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Editorial

It is a matter of immense pleasure

for us to note that our first
magazine received tremendous
applause from students and
professors of universities. It was
also received well by other
segment of society, development
sector in particular.
Interestingly, it drew Tess
criticism than we expected. Wwe,
therefore, think that we do need

to improve.

The idissue 1in your hand mostly
deals with the question of women’s
participation and representation
in politics. It 1is encouraging
that the new devolution plan
introduced by the present regime
substantially 1increased the quota
of seats for women at Tocal Tevel
and committed to remain persistent

to this policy at provincial and
national level in the future
elections. Did this 1increase 1in

percentage of representation bring
any tangible change 1in the plight
of women? To find an answer to
this question the representatives
of Bargad have conducted cross-
sectional surveys and in-depth
interviews with newly elected
women representatives and women
voters.

suggest that
representation is one facet of the
role of women in politics. The
other more significant part 1s
participation 1n the political
process. without participation
representation becomes
meaningless. It seems pretty hard
to achieve this objective without
political education and democracy
training. Nevertheless, the fact
remains unchallenged that this
increase 1in the percentage 1in
representation of women 1in Tocal
bodies does have its impact on the
political culture, no matter how
Tittle or insignificant it may be.
Today, women feel tempted and
inclined towards taking part in

Bargad: Issue 2, August — October 2001

our findings

political debates that will

Certainly raise their political
consciousness and understanding.

Now there 1s a need to call on
political parties and Tocal
overnments to dismantle barriers
or greater women's participation,
crafting a "menu of options” with
which to achieve this end. We are

of the view that a deliberate
action is needed to correct
imbalances in electoral and
political systems that have
resulted 1in skewed participation
between men and women and

traditionally easier access by men
to politics. Wwithout the active
participation of women at ali.
levels of decision-making, the
goals of equality, development and
peace cannot be achieved.

But having more women 1in Tlocal
governments, the Tevel at which
many find it easier to enter into
politics in contrast to the
national Tlevel, 1is not just about

empowering or benefiting women. It
would allow society to benefit
from women's experience and

knowledge and in the end promote
good governance as well because a
gender-fair system is in the end
more democratic, more
representative of women, who make
up half of the world's population,
and more inclusive of their=
contributions.

equal access by men and
women in politics will achieve a
more harmonious humanity, where
women and men equally share rights
and responsibilities, starting
with the family. Many  women
struggle against views that they
should not be involved in politics
or Tleadership positions, and those
who do get into it have to balance
domestic responsibilities and

Indeed,
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often have a hard time with
financial resources needed to seek
public office. It is pertinent to

note that work to change
traditional politics and
perceptions of voters and
constituencies Ties at the

grassroots level.

The strategies that can be used to

increase participation and
representation of women in
nolitics include getting
governments to set explicit,

time-bound targets for gender"” and
the setting of quotas for women to
level a playing field that has
traditionally been more accessible
to men, because of social,
cultural and economic reasons.

—~Quotas are already in use in South

4Asian countries such as 1India,
Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan,
and experts note these have
instantly  changed the gender
composition of local bodies. women
local Tleaders add that change
should start from the Tlevel of

political parties, to recruit more
women members and candidates in
the first place, with the
objective of achieving a 50-50
goal (of equal representation
between men and women). Moreover,
women should be "recruited,
appointed and promoted 1in the
local government service."

beyond the question of
numbers, women also seek deeper
;}hange and the quality of a
“gender-fair political culture. For
instance, the seats reserved for
women should not be viewed as
inferior to the openly elected
seats. The same power should be
accorded to all representatives,
whether holding reserved or
neneral seats.

But

It is also imperative to introduce
electoral reforms that include a
cap on election spending - studies
show that high costs deter women
from running - and the use of

proportional representation
systems. Among these proportional
representation systems are party-
Tist schemes, which experts say
allow women's groups more of an
avenue to get into public office.
Gender-fair changes should reach
the level of governance, including
a review of laws to ensure women's

entry into local governments and
the incorporation of a gender
perspective in policies and
budgets.

women opinion makers also advocate
the creation of networks 1in the
country so women local Tleaders can
Tearn from each other about ways
to raise financial support for and
training of women candidates, and
efforts to correct biases 1in
media.

From 1995 to 2000, the
percentage of  women
members of legislatures
around the world rose
from 10 percent to 13

percent. At this rate,
it will take 75 years
to reach the 50:50
ratios between men and
women. (sheila
vilalluz, the Manila-
based Center for

Legislative
Development.)

Indeed, it will take time
to make women, men and
voters aware of the

democratic value of a
gender-fair system. “It's
not easy to reach equality
in politics, because men
Tove politics."

Women in Politics
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WOMAN AND DEMOCRACY

an elected councilor
Satellite Town of

Nasima Amjad Bukhari
from the
Gujranwala:

| was not at all ready for contesting
the election because | thought that
this was not the business of a gentle
lady. In our country, most of the
politicians are bad, kidnappers and
quarrelsome people. | got ready on the persuasion of my
son and now | feel that | was wrong. The women must
join the politics. They can solve the problems of the
women only by taking part in the practical politics. All the
women who have taken to politics have a little know-how
of the politics. They ardently need to be trained.

All the votes that | have got owe to the public relationing
of my husband and son. Our women cast their votes on
behalf of the members of the family. The women are
much pleased because of the lady councilors and
express it openly that, now, they would also be listened
to. The Women can pinpoint now their problems easily.
Neither this society and system nor Man accords full
rights to the women. If the men regard the women equal,
they may not torture them. Not to speak of considering
them equal, they do not even take them (The women) as
humans.

Here, the democratic behavior is absolutely absent. Nor
do we adopt the progressive values, which we ardently
need. In our society, the parents advise their daughters
while they are being married, “oh dear, now only your
coffin should come out of your in-laws’ house.” Hence,
the daughter goes on waiting for the deathbed but never
ever says (no).

Kishwar: (Badhoki Gosainan) How can the women take
part in the politics when their parents don't bother about
affording them education on the plea that they must have
to “the Next” (in-laws) house. As the sons will feed them
by their earning so they should be fed well. That's why, in
our society, the girls are underfed and the boys are
overfed. The reason they state is that sooner the girls
become marriageable sooner they will have to be
married. This is also a reason why the man looks younger
than their age-fellow females when both the persons are
standing together. This system must go and this is

possible only if the women are educated, made
conscious rather | assert that the government should
make the Matriculation compulsory for marriage of the
girls. Moreover, the love-marriage is permitted in the
Islam, so we have no right to snatch this right, and if we
are Muslims we must abide by this contrarily, we have
made the law that curses the women for their love-
marriage but does not frown upon in regard of men. What
the hell they should enjoy the right of vote when they vote
on behalf of their husbands. Whichever the government is
formed, there is no participation of women in it. Now,
look, the Local Body Government or Devolution Plan is
discussed but | don't know much about it, though | belong
to a political family so have a know-how of the politics yet
how can a common woman have the knowledge of it and
it is expeditious to launch training programs on it.

