Shahid It's just not possible.

What will be your personal preference for further studies___
agovernmentinstitute or a private university?

Fahad Private,

Faizan Lums for business studies.

Qandeel The well reputed for my field. S
Sarod Private for business studies. Sarod

(Kinnaird College)

Shohid The better known

™ J 1



Ali Sa I ma nls
Diar y

c% ife is shorterthan we assume it fo be. If we do not

stop and think about life, it passes away like a moment
of joy. Thinking about our own lives makes us think
about others oo, and then comes the time when we
start sharing our experiences with each other. This is
the point when we start learning.

In order to understand life in a better way we need to
be tolerant enough to be able to listen to what others
have to say. You never know when something
suggested by a man of wisdom might lead us to the
right path in life. Here we have Ali Salman sharing his
experience with the hope of giving a useful message
totheyouth.

The person

A business man in interior accessories by profession,
Ali Salman holds an MBA from Quaid-i-Azam University,
Islamabad and an MA in Development Studies from
Institute of Social Studies (ISS) in Hague, The
Netherlands. 1SS is the world's oldest school of
Development Studies.

At 1SS, Ali Salman was elected President of its students
union, Scholas. He is the first Asian to be chosen to this
office.

He has worked with Planning Commission of Pakistan,
UNDP. Good Governance Group and Pakistan 2010
Program. He has aiso taught Social Sciences for some
timeinLahore.

Now while he running his business, he continues to
take interest in development studies and practices
wherein he focuses on youth development and youth
policy issues. He edits a website for youth,
www.jawanpakistan.org and spearheads a think tank
on Youth. He has participated and spoken at various
national and international conferences at home and
abroad. He is also member of Bargad's Board of
Directors (BoD).

In his education days at ISS, Ali Salman used to keep
notes of his education days, which he compiled later
on as "Diary of a Young President”, It is an unpublished
manuscript so far. We are giving an extract from this

diary which holds some good suggestions for the
youth of ourtimes.

Speak out or be left out!

More often than not, leaders are above-average
orators. | am not good at this. My best speeches are
the shortest speeches. | received best applause on
my opening remarks at the annual sports day. | spoke
for about three minutes. | think that was one of those
very few moments in my life, when | could fesl myself
a part of the crowd. Only then, | was able to
communicate with them. Let
me share with you a couple of
events, when my speech
proved crifical,

After lengthy deliberations
across the student-body for the
constitutional review, we
convened the General
Assembly. Unfortunately, the
discussion was dragged into a
direction, which seemed to
lead only to a collapse. One of the key members of
the constitutional review committee even walked out
in protest, | was sitting rather silent, watching over the
proceedings. My friends and colleagues, Cecilia and
Fredrick were aiso not there and Gugu was taking the
minutes. So at a point, | took the stage and reminded
the house of the painstaking efforts of their colleagues
in writing and rewriting this constitutional draft. For the
first time, | felt emotional, | think that was my best
decision in such meetings. Had | not spoken at length,
all efforts done by my colleagues would have ended
in smoke, Finally, the new Scholas constitution was
approved, which contained many important
institutional reforms.

At one occasion, may be my worst time as the
President, | regret my silence. It was between a row
between Michael, head of Social Committee, and
Cecilia, treasurer on a procedural matter. | left it at a
critical moment and assumed it will be settled on its
own. But situation became worse, and the social
committee resigned. That led to a ripple effect and
our leadership was guestioned for the first time. It
happened at a time, when the executive committee
ftself was facing intemal problems. But in the second
crisis, the executive committee stood united and we
managed to handle the situation, though with
notable dents.

I think, that some times the decision making time is
reduced to seconds, and once those are missed,
only repentance is left. Speech is a very important
instrument of a leader's authority and it should be
used with great cautionm
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Dr. Ghazala Irfan

Dr. Ghazala Irfan has been with Bargad since its evolution. She is @ member of

Board of Directors and has been honouring Bargad with her unmatchable
services,

She has been teaching Philosophy at the Masters level at Punjab University from
1977-2001 and PhD classes (1997-98) at the Institute of Education and Research
{IER}. She conducted post doctoralresearch as a Fulbright Scholar in USA (1995-96).
Sha has been Vice-President Islamic Philosophical Association; Elected Rapporteur
Afro- Asian Philosophy Asscciation, having served as Secretary, Pakistan
Philosophical Congress from 1984-90. Dr Ghazala is a keen exponent of classical
music and is the Joint Secretary of the All Pakistan Music Conference.