Not only must the women enter the politics but also theys=
must work. The rupee has devalued to an alarming
extent. Here, one earning hand feeds the ten persons. If
the women work, the condition of the house will improve
and so will their lives.

Robina ljaz, Lady Councilor, Cantonment Board who has
worked for two and half a year says, “ | have joined the
politics with the consent of my house-fellows as well as
my own decision because many such incidents take
place in our village that the men beat their wives violently
to the extent that their bodies get stained. These women
work in the area of cantonment all the day and at homes,
get beaten for nothing in the evening in the hands of the
husbands. Besides this, most of the husbands demand
for money and failing to come up to it they have to
undergo torture. The husbands ask for money more for

intoxication. Such women can't even know about the right >

for vote. They just vote following the directions of their
husbands of brothers bandit often happens that women
stamp all the signs owing to their unawareness that
makes the vote bogus while the use of vote should
always be entertained by much brooding and the call of
conscience. Education and training are must for the
women, as the women contesting the election know least
about the politics or Local Bodies Program. A woman
cant cast her vote independently whether she is
educated or illiterate and if she does so a quarrel will
ensue at home. If we want to form the groups of the
women or we initiate the training of them, we will face

Women in Politics
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much difficulty because there will be much resistance
from the men.

Moreover, we are unable to gather the women folk
without the consent of the men, so it is so essential to
train the men as well in the rural area. We must set-up
such institutions or offices as there the women fumish
their grievances because it so happens in the villages
that during the quarrels husbands even chop their wives.
Accepted that a husband is a semi-god of a wife but, at
the same time, she should also be accorded her full
rights. The women should have the right for the marriage
of her liking as Allah as well as the Islam grants this right.
A woman should go along with her husband on equal
footings right from the very first day of their marriage
because if she is guiding him right from the beginning,
she will, subsequently, face no difficulty. Though side by
side with this situation, | have observed that the women
are also at wrong in domestic frays as they retort to their
husbands and are, consequently, beaten.

Shah Bano: (These days, she is running an art academy
at home) | had made a firm decision to take part in the
recent elections but my mother opposed me on the basis
that our elected councilors are criminal and she said that
she did not want her to sit beside them or have a contact
with them. God has created woman only one degree
lower than man but he has relegated her to many
degrees, which is an injustice with the women. In our
society, the meal is served to the sons first and the girls
are brain washed in the way that they consider
themselves lower and that’s why they suffer a lot at their
parents’ home as well as in-laws’ but now the
circumstances are changing, it is high time we make
thém more aware. The women must join the politics but,
at the same time, they should work too. The women have
many problems with reference to work in Gujranwala
i\ﬂh‘ile in bigger cities they have fewer comparing the
educational institutions, Shah Bano said, “ The
atmosphere of the National College of Arts is such that
not only you get education there but also leamn the
etiquette of the whole life. An opportunity is afforded to
you there to work with full mental freedom. The
progressive values are popularized and thus are owing to
this that whatever 1 have done in the span of four years |
could not have done it throughout my life.

A relationship is found between the teacher and the
student and all these things you can't find anywhere else
and this is the reason why the outgoing students of this
college always remain successful persons in their

professional as well as personal life. 1 spent some months
at the Fine Arts Department of Punjab University but
there was an atmosphere of suffocation as if you ever
tallied even to your class-fellows the Jamatis (belonging
to the Jamiat) interfered. Why it was so | don't know. The
women should come to every walk of life and this is also
the need of the hour as well as the society.

Ishrat Rasheed: (is elected unopposed from Peoples
Colony Gujranwal, earlier she used to work at the houses
of the people) She says, “This was ordained by Allah that
| became councilor or with the affection and kindness of
Rana Sahib (sir). The women must join this field but the
wealthy ladies have no problem, though they claim to
have many. Actually, it is we the poor who have
problems, we don't have houses to live in, money to pay
fees for educating our children, money to marry our girls.”
When she was asked about the solution to these
problems, she said, “we should ban the T.V., Dish and
Cable in our houses and now, above all, the computer
has also emerged as an object of obscenity on which the
children watch the nude pictures. An abolition of these
things will solve our problems”. On the question that how
these things are related to our problems she said, “The
religion rejects these things but we don't desist from them
and then these problems are imposed on us as a divine
scourge.” On the point that these things have become
essential in this age and we can't do without them she
kept quiet and after a considerable pause she assisted
that these things bear more disadvantage than
advantage.

She did not comment on democracy and the present
system.

Shahnaz Bibi: | suddenly came to know that my brother-
in-law (younger brother of the husband) has got my name
filed. | hesitated and said that | did not know even how to
deliver a speech because | have never spoken at public
places and not ever come out of home so how can | do
palitics. The rest of the time she kept silent and even on
being asked again and again she did not break the ice.

Naeema Iqgbal: “| was also
made to contest the election
by my home-fellows but, in
my opinion, the women must
contest the election and enter
this field. The women are _
discriminated rather. | my self FE

treat my son better.

Women in Politics
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The role of our values in violence and discrimination against women.

When did | feel in my life would that | had been a boy!

Iram Igbal: When | wanted to opt pre-engineering
after doing my matriculation and my father told me that
this subject was not to be studied by the girls, so [ had to
study Medical.

Agsa: | have these words to listen to daily “Had
you been a boy, we would have no worry” these words
trouble me greatly (saying this Agsa’s voice became
husky}

Saira Rashid: What should | tell you? The right of
women is usurped at every home.

Saira Dar. I've never come to realize (when it was
repeated and asked it she could do everything her
brother could she replied)

No, | can't drive where as | have great penchant for it.

Sidra Shabnam: | have felt it for many times. I'm often
taunted, “Had you been not there, | would have objected
to the co-education”. My mother needles me by uttering

T N

— X
x:

such sentences.

Sarwat Habib:  When | happen to be going some where
in veil, the passing guys pass such remarks that | feel
ashamed.

Sumbal: All were cherishing the birth of a baby
son. My auntie (the sister of father) had declared that if
there had been a baby son, she would adopt him. All the
people pull a long face on my birth, they all were
disappointed, I'm made to realize even today that I've
arrived needlessly__ nobody needs me. It is said, “would
that you had been a boy." (Saying this her voice got

husky.)

Then a discussion ensued that why it is so that on the
birth of girls sweets are not distributed etc. etc. it is the
difference of the age, in the past it did happen but, now, it
is not o as the circumstances have changed.

Iram Igbal: The mothers always advise daughter but not
their sons that they should not look at the girls outside.

Saiga Rashid: In our locality, a lady has four daughters
and they all members of the family wish would that their
daughter should become a boy. They have got amulets
and wom. Charms for many times for this purpose. In this
manner what impact will be on the mind of daughter.

Sarwat Habib: All this is so because they see advantage
init.