Currently, Dr. Ghazala teaches at the Lahore University of
Management Sciences (LUMS).

Ghazala Irfan
Associate Professor

Email: ghazala@lums.edu.pk




PEEKING | THROUGH

HOSTEL WINDOW

A startling comparison of hostels of NCA, Punjab University, Kinnaird and GCU
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@oming al the way from the busiest Mall, after

waiting on those never ending signals, you cannot go
straight any further. You

finally tumn ieft! You go ahead

and what you see is an old,

neglected building of MAO

. College on your right.
Sympathizing with the o 7
building you just saw and .
cursing the authorities you B
take a right turn, Everything
about the atmosphere is
- conservative and so is your
mood.

With the same mood you
enter a building on your right.

For a moment ycu do not \
believe what you see
because what faces you is a ..
group of young and vibrant 5
boys and girs playing foot
bail.

You are in that part of Lahore
where you expect
men to have
mustaches and
women to be
velled, but here
you get to see
sleeveless T-Shirts
and trendy tracks.
This is not an
unusual sight but
what makes it
noticeable is the fact that you are not somewhere in
Defence or Gulberg but right in the middle of the most
traditional Lahore. Thinking about all this,
unconsciously you realize that you are standing within

L7

It is rather amusing to see iron curtains covering the
balconies of the hnstel. However: these iron
curtains are probably not as amusing for the girls
living behind them.

the premises of the hostel of National College of Arts
(NCA},

NCA, the name itself makes one think of many
things...paints, easels and
Interestingly

aesthetics.
enough, you do not redlly
find any of the above-

mentioned things evidently
obvious in NCA hostels.
instead vyou find litter
scattered in the ill
maintained gardens and
the culture that is typicai to
NCA. The students camy an
evident attitude which
makes them look confident
and satisfied. To no surprise
when you ask them
questions regarding thelr
hostel, they answer boldly
that they are having a time
of their life by fiving here.,

Something that makes NCA
hostel different from all
othersinthe city
is the fact that
though there
are two
different
buildings but
there is one
premises for
both girls and
boys. They are
free to interact
with each other and there are simply no restrictions of
any kind. In an answer to a guestion regarding this
issue a hostilite, Maimuna answered, “this freedom of
intferaction is essential,. We don't have to study like
other students, We have to work together. If they will
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-astrict us we won't be able to producé good results.”
Cther girls also had the same comments.

Abdul Jabbar, who happens to be the security guard
of the hostel, has less work than the rest of hostel
security guards all over Lahore, He does not need to
check who is coming in and who is going out. The in-
tming for girls is as late as eleven and they are not
supposed to inform anyone that they are leaving for
some place. Mehreen and Afshan, two other hostilites
talked about the focd, “food here is great, they cook
what ever we want them to cook.
Water is clean and we have never
experienced water shortage of
any kind.”

As far as access to
communication is concermed, all
the residents of this hostel are
provided with cable net in every

L g
TR0
8 bl e 4,
U Ce P PId i

The gate opens at 6:45 in the morning and that is the
edarliest one can leave the hostels. Most of the resident
students of PU speakin favour of this strictness. Amna
resident of the hostel says, “I think we do not require
any more freedom over here, what ever it is, it is good
anditis for oursafety.

Timings for visitors are also fixed. Not everyone can
come to see the girls. There is a proper process every
visitor has to go through before they can meet their
friend or relative living in the hostel. Female visitors can
go in the rooms but of course the
male friends or visitors have to sit
outside.

4 Telephone bocths are available

§ but only a few in each building.
These booths are the only means
of communication since the
hostelities do not have access to

room. They are free to bring all 'l e o b AR,
kinds of electronics from home, % ‘:—U'JuuyﬁJWbiuuw [ the Internet. Some students

]

which includes air coolers, Jil8 xaﬁiy?djc,,wc;myg

microwaves, computers and
refrigerators. The  only thing
students complain of is bad
cleanliness faciliies. As one gil
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made this hostel the best place.”

Completely opposite is the
atmosphere of Punjab University.
The girs' hostel there, presents a
full-fledged picture of an
unadventurous student life, For a
person who has just gone to pay a vistt, it is rather
amusing to see iron curtains covering the balconies of
the hostel. However, these iron curtains are probably
not as amusing for the girls living behind them. Jokes
apart, but it gives a very suffocating look to the whole
atmosphere.

Once you enter one of the hostel buildings you forget
that what it looks like from the outside, a cute cafeteria
welcomes you and you feel like going further inside.
The coridors are clean and the lawns are well
maintained. The students are pretly satisfied with the
amount of freedom they have over there, According
to the gatekeeper Munawwar, “all the gils are

required to come back to the hostel by Maghrio

prayers, and they can't go out without showing a
permission slip signed by the superintendent”,

LRSS i
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puts i, “a little bit of cleanliness /%
and landscaping would have & 71 (=51
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cemplain of this while others do
not really feel the need of Internet
intheirrooms.

Speaking of the other facilities, the
. hostel administration provides the
L/‘f‘_'f resident students with a kitchen, a
common room, a prayer rocom
and interestingly also a tailor. The
administration however does not
allow anyone to place air coolers
or other electronics in the rooms
but hidden sources tell that this
rule is not strictly followed.

The main complain of the girls living in the PU hostels,
was about the issue of lack of enterfainment facilities.
Rubeena a resident student says, " wish we could
have badminton or basketball courts here. it would
have been great fun”

Not much different is the qirls' hostel of Government
College University. However, the iron curtains on the
balconies are exclusive 1o PU only. These hostels are
situated quite far away from the main GCU building
which makes it inconvenient for the girs to go to the
university every time. As compensation the university
provides them with the bus service.

The hostel is situated in a secluded place within the
premises of "Center for Advanced Physics” which is
not a very exciting idea. The hostel does not have any
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general or super store of its own. The girls find it a hassie
to go out for buying every other small thing. The hostel
is comparatively smaller and the girls living there are
notvocal about there complaints.

Since the administration is very stict, the girls are not
allowed to bring in any kind of electronics. Forget
about the air coolers and refrigerators it is not even
legal to keep tape recorders however, the dirls
manage to keep them somehow.

Talking about the hostels of Kinnaird College, they are
indeed the most beautiful of all those discussed
above. The hostel gives a look of a four star hotel
somewhere in the woods with marble flooring and

The rules and regulations
regarding gate timings
are contrary to the image
of KC that depicts
modernism and
l[iberalism.

fountains. The architecture makes the
building lcok good and cleanliness
makes it feel good. As for other facitities,
students are allowed to bring in any kind
of electionics, They have their own &
Internet cafe but they want cable netin Fi
their rooms. Air coolers are fitted in
almost all the rooms. Every unit has g8
toilets, kitchen, and washing area. Girls §
can aiso hire maids for sweeping and
washing or at imes even for getting their
clothes ironed. But then again, these
days you get nothing for free. And
hostels at Kinnaird are expensive even
for the rich KCites. One of them
commented "no doubt they are giving
us all the facllities, but the amount they
are charging us for all this is way too
much,”

In spite of all these facilities resident students of
Kinnaird were the most expressive about the things
they want. Hina and Zahra students of third year
suggest, "Rules should be made more flexible at least
for BA students. At times we feel impriscned”. The
security guard on the other hand insists that gate
timings should be made stiicter.

The rules and regulations regarding gate timings are
contrary to the image of KC that depicts modernism
and fiberalism. If some girl gets late she is “"gated in”
for the next weekend as punishment, meaning that
she would not be allowed to leave the hostel for the
next week. And this is indeed a severe punishment.