Sidra Shbnam: Four sons of my “Taya” (elder brother of
the father, paternal uncle) have been married out of our
caste but one of their daughters wants to marry out of
caste but she is not permitted and when | argued and put
forward arguments they srmply rephed that they are

males.
Muggadas I[gbal: I naver thought / reflected this way but,
now, after your question when | began to reflect, it came
to my mind that my parents didn't take me to Saudi
Arabia with them and left me behind with my maternal
grandma. Had | been a boy, they would not have done
S0.

Aisha Habib: I very much like to study 1.T. but | am not
being allowed to go outside the city.

Saira Rashid (student of class 7) | have to do all the
household chores. The girls do household work after

Women in Politics
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returning from School but the boys go out for playing.
Why the girls are detained at home? Do the domestic
chares, wash the utensils, clean the house, do the home
work, read the tuition and the boys have to do nothing.

Sidra Shabnam: there is an auntie and her two husbands
have died but now she can't marry thrice because the
people concoct the stories whereas her children are too
young and she needs to be married. This is our callous
attitude towards the widows.

Tasfia Anwars: | know a chap whose too wives had died
and he had nine children but still he married for a third
time. If a woman becomes widow even at the age of
twenty and has a baby son, all will say to her that she
does hot need to be married again in the presence of a
son.

In group discussion when Islam was cited again and
again that Islam has determined the limits for women,
“Maere was dead silence among the group and there came
a delicate turn when nobody liked to talk how many girls
know about the Islam or how many only one of the girls
told that she had read the Quran with translation .All the
other girls were imposing restrictions on them selves on
the bases of hear say. And the only lady read a verbatim
translation from a “Mdrasa”. (Religious school) The
facilitator told that different people have interpreted the
"Quran” differently and the “Sunni-Shia” quarrel is also
based on the difference of the interpretation. Besides this,
no female has ever rendered the “Quran” and all the
sects have agreed upon this that the translator’s liking
and disliking must intrude while translating. Therefore,
imposed restriction by the religion. Then there was also
discussion on the “Ni<ah Nama™ (Marriage certificate) for
no unmarried girl had ever reaa the same.

;A participant objected that since the Islam is perfect,
there couldn’t be any tampering in it. Then the facilitator
briefly touched upon the concept of °“Mutah”™ (A
contractual wedding or an ad-hoc marriage) and told what
“Mutah” is and it was decided lately that it should be
abolished. The “litedhad” (interpretation of Islamic laws)
in one of the important aspects of the islam according to
which a decision can be made while coming up to the
demands of the hour.

After this, when the role of Pakistan in the present
America-Afghan war was discussed the participants
passionately condemned the state decision and the like
statements came to fore:

oA single-day life of the lion is better than that of a jackal
of hundred years.

#The holy war is incumbent upon the Muslims.
eThe govemnment has shown cowardice.
ePakistan can protect Osama.

olt's a conspiracy of the Jews.

oThe Jews want the Muslims and the Christians to fight
against each other.

Then a hot discussion ensued. Only Iram was of the view
that the government has done right what so ever and all
other people were opposing it and some were reticent
onlookers.

At last, the facilitator concluding the discussion said that
Islam brought the message of peace not of war. The
Jihad {Holy War) comes later. Let us first take a view of
the situation of the country that how many children are
deprived of education, how many people do not enjoy the
facility of treatment and die of the disease in much
trouble, there are how many children who have to work in
very early age and are deprived of the basic facilities of
life. Need we not work on these problems and postpone
the Jihad (the Holy war) for some other time? The ages
you people cite from that they waged the holy war are the
same when Hzarat Umar used to say that it would be
negligence on his part if a dog dies hungry at the bank of
the river Euphrates. Only if we ever look at this example
before considering their point of Jihad.

Besides, those people who are in favour of the holy war
in Afghanistan must look at the Afghani children who beg
on the roads, scavenge and remain bare-footed even in
the scorching moons of the summers. The Afghani
women in G-9 sector Islamabad and Karachi Company
who are bound to sell their bodies, haven't any other job
to do and their own fathers and brothers make them do
so in order to fill their bellies. “Hence, we should make
the decision of the holy war after considering all these
things that what we are inheriting to bare feet or the
buildings of schools and the toys to play with.
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Chat @ BARGAD

Mohammad Mushtaq, Director, Insan Foundation,
Lahore.

He received the degree of Masters in Philosophy from
Govt. College, Lahore. He has been working in his
present position as director of insan Foundation for |ast
ten years. A representative of BARGAD spoke with him
in detail about the prevalent values of our society, need
to change them, the importance of the promotion of
liberal & democratic values and the role of women in
any of these scenarios.

BARGAD: In the local bodies elections women have
33% representation. Many have participated, but it is
widely believed that without political education and
democracy training they will be under to deliver.

M. Mushtaq: | think women are playing a positive role.
Men need to do something. They need to be a little
wise and honorable. This is a process of change and
women will eventually change their status with the
passage of time

BARGAD: NGOs are conducting training programs for
elected women councilors. Do you think these trainings
would be beneficial?

M. Mushtag: NGO,S should first do their own training.
NGOs are not capable to train women. The complete
educational system needs to be changed. Progressive
system of education should replace the orthodox.

BARGAD: But there is intense opposition to liberal and
progressive values in this country.

M. Mushtag: Look, State is very powerful it can do
anything. If state brings electronic Media in use for the
development and education of women, that day will not
be far away when women can attain enlightenment.
However, nothing can be said in affirmative about the
state whether it assumes the above-mentioned role or
not, because an empowered woman is neither
acceptable to men nor state.

BARGAD: Do you think a mere change in educational
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System can bring about the overall change?

M. Mushtag: No.. the whole social, political, and
economic system needs to be corrected.

BARGAD: Will men accept the perceived change?

M. Mushtag:They will have to as women are getting
along with the present system. ‘

BARGAD: Do we have democratic attitude in our
homes and institutions?

M. Mushtag: To some extent. There are some
democratic values. Our state, media, and educational
system do not encourage this attitude, but the people
long for it.

BARGAD: How can we promote democratic attitude?

M. Mushtaq: The state has the most significant role in
their regard. Every state has it own interests. We have
feudal like attitude because feudal support the state
and in return state safeguards their interests. The state
can promote democratic attitude and feudalism will
vanish. When the feudal power dies down, the
complete political and economic structure will change.
If the democratic system grows, women will be
liberated.

BARGAD: If the state does not wart this change, what
can people do about it?

M.Mushtag: Then, it will be a long process, depending
on the struggle made by people. Secondly, our people
are over-conducted. They are thankful to God,
whatever He has given. The element of change is rare
-and slow in such societies.

BARGAD: What can people do to press upon the Gowt,
to initiate the process of change?