Every hostel depicts its institution, and hence it puts
forth its own unigue culture, This explains the mystery
of the difference of atmosphere between PU and
NCA and the colleges that lie in between. If you keep
in mind the pace of the world, it is llogical to keep
students deprived of new media i.e. satellite and
Interet. Further more, considering the summers of
Lahore if hostelites demand air coolers, it is not
unreasonaple. The administration should have no
problems, if the students are willing to pay for their
own electiicity expenses. However, everything boils
down to the fact that educational institutions of
Pakistan do not believe in changing with time and
this is what is happening in the hostels around us as
welll

Researched and written by Beenish Rai
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% 2002 Bargad strongly felt the need to flourish

democratic and liberal norms in youth by enhancing
the innate capabilities of the motivated individuals
through a regular programme. Thus, in line with the
strategy and scheme of the organization's working,
Bargad initiated a project

Coordination Council (PNCC) Gujranwala,

Second training workshop was of one day held on 30
Nov, 2002 at Bargad office, After the fruitful results of
the previous workshops, Bargad held thiee more
workshops with PNCC members on ‘communication
and marketing'.

to 'promole liberal
and democratic
values through
capacily building' in
cooperation with South
Asia Partnership (SAP) -
Pakistanin 2002

Keeping in view the overall
objectives of the project,
Bargad laid down the
strategy of the project
and chose to work at fwo
differentlevels, i.e.

Q) University level,
and
o) Community level.

At university level, the

Punjab University, and at community level Gujranwala
district were selected as the target areas to
implement the project's goals,

During the course of the project a group of 25
students (13 female and 12 male) were trained in
research and rights-based approaches through a
series of connected workshops.

To enhance the skils and capabiliies of tha
representatives of Gujranwala NGOs Bargad also
participated actively and acted as a mediator
between SAP-PK and other NGOs in the workshop
organized by SAK-PK on 'financial management’, This
four day workshop took place at SAP-PK office Lahore
from 29 Oct to 2 Nov, 2002, Its 13 participants came
from all the four Tehsils of Gujranwala and 11 different
organizations affiliated with Punjab NGO

For promotion of
liberal and
democratic values in
the community
Bargad also involved
young people from
Gujranwala district in
different activities like
dialogues, seminars,
workshops and
exposure ftrips to
different sites.

In seminars and
diatogues Bargad fr
resource persons
provided extensive
knowledge of
concepts like democracy, violence and pluralism to
the participants.

All these activities proved highly productive, The
active participation of the youth and their willingness
to work further for the betterment of the society paved
new ways for Bargad to continue its activities for the
youth of the country. i

Bargad held seminars on peace, conflict resolution,
globalization and its challenges to Pakistan. The
organization also arranged Resume Development
Training' for the students to assist them to make
reasonable C.V. As aresult Bargad also came up with
a very useful "Handbook of Resume Development
and Cover Letter Wiiting” that was later distributed
among the students.

Bargad intervention opened up many new
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dimensions for the
:sTudenTs to reflect
Pupon their
! suroundings and find
{ solution of the
i problems. The
i seminars helped the
i students to build
i confidence and
i improve their various
i skills. Through the

project activities on
the campus, students learnt to develop the research
aptitude, questioning and free enquiry.

Nevertheless, it is worth-mentioning that the project
activities were not without outside opposition. Bargad
had to face severe resistance from the activists of a
miltant students group affiiated with @ mainstream
political pany claiming themselves to be the
custodian of religion. But due to the unflinching
support of the project beneficiaries (students and
administration of various departments of Punjab
University), the utility and relevance of the project, and
Bargad's pacifist but determined approach, the
organization managed to continue fts peace
intervention onthe campus.

We are also indebted to all university students,
teachers, members of administration, chairpersons of
university departments and institutes, public interest
leaders and the national press who supported Bargad
in the firm belief those student development initiatives
are the need of the hour and our nation requires such
programmes within the formal arangements of
educational institutions,

We would also give a sane advice to activists of the
militant group that they should not overlook student
development and redefining of their activism in tha
heat of their own interpretation of an ideology. Punjab
University is a public good in the final analysis and
there has to be a threshold of playing with the future
of its students. If the militant group is sincere in its
opposition to student development, gender equality
and curicular and co-curricular dynamism in a public
university, then they also need to disrupt activities of
the private universities and educational institutions
owned by members/ veterans of their own group
growingly flourishing in Lahore'm

“] was shocked too.”




Problem encountered

Solution

Impact

Lesson learnt

Severe opposition from
the militant students'
group, threats and
physical torture to the
Bargad representatives
on the campus.

_ A word of thanks

Throughout the project, Mr Ifan Mufti - Programme
Manager SAP-Pk - has been of great help to Bargad. His
constant support is one of the main reasons behind making

this projecta success.

Philosophy depariment.

Bargad held meetings with
the administration and the
students to resolve the matter
peacefully,

After many deliberations, in
order to continue peace
intervention in the university,
Bargad launched 'Resume
Development Training'.
However, the activists of the
militant group disrupted the
training programme. '
National media came to -
rescue and every one
wondered why a soft training
series like resume
development was resisted.
This put pressure on the said
militant group, whereby
students, administration and
public interest-groups
concluded that the students
were being deprived of a
valuable service that our
country needed most.

After all this, the project
activities were continued in
the university.

Bargad acknowledges the cooperation of Gen (Retd.)
Arshed Mehmood Vice Chancellor PU, Colonel (Retd.)
Masood-ul-Haq Registrar PU, Lt. Col. (Retd.) Mustansir Bashir
and Igtadar Karamat Cheema Deputy Registrars PU, Dr
Ehsan Malik Chairperson IBA, Dr. Shaista Sonu  Chainperson
English department, Dr. Farooq Hasnat Chairperson Political
Science department, and Dr. Naeem Ahmed Chairperson

Special thanks are reserved for Shahid Mehmood Student
Aftairs Incharge 1BA, Mrs. Shereen Raheem and Amara Raza
of English department, Dr. Sajid Ali and Mr. Shahid Gul of
Philosophy department, and Ms. Umbreen Javed and Ms,
Tehmina Rashid of Political Science department.

The resume development
training served «lual purpose of
the organization. First to
continue the project activities
in the university and secondly
to educate the students in the
field of C.V making,.

Students of the English
Department, Intitute of
Business Administration (IBA)
and Philosophy were given
training to make smart C.V for
the job hunt.

When the militant group
disrupted the 'resume
development training' program
at the Philosophy Department,
the press took up this issue and
brought the obnoxious attitude
ofthe militant group to light.
This created a momentum and
the militant group had to issue a
press statement that were not
against such student
development programmes,
rather they had to allege that
Bargad distributed

‘objectionable’ material

contrary to their ideology.
Ironically this material
consisted of a 'Handbook on
Resume Development and
Cover Letter Writing', Bargad's
quarterly magazine and a
brochure on our peace and
youth cooperation project.

The whole affair realizes all the
stakeholders that positive
interventions, though resisted
temporarily, cannot be rooted
out with force.

We believe that through this
intervention the university
students and administration
have felt the need to formalize
such training programmes for
the betterment of our future
leaders.

1) In the presence of the
extremist militant elements
On campus, peace or any sor
of intervention is not easy,
However, to deal with this
problem trainings and
workshops should be part of
the project so that the
political elements may not]
oppose Bargad activities.

2) All sorts of conflicts can
be resolved peacefully
through dialogue and
discussion.

3) Good terms with the
administration and teaching
community is a must for any|
further intervention in the
university.

4) Public interest groups,
especially those concerning
the youth, should dedicate
their efforts for
institutionalization of
development programmes
and initiate lobbying effort
at the level of university
teachers, administration,
policy making bodies and
the Higher Education
Commission (HEC).

)
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By Imdad Hussain

subject cope |

L/Chis is really unfortunate that social sciences and

particularly Sociology could not attain the deserving
status in Pakistan. It has numerous causes but
specifically we are not aware of its importance on the
level of state and society in order to understand social
issues. This is the reason why we are unable to have
services of sociclogists and also not fully aware of the
departments where we can accommodate cur
sociologists and students of Sociology.

In its substance the subject of Sociology is a mean to
understand the social issues. This is an educational
subject which helps increase our knowledge about
the society we are living in. Since at every level in
Pakistan physical and biclogical knowledge used to
be considered “science” only, therefore sociological
studies could not be developed here. Except
"Economics” all other social sciences are discarded
by being considered as girlish subjects. This trend is
generally observed in our society and specifically in
students,

in the circumstances where Sociology is not being
fostered by the govemment and institutions are not
available for the guidance of sociologists, it become
inevitable for sociologist to search the new avenues
for its consumption and create awarensss for its
scope. After the era of 1970 sociologists own faction
“Pakistan Sociological Association” and  “Punjab
University Sociological Association” did not play their
effective role. It is but crystal clear that their role seems
to be remained ineffective in the near future. In these
circumstances it has become a necessity to know the
departments where sociologists can bring better
results or where they are most needed, Traditionally,
sociologists render their services in “Vilage uplift,
Social Welfare Department, Reinstatement of
Prisoners and such other deparntments, However, this
work is not of that imporance which can bring
recognition to sociology as a social science. The