M.Mushtag: It's not Govt. It's state that needs to be
pressurized. Govt. is a weak thing. Sometimes, it is in
the hands of Nawaz Shirf and sometimes Benazir is in
chair. The real power lies in the hand of those people
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who bring them and oust them. The machinery of state
is the real power.

BARGAD: How would you comment upon our prevalent
values in our society?

M. Mushtag: The biggest values in our society are
hypocrisy. We have to carve way out from this value. It
is not possible to abandon the old norms at once and
adopt the new ones, this change will occur slowly.

BARGAD: If we adopt liberal & democratic values or
orthodox values, what good impact can you foresee?

M. Mushtaq: When we abandon hypocrisy then we
have to accept the reality of the things. Reality is bitter
but we have to face it. We have to see our history. It
may be hard but is indispensable. This is only possible
through a scientific approach. The hair of Pandat
~(Hindu priest) in India and beard of Moulvi in Pakistan

" have done much harm. If both these things are

removed, peace can prevail in society.
BARGAD: How would you define liberal values?

M. Mushtag: | should be free unless the boundary of
the nose of others starts and vice versa and this
boundary should not expand to an exasperating extent.
Moreover, we have no other way than to adopt the
liberal values.

BARGAD: What should be done to popularize the
progressive values?

M. Mushtaqg: We should publish the calendars bearing
~«the pictures of guitar rather than the gun and the sword
and the young should hold guitar instead of the gun.
Once the guitar gets hold, the pen must also, gradually,
get hold and the tongues will speak the language of
love not gush out the poison and the values will,
automatically, be changed and the attitudes will get
democratic.

BARGAD: Our society is losing the patience, what
measures we will adopt to counter it.

M. Mushtaq: No, not at all, we possess much fortitude.
Raise the amount of bills to your discretion and we will
bear it. We pocket our affront, we don't object even if
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our sister, daughter is insulted. How much more you
should expect of us?

BARGAD: Yes, accepted, but still, in the society the
Christians are being slaughtered on petty matters on
the pretext of blasphemy of Prophet hood.

M. Mushtag: There are many shapes of business in the
world. There is the business of Pepsi. They raise the
slogan Dil Dil Pakistan, Pepsi Pepsi Pakistan (Pakistan
is our heart, and Pepsi is Pakistan) and sell the Pepsi
and earn money. Likewise, there is the business of
religion. The Hindu is undertaking this business in
Hindustan, in some countries, the Christen is doing the
same and in our country, the Muslim is bargaining the
religion. They earn the profit out of it, this is their
livelihood thus they are bound to present the Islam as a
violent religion and kill whosoever comes their way.
This is their means of eaming in this age of dearness.

- BARGAD: Why do our people keep quiet on such

things?

M. Mushtag: Those who keep quiet are punished in the
long run. When a Moulvi (Muslim priest) indulges in
vandalism in the next street and he is not checked, the
next target can be your street too. And the dead do not
tise none raises from the cemetery. Only their people
speak where they dare rise. Here, in fifty years, the
thuds of the "Boots” have horrified the people;
therefore. nobody is ready to rise.

BARGAD: But what should be done to move the
people?

M. Mushtaq: Just ask the young to play the guitar, love,
play the music, and smell the scent of the flowers.
When love spreads, democracy as well as the
democratic attitude will automatically, emerge. If the
young take the guitar in their hands, the Moulvi (Muslim
priest) himself will die.
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-Joseph Masih is working as a manager at O’Spring in
Murree.

0’spring is the possession of the Church. There is a conference room in
it where the different N.G.0’s hold their training programs. Besides
this, the Christian missionaries who are scattered all over Pakistan
gather together here 1in the summer. while talking about present
democratic changes 1in country Joseph says, “It's a good change that the
women are being accorded 33% representation in the local bodies.

It's a promising step in a society where neither the women are given
their right nor her evidence 1is recognized. Still many people are not
allowing their women to enter the politics as they are joining Medical
Tine, Engineering or Civil Service. The system which the government is
introducing is already 1in vogue in France. Though it is, a first step
towards democratic and progressive values yet the Christians are
discriminated to some extent 1n this setup as they are allotted only one

seat. Actually, there should have been one male
and one female seat but there 1s only one

MminNority seat. Dpespite this, it's a good effort to introduce a
new system but, at the same time, it seems as if the government itself
does not know what it has to do. An example of this sort is that only
one day before the election, a circular was issued that the minority
would also cast their votes for the “Nazim” and “Naib Nazim” and the
disadvantage of this was that this information could not be conveyed to
a great number of people and they could not cast their votes. Had this
circular been 1issued earlier, the contestants of the election would have
gone to the Christens for votes and verily in return, the Christians
would have presented their demands or conditions to them. It is an
ardent need to popularize the democratic and progressive values in the
country. we, the Christians, are also inhabitants of this country and we
have also as much right over this country as the majority has. But, in
practice it is not so. We are made to realize time and again that we are
a minority and the examples of this can be had on social level and in
giving services too. I gave up my job only because I was discriminated.
An 1inhabitant belonging to the minority has to make four times more
effort to reach the status, which an 1inhabitant, belonging to the
majority enjoys. This is a difference in the matter of Muslim Christian
Marriages. If the girl is Christian and the boy is Muslim, there will be
no problem as the law also stands by them. But, if the boy is Christian
and the girl is Muslim, the boy 1is not only slain but his whole family
has to face the hardships also. A Christian boy, zeeshan, and a MusTlim
girl want to be married and despite the fact that the boy should embrace
Islam, the persons from the family of the girl threaten him and he,
considering the safety his family is not marrying her.

Besides this, the personal grudges as well as revenges are undertaken in
the name of blasphemy. If there 1is a land quarrel with a Christian; a
case of blasphemy is filed against him.

In my opinion, we need to impart education’s consciousness and awareness
to our people that the minorities are the part of our country. Wwe all
should be courageous enough to put up with one another pleasantly. No
inhabitant should realize which religion he belongs to for only this is
democratic and progressive attitude”.
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' The students’ opinion about the present situation

Shamaila Bukhari: In the present situation we
had no other option than to since with America,
otherwise we would have met the same fate as the
Atghans have. The rallies, the meetings or the
processions are not the solution to the entanglement.
They are of no avail. Instead, we should sit together
and find its solution. Though we are being bound to
side with America rationally, yet emotionally we are
with Afghanistan.

Saira Ameen: America  is  committing
terrorism, she has no proof that there is Osama’s
hand behind the blasts but she is abusing the power.
Our hearts, emotional attachment and prayers are
with the “Taliban” {the Students)

™

Hifsa Bukhari: Although my heart is with the
Afghans, yet the government has its own limitations.

(On the question that what you people know about
the “Taliban” whereas they are against the female
education as well as the co-education; while the
atmosphere of the Fine Arts department is not only
different from the rest of the university but also favors
to spread the liberal values)

saira Ameen: we know about the “Taliban”
only what our media tell us. The atmosphere of our
department is very pleasant, we tame our class-
fellows on human level not on gender level. Besides,
it is the requirement of our work that we should work
together. Working together with the boys also
enhances confidence. It is the contrivance of only the
bad brains that there is something wrong with the co-
education. The fault, casually, lies in the brains of
humans.