reason is that they are maladjusted. A renowned
sociologist Mr. Hassan Nawaz Gardazi said, “a
Pakistani sociologist's keen interest in solving social
problems becomes main hurdle in developing
Sociology in Pakistan.” If it is a comect statement, than
what sociologists should do? What should be their
role? How can they present sociology as a social
science at all levels? These questions are of very big
importance, Collectively, unless any discipline won't
gain importance on the social front than it becomes
redlly difficult to search new avenues and to bring up
new probabilities forthe readers.

At first, sociologists must determine their role. Do they
want to solve all the social problems with in a blink of
eye? Do they want to develop any specific way of
thinking about society to comprehensions its issues?
Do they want to understand existing processes and
determine an absolute direction? These are the
guestions which must not remain unanswered by the
sociologists otherwise it will be difficult to bring new
probabilities to them,

In the last few years sociologists have obtained jobs in
NGOs but with this we are still unable 1o make them
redlize that a sociologist can be more progressive
and put forward its process in a better way comparning
with the people who study other subjects,

If we wish make other reaqlize its vital importance of
sociology than we not only have to determine the role
of sociologists but also have to provide them an
appropriate direction. The easiest solution to this
problem is that we adopt research and create
knowledge. It will support the problem solvers. If we
work while playing this role than we will be able to
establish its imporntance to the masses and help mark
adirection to social processes.

By leaining this primary behavior we will gradually go
forward to those probabilities, the era has brought to
us. Now we study those probabilities where enough
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space exists for sociologists. All these probabilt es are
untraditional because a traditional probabiliiy exists
and we do not have to stive for them. They are
alreadyinourcatch,

To day society need sociologists to explore their
knowledge and study swiftly appearing social
changes because as Arif Hassan said “we are first
time there, where future isuncertain”.

To understand this course of action sociologist have ‘o
join themselves with those departments and
processes and their subsidiaries agencies.

MEDIA
URBANIZATION

“the professor respofded quickly.

glances down the hall, closes his door, and kneels
pleadingly. 'l would do anything to pass this exam.”

She leans closer to him, flips back her hair, gazes
meaningfully into his eyes. I mean," she whispers, 'l
would do anvything."

He retums her gaze. "Anything?"

"Anything."

His voice tums o a whisper. "Would you... Study?

DEMOCRACY AND DEMOCRATIC
- DEPARTMENT AND PROCESSES

POPULAR CULTURE

ENVOIRMENTAND HUMAN ETERNITY

Sociologists have to come out of their traditional
paradigms and get themselves familiar to the swiftly
changing world and develop the way for which @
famous American sociologist dreamed some
decade beforein “The Sociologicalimagination.

Once again Sociclogy has to understand swiftly
changing conditions in the society. It is again a
challenge but the biggest than before.m
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his head in front of the entire university over a dispute
with Aamna, Their relationship worsened when Ali
slapped Aamna openly in front of every one atf a bus
stop. That was the time when Aamna returned him the
engagement ring. However, later the dispute
between them was resolved and they enjoyed a
heaithy relationship. Ali's extreme reaction was
absolutely unexpected and shocking for Aamna's

relationship. No student feels comfortable to talk to
the teacher on personal matters. If teachers had
provided him with the opportunity to discuss his
problems then this may have not been the result.,

Shehbaz complained that, “There are neither
counseling centers for students nor the administration
fries to resolve university issues. The students are

A month prior to this incident a student killed another on the issue of
accommodation in the hostel. 'The university took no action against
it; rather they tried to cover up the situation for the reputation of the
university was at stake. Even the murderer was not arrested.

friends.

Shehbaz Khilji, Ali's close friend and room mate also
has the same views. He said, “on the day of the
incidence, Ali was behaving very normally. | did not
notice any unusual change in his aftitude but then
suddenly this terrible thing happened leaving
everybody in shock and frenzy”, He added, "Ali and
Aamna used to have clashes like every other couple
has but no one knew that they would end up like this.
Whatever Ali did was very wrong., He was an active
debater and Aamna was aiso keen in co-curicular
activities. Their death is a big loss to the university.”