Samar Tariq:( [ER) [ don't listen to the news even,
that's why | know nothing about the conditions. O.k.,
but there should not be war. Pakistan is doing wrong
as well as right. America is strong enough to make
us side with her but, at the same time, the Afghans
are also faultless.
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Salma Mehmud (M. Phil. Islamic Studies Deptt.)

Pakistan’s stand is unjust as the Afghans are
being coerced. Every aim calls for sacrifice. At this
time Pakistan should have been at the back of the
Afghans but we are bedeviling them. Admitted that
we can't encounter America but we can defeat
America oniy if we have the torce of faith. America is
perpetrating terrorism flagrantly.

Rabia Butt: (Stat.Deptt.) The Afghans have always
harmed us. They have taken the drugs and arms to
our country. But, now, if America is waging crusade,
we should not stand by her. But it seems as if the
situation is not clear even to our rulers. Pakistan is
supporting America as well as stopping her.

Nausheen Mehmud. We are so entangled in our
problems that nobody is interested in the situation.
As a nation, we people have become so selfish that
we do not come out of our “Selves” far less to think
about the country. These meetings or rallies will bring
forth nothing. There needs to be launched a regular
movement, to impart awareness to the people and to
gather them on a single platform. America is groping
in the darkness. She herself even does not know
about the ends of the war. The male and female
students of the University can do lot but the
politicians as well as the “Jamiat’ always exploit
them. Now the “Jamiat” has a bit suffered an eclipse
but still their formulated policies are working because
there isn't any other, entity to put forward a substitute
policy. It is the need of the hour to have a platform
where the students may initiate educational and -
healthy activities.

F.K. (psychology Deptt. G.C. Lahore): | have no
interest at all in politics. We are so much under the
burden of studies as we are unable to do anything
else.

(Please, don't mention my name because our
teachers won't like it and | can't offend them). A
student can do noting in Pakistan. We have neither
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gconomic nor social security, so how we can give
any opinion. It is Pakistan that is responsible for
whatever is happening. What is wrong and what is
right will be known after the result will come

Why don't those people work for their own people
who want to work for Afghanistan..........

The whole Islamic world is afraid of America. None
talks against them while they are exceeding the
limits. What will be the advantage of the meetings,
processions and rallies? There is no such
atmosphere in our college. We are different from the
people of other institutions. We think first and then try
to convince through discussion. We do not come on
the roads. As far as a platform is concerned that
must be there for the students. Here, education is
meant only for earning money. That's why, the girl,
education in not opposed because they can earn
money.

The union should not be reinstated, for there is only
vandalism in it. | want to work but cannot because,
here, whosoever talks about change actually revolts
against the traditions. To live for him becomes a
nuisance. If it remains restricted to my own
self/person, | shall bear it but, here, the whole family
has to suffer. People taunt their wives at the cost of
their sisters. | can't be the cause of disgrace of my
sister, brothers or the family. It is due to this that |
don’t participate in such activities. At some time, a
daring personality must be destined to emerge in
order to change the system.

Alilmran:  On the one hand, Pakistan is siding
with America, but on the other, she is supporting the
Afghans. The students of the G.C. are not involved in
holding meetings, processions and vandalism. The
atmosphere of G.C. is different from that of other
colleges. Here, no party wields. There is a congenial
atmosphere in our college.

Power like the “Jamiat’, rather there are curricular as
well as extra-curricular traditions of the college. In the
University every matter begins from the “Jammiat”
and ends on it. There must be a union but only for
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purposeful activities.

Zahida Tasneem:  This is not eliminating the
terrorism rather a crusade in which we should stand
by the Afghans. To side with America is tantamount
to go against the Islam. These rallies are of no use
and so do not happen in our college. There is much
discipline here. A moderate liberty is here; neither
absolute freedom nor unjust restrictions. Excessive
restrictions deprive humans, as it is so in the Punjab
University. That's why scandals are not harbored in
our college.

Nausheen Rafagat: Pakistan should support the
Afghans for they are fighting for the Islam. It the
Afghan Government has ever opposed Pakistan in
the past, it does not mean that the Afghan public is
also against us just in the same way that our
government is against Afghanistan but our masses
are with them.

Raheela Inayat: It is actually Israel that is
committing terrorism in Palestine and India in
Kashmir but no body frowns upon them. And if the
helpless and innocent Afghans are bombed, Pakistan
should not side with-America.

Gazal Qamar: America has no evidence that
Osama has done all this. America is waging war for
her selfish ends. Our teachers take much care of us
and if a girl or a boy gets free, they forbid us and say
that they will account for our conduct on the Day of
Judgment.

Bushra Asghar: [ too think so.

Women in Politics
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Honor of South Punjab

NGOs claim they will bring social change in this country.
They are working for the rights of the deprived section of
the society and improving the plight of women is their top

priority.

A Lahore based NGO organized an annual program of
capacity building for organizations from different places of
Punjab. Four workshops were held under this program
and a collective commitment was made by all participants
that they would press upon the Gowt. to support us in this
process of change.

A girl participant from southemn Punjab took part in these
workshops along with a male participant from the same
organization in the last workshop the girl told she had got
marled in the recent past and her husband had seen her
~off at the bus station when she was traveling to Murree

~® with her male colleague. It was third day during workshop

when she told that her husband was coming to see her.

All participants were happy to hear that news. Organizers
of the workshop got them a congratulations card and
allowed her to spend some time with her husband from
the very busy schedule of the workshop.

They stayed together in one room that night. Except a
few, all male participants expressed their displeasure and
ridiculed her male colleague. Next day. the male
colleague went to her and asked her to make an
announcement that she left her parent’s home to live with
her husband because people were talking about it. He
also said to her that she brought dishonor to Southem
Punjab. The girf talked to her husband who told her to
% Jeave such job and people. The poor woman began to

cry.

When it came 1o the notice of the organizers, they forced
her male colleague to apologies from her. He insisted that
he had done nothing wrong. At last due to tremendous
pressure from organizers he had to apologies, which was
merily a formality. The representative of Bargad was
present on the occasion. She spoke with all participants
to elicit their opinion on the matter.

Norma Naseem, Sahi Sialkot, said, “This
reflects mental sickness.”
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The male champions of social change openly supported
the stance of her male colleague and labeled the action
of gil as wrong. The representative of Bargad saw
resentment on the faces of male participants who said it
was a misunderstanding and there was no need to
discuss it.

A participant, Perviz William who remained silent all the
while, later came to the representative of Bargad and felt
sorry for his attitude. He said that he could not condemn
the attitude of his male colleagues in their presence. He
considered it as his moral weakness but he was confident
that he was undergoing the process of constructive
change and hoped to abandon the rotten norms.

Other men opined that the girl should have kept quite and
should have ended the matter without talking to her
husband.

One participant was not willing to talk about the issue and
another participant, who is Director of an organization
and wants to work for political awareness in future,
expressed his utmost resentment and displeasure over
the matter.

While talking about the incidence the husband of the girl
have very good comments. He said that he himself had
sent his wife with her male colleague and if that male
colleague possessed her so madly what would he do to
his own wife.

This incident may seem to be insignificant to a large
number of our people, but it certainly raises many critical
questions for NGOs. Or these advocates of change have
any clarity what change they are striving to bring about?
Are they sure they do not have elusions? Or are they
deceiving others while advocating a cause they
themselves do not believe in?

Men condemn their female colleague as their property
and if some woman exercises her right of freedom or
choice, it can bring dishonor to them. At home, a woman
is the symbol of the honor of father brothers, and
husband and at office she becomes a symbol of honor for
male workers. Do men have no honor of their own?
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THE IMPERATIVES OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CHANGES (Irfan Mufti)

The knowledge, which is imparted in our schools and
course-books, provides the general information i.e. what
is the population of the country? Which minerals are
found? Or how long are its four boundaries? The true
knowledge that is our requirement does not come to us
i.e. what is the purpose of having this country? How many
people are there who possess education, facility of health
and employment?

How many children are provided with school: what are
the reasons of the bad conditions of the country?

There are 37.5 million people who know how to read and
write including those people also who can recite only the
Quran, Nine million children undertake bounded-labor
that is detrimental to their mental growth, 67% i.e., 82.5
million people do not get clean drinking-water. 113 out of
1000 babies die even before their birth and 109 babies
die just after they are born. Go to Balochistan and you will
find no road, school; or hospital for miles. Not to speak of
basic facilities, the farmer does not have even food i.e.,
40% or 52.5 million people do not enjoy basic food. Do
our course-books or schools, colleges impart

this knowledge to us?

A farmer works on land but he is
no more owner of this land. Our
farmer was familiar with the
land. He did know when to
water the fields, to sow the
seed and to reap the crop.

Our land used to provide

half of the worked with the
grain but, now, we get the
wheat from America and
China. 93% farmers are

the owners of less than five
acres of land.

We, who have once ruled over %
the world, are crushed under the
burden of loan. What's its reason?
Some or the other wrong decisions must
have been made. Whether they are economic
decisions or political ones we need to ponder over it and
if we do not do so today, nothing will happen tomorrow.
The Green Revolution in 1963, is before us as an
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example, which has harmed us only. Some people
arrived and advised us to use certain seed in order to get
120 mounds of the wheat instead of 50 mounds and by
using the same seed it did happen so, but then after
some time, the insects invaded the land and the same
country prescribed to use so and so insecticides and thus
we got the same insecticides from that country also.
Again when the seed got weakened, the prescription
came to give water profusely, and when the fields were
watered excessively, water used to remain present in the
fields and in this way, the soil fell victim to water logging
and salinity. The production lessened as well as the soil
became barren. After this, the Urea was introduced as a
solution that poisoned the food. We as well as our cattle
fell prey to many new diseases due to having the
poisoned food.

In 1985, the soil that fielded 120 mounds wheat was

reduced to 30 mounds per acre and, now, we are getting~

17 mounds of wheat. The agriculture came to nothing

within 30 years and we have become dependant. The

farmer, who was the owner, has become debtor and,

now, he spends one thousand rupees and, in return, gets
only seven hundred rupees.

The second policy is this that in
any plan meant for the farmer
the student, the laborer or

the common citizen, these

were never ever made to
participate in last 53
years and the policy-
makers were those
who did never abide in
the country far less
their ~ facing  the
problems. They think
that they can plan far
better as they are
educated in the Oxford
and Cambridge, so, there is
no need to make the illiterate
villagers participate in the policy
making.  Therefore,  there s
disadvantage as neither any plan has reached

25

the completion nor there is any durability in it because
there is not any plan formulated regarding the problems

as well as the requirements of the people.
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A project was launched in Tharparkar and the latrines
were made throughout the area without considering the
fact that there is scarcity of water in the area while ample
water required for the designed latrines 80% of our.

Working schools, hospitals and industries have failed
because the passion for work in the people has vanished.

Here, a village was an independent unit where the
decisions were made in Pananchyats (a selected wealthy
and wise group of people who enjoy the status up so
facto) not in the Lahore High Court.

The solution of our problems is an alternative
knowledge and this we can learn being organized.

The concept of centralization has snatched our right from
us, when we don't have knowledge, information, there
isn’t our participation in action, so, how we can be related
~lo action and there is no concept of ownership without
“® relation and thus we are not included in the process of
development, the system which is made and imposed
and the language which is used without the participation
of the people do not belong to us. A report was published
according to which 179 women work in the fields in our
country but the fact is that more women are seen in the
fields than the men.

The rights of a woman, laborer a farmer are not
discussed in our assemblies because they have not any
representative of their own there. 52% of the population
of the country consists of Women but their evidence is
considered to be half and nothing can be talked in the
senate. The change or development of only those is
possible who have their representatives in the senate or
in the assemblies. The development work, first of all, is
< Undertaken in Islamabad and then in Lahore. That's why
it is said that Pakistan is the country situated only one
and a half mile away from Islamabad and, likewise, the
boundary of Pakistan ends outside Lahore. A common
citizen is powerless as well as dependent.

Every citizen of Pakistan is indebted of Rs. 74000 and we
are paying the interest in installments. The people need
to be organized and work on the level of their respective
areas.

The women need to step forward because every system
has overlooked them. This slavish system is being run by
putting us, sometimes, in the male-female division and,

sometimes, in the division of religion, caste, clan, nation.
Our education system justifies that the Muslim is good
and the non-Muslim is bad. It has become our conviction
that woman cannot work equal to man. It is so because
whatever the knowledge we got, what ever we listened
we accepted and practiced it. We have to abandon this
thought and change the relation of the ruler and the ruled.
My freedom is co-related with yours. If you are free, I'll be
free. We have to unleamn this knowledge. We have -to
come out of the knowledge of seventeen invasions of
Ghazanavi... Aa Baba Aa (come old man, come) etc. we
have to learn the knowledge that informs us of our rights,
that authorizes us. It can’t happen in an instant, it will take
some time. None will speak for her rights until woman
goes the Houses. We have made woman a second-rate
citizen who is creative, a lover of the art, who knows how
to organize, who possesses unlimited capabilities. We
have to alter this system.

This is also a way, which the Bargad has adopted to
gather the people, impart an aiternative knowledge, and
form the habit to put question. 170 billion rupees are
spent on defense in our country. Have we ever put the
question why it is happening we spend 40% of the total
amount on defense and 42% on defraying the debts? Is a
common person aware 0f it?

| congratulate the Bargad on their organizing the people
in a small locality and being busy in imparting an
alternative knowledge.