Ali and Amna's friends revealed that such an incident
has not happened for the first ime in the Quaid-e-
Azam University, A month prior to this incident a
student killed another on the issue of
accommodation in the hestel, The university fook no
action against it; rather they tried to cover up the
situation for the reputation of the university was at
stake, Even the murderer was not arrested.

One of Aamna's friends revealed that boys openly
wander in the university with weapons. It is very
common for a boy to have a gun.

divided in councils based on provincialism; Punjalo
council, Pakhtoon council, Mehran council for Sindhis,
and also a Seraiki council. Violence inthe campus is a
direct result of this division,

Shehbaz feels that, "The attitude of the administration
was inhuman, None of them officially attended
Aamna's funeral, or went to her place. Even our
faculty members did not go.” In his opinion if Ali had
no pistol in the university premises this could not have
happened. Also, if faculty and institution had
educated and guided him properly this could not

happen.,

In order to know the point of view of the faculty and
administration Bargad inquired a few teachers and
other staff members. First of all we approached a
lecturer of Eccnomics department, Commenting on
the security check in the university he said, "Anyone
can see the changes in security, No stranger or
outsider can enter the university premises without
being preperly checked now. But we can not check
the students as they are free to enter, We can not
control the weapons completely”, He seemed quite
clueless to what should be done.

She told that on the day of this [g
pathetic incident Ali was drunk. It is b o Yys
also a very common for boys to
have liguors in the university, she
alleged.

Shehbaz said "The main
responsibility for this sad event rests

wander
university w ith/ discuss their problems with

in an answer to a question he said,

open 1 Y| ‘Yes, university has conducted a

. big rally after this incident and
n t h e students are being encouraged to

teachers instead of doing wrong.

weapons. It is very| On department level there are

futher group discussions and

directly upon university Icommon for a boy to| sessionsare arangedto overcome

administration. There is no concept

of a healthy teacher-student haveagun_”

such tensions, He told that the
department of ‘Economics
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remained close fortwo days after 29", April 2003.

The next person inquired was the Head of the
Department of MPA, He knew Aamna and told that
she was a good student. He seemed reluctant to talk
about the issue. While Bargad was in conversation with
him Field Officer Muzaffar Zaidi joined and shared his
views. According to him it was unfair to blame every
thing on the university administration. He said, "Boys
enter the university with mature minds. They have
dready made up their personalities before they join
masters' course.”

In his opinion, this incidence has
nothing to do with the
university, It was all
personal, and such a

thing could have

“The
happened
somewhere

attitude of
outside as

the administration wel. it was

also said
that the
Punjab
University
gives
_ training to
! t h e
attended Aamna's udente
to hold
weapons
and make
use of
them.

was inhuman. None

of them officially

funeral, or went to

her place. Evén

“70 percent
students c¢?
. Quaid-e-Azam
members did are drug

addicts. They
.20t go.”

our faculty

mostly come from
Government College
University and the Punjab
Uni versity gives admissions to
vagabonds. Nothing can change these students,
Any lecture is useiess to them. They are grown up
now’.

A reference was also made 1o a student named
Masud Mgitla who was blamed for involving other
students in bad activities.

Dr Eitazaz Ahmed, Head of Department of
Economics, however, had different views on the same
issue. According to him "it is fotally wrong to give such
statement that these violent students are a product of
Punjab University and Govemment College University.
Every institution can give alibis. In this particular case,
both were students of this university.” He feared some
drastic effects of this incidence on the university. He
said, "We have lost our reputation. This news has
spread all over the world”.

As for the reason of Ali Rizwan's violent behaviour he
was of the viewpoint that, “he was influenced by the
bad company he kept in hostel and university. They
were the people who brought him the pistol. His
friends were distorted personalities.”

Dr Eitazaz gave some good suggestions in order to
help improve the atmosphere of the university. He put
it to somebody proposed that “We can not control this
type of terrorism individually, we need to woik on
macro level, o change the environment. | am the
president of ASI, there are ethnic groups in the
campus who play a vital role in violating the rules, we
need to curbthem.”