It is true that we are provided a controlled knowledge
whether that is provided from a school, a mosque or
somewhere else, need to get a substitute knowledge that
we can get from the dialogue, a forum theatre. We have
to break our limits and live together with other people so
that we may get a true knowledge.

There are various ways and means to get knowledge
and the observation is one of them, then a good
relationship with nature. We have isolated ourselves from
nature, from the people and, in this regard, particularly
the urban middle class neither joins itself with the upper
class nor with the lower one. We have the knowledge of
Nawa-l-Waqt (voice of time) that is not even information
for less knowledge. It merely bears disadvantage not any
advantage.

In this country, two things have formed the thought __ the
religion and the values. Now if | talk on these and
deviation. 90% people of our country think that the
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women should not be educated. 70% people assert that
the women should not work and our reaction is this that
we don't want to listen to, we don’t analyze, we proceed
in a circle, we start from the conclusion, we don't give
margin to the things, we start from the religion and end on
it. We have to look for a counter-measure.

We need to find alternative ways for an alternative
" knowledge and this is the only solution we can have. We
can't change the syllabus, T.V. channel, Radio and every
thing at once but we can organize in a group.

Gandhi Jee used to say that his politics started from the
point that if a goat fell ill of a woman sitting in a cottage in
the far-off area of a desert, how it should be cured.

The beginning of my thought is the process of a change
where there is a solution to the problems of the people
and the betterment of the life of a common man.

Uzma Zareen: On seeing the women working on the kiln
around the office of the Bargad, | thought that these
women should also be participated in the process of
educating the women we can leam a lot from them. We
need to organize the farmers, laborers and common
people. We can learn a lot from one another. It is called
Peer Education. I've worked on the village when we went
to villages, we asked the women what they do in
agriculture and they replied in negative. Woman added
that she only stored the wheat after making it clean when
it is brought home. Before the arrival of the Tractor and
harvester, | used to work in the fields and now | can't
operate the tractor or the machine. When she was asked
which sort of milk she feed her baby with, she replied,
“Haleeb.” When all these points were considered, it
became clear that when the woman used to work in the
fields, her husband allocated a piece of land for her on
which she grew the vegetables independently and,
consequently, the fresh and green vegetables were
abundantly available. Then she also tended the cattle and
had complete hold on the consumption of milk due to
which without even knowing about the concept of a
balanced diet, she provided herself as well as the
children a balanced diet. But with the introduction of
technology, the woman was deprived of it. Now, people
from the cities approach them and induce them about the
balanced diet but they don’t understand that the problem
will not be solved only by telling them but there is great
need to understand the whole system.
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Aisha Habhib: There are many difficulties in
the way of peer education. When we came to
the office of the Bargad for group discussion
many educated people accuse that the girls
are perverted here and concoct many stories
about us.

Agsa: We do know why we are subordinate
but don’t know how to come out of this
subordination.

Iram Igbal: The knowledge that we get from
the colleges, we buy it but the knowledge we
are getting from here is being achieved free
of cost on conscious level.

Saiga Rasheed: How can we undertake the
political, economic analysis when we pick up-
one “Paper” it contains something and an
other the other wise and the news of the T.V.
tells some entirely different story so, in this
situation how we can analyze the things.

ljaz Ahmad: Politically, our peopie are much
indifferent and this has been ingrained on their minds
that the politics is a bad thing. If the good don’t enter
its fold, all the rest must be bad. Therefore, there is a
need that the young should be active politically. We
ardently need to use the folk wisdom and appreciate
our organic culture.

Uzma: We have to tame permission to go out of home.
When we have to go somewhere, we have to explain in
detail as to where we are going, why we are going and.«
what we will converse over there and only then we are
allowed to go some where. It the members of our family
come to know that we talk here about the rights of the
women, we will never ever be granted the permission to
come here.

Salma Butt: Our syllabus must contain the mention of

human rights, as this is the only best solution of the
problem.
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One-Day Seminar on Role of Youth in Promotion of Liberal and Democratic Values

A seminar was held at Best Western Hotel, Islamabad
on 20th September 2001 to discuss the role of youth
in promotion of liberal and democratic values.

The Seminar was organized by Bargad, a Gujranwala
based NGO, working with the youth to promote liberal

and democratic values.
The Seminar was attended by a large number of
students and faculty members (250 in total) from Quaid-I-
Azam University, Islamabad, Fatima Jinnah Women
University, Rawalpindi, Islamic International University,
Islamabad, Punjab University, Lahore, and Institute of
Leadership and  Management, Lahore.  The
representatives of civil society institutions, international
non-profits, media, and bar were also present.

Director Bargad Ms. Sabiha Shaheen presented the
_findings of her survey with 300 women regarding their
~ opinion about the value system of our society particularly
the prevalence of liberal and democratic values in the
family

and school environment. She had dialogue with women
between ages 15-60 in Gujranwala. Some of the women
were highly educated while others were completely
illiterate. She told that half the women knew nothing
about

democracy. There were few who simply refused to talk
about values. The researcher was astonished to listen
from a graduate of National College of Arts that God has
created women one degree lesser than men. The less
educated and illiterate women working in households had
gven more regressive ideas. They held the opinion that

God has given the right to men to beat their wives.

Ms, Sabiha was particularly disturbed about the views of
these women because many of them have heen elected
members of
- the local
' bodies.
How can
they  work
for the
& rights  of
5 women if
= they do not
know
anything
about these
rights, she
said.

Prominent
economist and intellectual Mr. Kaiser Bengali defined the
democratic values and put them in historical context. He
was of the opinion that had there been democracy in
Pakistan, United States of America could not row beat
Pakistan to cooperate against Afghanistan. He
considered Pakistan Army as the biggest culprit for
failure of democracy in Pakistan. He was also critical of
the courts where justice is a purchasable commodity. He
said that provision of basic necessities like shelter, food
and other requirements for a decent life are part of basic
human rights and unless these are provided there can be
no democracy.

Mr.  Akhtar Kureishi, Chairman Department of
Psychology, Government College Lahore spoke about
the psychological aspect of violence. He said that
children should not be disciplined in homes and schools
by use of violence. Otherwise they will come out as
violent members of the society. He pointed out the
double standards of US government which olds that if
Osama Bin Laden kills Soviets then he does not commit
violence, however if he kills
American he is terrorist.

Ms. Rubina Saigol spoke about the role of women in
promotion of liberal and democratic values. She said that
that presently no state is truly liberal and democratic.
Some people consider US as a perfect example of such
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a state but the racial hatred against Muslim people
observed after the W.T.C. affair refutes that view.
American sweep on the deaths of 5000 in New York
(which is in any case sad) but they do not respond to the

-

deaths of 500, 000 children in lraq or thousands of
kilings in Palestine, Kashmir and Afghanistan.