When Bargad asked him what has been his role in
improvement of the atmosphere after this incident he
said, "We have discussed the matter with the V.C, We
called a public meeting after this incidence and
asked the students to share their problems with
teachers and friends. We gave them seven or eight
commandments. We gave suggestions to check the
ammunition in the hostel. This year it's mandatory that
ail the hostel students would have to evacucte their
hostels for summer vacation. This is a hostel clean up
programme; as soon as the students will be back,
thorough checking wili be made on entrance. The
students will be issued 1D cards.”

it is unbelievable that all this happened in presence of
the university's own security guards. When the on duty
Security officer was inquired he showed the recorded
diary of that day. It read, “The girl died at the spot, Both
are shifted to the poly clinic through ambulance from
there they were shifted 1o PIMS. One pistol, three
rounds, and two bullet shells found at the spot police
took into custody. He shot the girt at forehead and
himself on the right side of the head.”

When he was asked for the reason of this terible
incidence he said, "He {Ali} was a step son of his father,
This was one main reason for his being violent”, The

G
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Security Officer complained that the security guards

attend her funeral or our residence for condolence,

“The girl died at the spot. Both are shifted to the poly clinic through
ambulance from there they were shifted to PIMS. One pistol, three
rounds, and two bullet shells found at the spot police took into custody.
He shot the girl at forehead and himself on the right side of the head.”

are not allowed to interfere in the students matters, |

“As far as guards are concerned they are not allowed
to interrupt the university students, whether they are
siting together or roaming all over the university.
Majority of the students belong to bureaucrats,
aristocrats, and other influential families. They do not
even care about what their teachers are saying. They
make theirown choices.”

The Sub Inspector who was dealing with the case
spoke against the whole happening. He said, “This
was a totally wrong action of the boy. Aamna's
murder was unjust, and he himself died a forbidden
death according to our religion Islam. Aliis guilty in this
case. He has initiated a wrong custom, which can
influence otherboys aswell,”

Finally Bargad met late Aamna'’s family to share their
grief. Aamna's family was disappointed at the
response of the university administration. Her mother
said "People took away her mobile and umbrella from
her dead body. No body from university came to

No body even bothered to give us a phone call.” She
believes that university is a big party to this incidence.,

Aamnga's father was also grieved at the situation. He
commented that, "People do not educate their

_ children about our religion. If they read in Quran about

the penaity for murder they surely would not commit
such a sin. Appropriate religious training stops us from
developing negative thought. The second main
reason is communication gap between children and
parents that shatters the personality of children.”

Murder of Aamna and suicide by Ali is hence, a
honifying result of many social evils, but none can
justify it. Sanctity of an educational institute demands
peaceful atmosphere where students can learnto be
better human beings. Unfortunately the environment
of our institutes remains insecure for students looking
for peace and prosperity. Hopefuily Ali and Aamna will
not simply be forgotten by the university and effective
measures will be taken to reduce violence within the
campuss

It is possible to store the
mind with a million
facts and still be
entirely uneducated. BC)
Alec Bourne

Education is the best
provision for old age.
Aristotie (384 BC - 322
BC), from Diogenes
Laertius, Lives of
Eminent Philosophers

It is the mark of an
educated mind to be
able to entertain a

thought without
accepting it.
Aristotle (384 BC - 322

Education is what
survives when what has
been leamed has
been forgotten.

B. F. Skinner (1904 -
1990}, New Scientist,
May 21, 1964

The foundation of every
state is the education
of its youth,

Diogenes Laertius

Only the educated are
free, :
Epictetus (55 AD - 135
AD), Discourses

Education... has
produced a vast
population able to
read but unable to
distinguisn what is worth
reading.

G. M. Trevelyan (1876 -
1962}, English Social
History (1942)
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The PHOTO in the mai is the "Pulitzer prize" winning photo taken in 1994 duning the Sudan fammne.
The picture depicts a farmne stricken child crawling towards an United Nations food camp, located a

kilometer away.

~

>The vulture is wattinig for the child to die so that t can eat it. This picture shocked the whole world
' No one knows what happened to the child, including the photographer Kevin Carter who left the
place as soon as the photograph was taken

>Three months later he commutted sweide due to depression
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