She said that the Pakistani women do not have right to
express themselves, marry the person they like (which is
the right given to them by Islam). She said that not only
women but also other marginalized groups like laborers
and agricultural workers do not have basic human rights
in Pakistan.

Ms. Saigol was critical of the recent policy of the Gowt. to
discourage social sciences. She reported that the NWFP
Govt. has recently banned teaching social sciences in
many female colleges. She said that IT and Management
are imponrtant disciplines but no nation can afford to give
up other disciplines for these two. She said that to be a
wholesome being you have to read literature, Sociology,
Political  Science and other social  sciences.

Dr. Aslam Syed (Professor of History at Quaid-I-Azam
University, Islamabad) said that their generation could
not shape Paxistan into a liberal and democratic polity
and now it is up to the new generation as to what do they
contribute for this goal. He said that the predominance of
the TV and computer screen has made the human
beings more controllable, r. Zafrullah Khan said that he
supports the idea of teaching social sciences but it does
not mean that we should not use he computer, which is a
remarkable tool for gaining knowledge on whichever
subject. He said that individual must have choices. There
may not be any coercion.
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help in maturing the parliamentary institutions. He said
that we are taught fake history in schools. He said that
we might launch a strong movement to correct the
syllabi. He said that e ill have to go through the process
of collective self-criticism to rectify the situation. We will

Ex-Secretary Punjab Bar Council Mr. Abid Sagi said that
the founder of Pakistan should have chosen the office of
govemor General instead of Prime Minister. This could

Y

have to call the spade a  spade.
The most remarkable part of the Seminar was the
overwhelming and enthusiastic participation of students.
They raised very critical and pertinent questions relating
to politics, economic situation in country, and failure of
Pakistan to grow as liberal and democratic country as
envisioned by the Quaid-l-Azam. The discussion was
frank, open, and directed towards finding ways to
mobilize youth. The young participants were particularly
perturbed about the fact that a handful of people with an
obscurantist agenda have kept the whole nation hostage.

Ejaz Ahmed, Convener of the Bargad’s Youth Forum,
said that our political culture couldn't see a change
unless the youth, particularly students, take part in
political process. He stressed the need to make a
collective and concerted effort to promote democracy in
Pakistan. He said young people should engage in
politics. He also refuted the view that young people of
Pakistan are indifferent towards sociopolitical problems of
the country. They merely do not have a forum. He said
we at Bargad are striving to provide that forum to the
youth of Pakistan.

Bargad's Theatre and Puppetry group made a symbolic
theatrical  performance  on  the  occasion.
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Chotti Chotti Batain

Punjab University, New Campus, is one of the beautiful places in Pakistan. Thick trees and wide roads on both sides of the
canal, long spread green lawns in the vicinity. Different departments on one side of the road and on the other side a long
chain of hostels, sugar cane juice vendor beside the road, Dahi Bhalay, Chali wala, and ice cream. Benches are lying around
these vendors but girls are not allowed to visit on them. Several speed breakers on the road make one feel that you are
roaming in your own kingdom and need not give way to any passing by cars. It's your own campus all around, your own
kingdom, nothing from the outside world is visible except the traffic and that indeed irritates.
On my first day in this beautiful campus, | showed up along with Talha and Fasih.(Talha and Fasih were studying in NCA,
now they are husband and wife, Talha is my best friend and Fasih is very dear to me.) We always remained together. | went
into classroom and they sat outside together on a bench.
In the meantime, Abdul Basit Ch. Showed up. (He belonged to Gujranwala and was an old student of Philosophy
Department. He is also a close friend of Talha's elder brother, Khurram Rathore.) When he saw them sitting together, he at
once took them upstairs in library and told them not to make the mistake of sitting together again in campus. | met with Abdul
Basit Ch. The same day and some how or the other he and | became brother & sister henceforth. And for rest of two and half
years of my stay at campus, he would time and again try to make me understand that nobody could end the persecution and
torture in the campus.
| had learnt it at home to raise voice against injustice. | hail from a family where the doors of school were closed to girls.
There was no concept of a gitl leaving the four walls alone and independently. Women would only go out either wearing a veil
“oorfully clad in a "Chader” under the shadow of a male. We heard a ‘tale” in child hood that once a girl of our distant relatives
developed some relationship with a boy and my patemal uncle murdered her. It was honor killing. Parents of the girl gave a
statement in favor of my uncle. Since it was a matter of honor and dignity of the family, judges also have a soft corner in such
cases, my uncle was sentenced to jail for a few years. My grandfather killed two Sikh landlords before independence
because they had cast a “bad eye" on the women of our family. It was his sheer good- luck that soon after that incident, India
was divided, and he was freed after independence. This was the second "tale” our father would often tell us in childhood.
(Children are generally told fairy tales)
The best place for a respectable woman is her home. Nobody even knows the names of the woman of honorable families.
Our grandmother used to advise us that daughters should eat cheese whereas the sons eat butter. When the women from
neighborhood came to get “Lasi” from our house, our elders told us they belonged to the lower castes and since we were
from an honor able family we should not interact with them.
| have glimpses of those memories in my mind but since these topics became under discussions in later life. It seems to me
that it all is part of my memory.
Once many people gathered to live in the large gallery of our house where | saw a lot of guns. Then we leamt these were
Qadianis who had taken refuge in our house because there was a countrywide movement against them and there was
eminent danger to their properties and lives. My father openly supported them and consequently bought the opposition of
Mulvis and hard liners, In those days, it became known that my father was a Qadiani too. My father was of the view that Islam
s accommodative to ward other religions and schools of thought. Nobody had the right to kill another individual or cause
™ danger to his property. He was the same person who was party to those who planned the murder of a woman in the name of
honor. And now he was facing opposition of the whole of Rahwali for a just cause.
My political education began at the age of seven. My father was active in local politics and | would love to listen to his political
ideas.
Mr. Bhutto was my favorite politician. A district convention of women was held at our house. | took part in the preparations for
the meeting. | was pretty enthusiastic and asked several questions from my father about the event. At last the day came and
there was a large crowd of women in our house. Wife of Mian Azhar Hasan Dar (MNA), wives, sisters, and mothers of others
political activists addressed the gathering. | took great interest in all the speeches. My elder brother was opposed to that
meeting because he was a stanch supporter of Qumi Ithad movement. The flag of People’s Party was flying on the top of our
house and my elder brother affixed the flag of Qumi Ithad on the building of our factory. But my father did not mind it.
Opponents of my father took my brother to the meetings of Qumi Ithad, sat him on the stage and urged him to speak against
People’s Party. Interestingly, he was only nine years old then. My father never stopped him; he would rather smile and say,
“My son is opposing me." My brother tried his best to make me realize that Bhutto’s govt. was dangerous for the country and
they would convert Pakistan into an unislamic state. We both argued to convince each other. Our house was a hub of
_discussions on national and international politics. Even if | did not directly participate in those discussions, |, however, was a
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